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ROAD SCHOLAR LAUNCHES NEW ‘MY HOMETOWN’ SERIES SHOWCASING THE 
HISTORY, PEOPLE AND CHARM OF VIRGINIA’S CHINCOTEAGUE ISLAND  

 
BOSTON (November 19, 2014) – Not-for-profit Road Scholar, the leader in lifelong learning, is 
launching an exciting new series of educational adventures that focus on the lives of the local residents 
and unique charter of America’s towns and cities, including Chincoteague Island, Virginia.   
 
My Hometown tells the story of a community through interactive learning experiences emphasizing the 
local economy, natural resources and cultural traditions. Many My Hometown communities are often off-
the-radar so that participants will learn and explore through special sessions with the town’s most 
compelling local resources – the people who call it home.  
 
“Road Scholar is launching this new series of cultural immersion programs to showcase the incredibly 
rich history, diversity and everyday life of America’s cities and towns that are off-the-beaten path and 
often overlooked,” said James Moses, President and Chief Executive Officer, Road Scholar. “We’re 
excited to offer our participants truly local insight, behind-the-scenes access and authentic experiences 
in communities that make up the incredible mosaic that is America.” 
 
Chincoteague Island is one of Virginia’s best kept secrets. Home to legendary wild ponies, it’s the real- 
life setting for a popular children’s book and the perfect place to watch a rocket launch from nearby 
Wallops Flight Facility. Participants will visit the Museum of Chincoteague visit the Chincoteague 
National Wildlife Refuge, and dine in the homes of local residents who can provide a more intimate 
understanding of community life in Chincoteague.  
 
Road Scholar Group Leader John Nelson Jester is a member of the Chincoteague Town Council who 
can trace his roots on the Island back to the 17th Century. He possesses a vast knowledge of local 
history that he is eager to share with participants. 
 
“People generally come to Chincoteague Island to admire the beautiful beaches and wildlife,” said 
Jester. “While both are truly remarkable, Road Scholar participants will explore aspects of island life 
that most tourists never see. They will leave the island with a much deeper understanding of its people, 
what drives its economy, and why it’s one of the region’s best kept secrets.”   
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Ennis Barbery, Executive Director of the Museum of Chincoteague Island, is a trained anthropologist 
and is also eager to share her knowledge about the rich heritage of the region. 

"My Hometown-Chincoteague is designed to introduce Road Scholar participants to some of the key 
players on the Island. We plan to showcase the beauty and challenges of living on a barrier island by 
facilitating hands-on experiences and by engaging them in active discussions with locals. By 
contextualizing all of these hand-on experiences with discussions of the island's complex history and 
culture, we offer a program in which participants will gain a deeper level of understanding." 

My Hometown will launch in 2015 in several small towns and cities across America, including Macon, 
Georgia, Park City, Utah, St. Paul, Minnesota and Carmel Valley Village, Upper Lake and Mendocino, 
California. The emphasis is on learning from and through the eyes of locals, living the week with them, 
dining with them, helping them with daily tasks — as a visitor at the beginning of the week and as a 
friend by week’s end. 
 
 My Hometown: Chincoteague Island – Life in a Barrier Island is a six day/five night program with departures 
from June through September, 2015. Prices start at $879. To learn more, please visit our website at 
www.roadscholar.org/21997   
 
About Road Scholar  
Not-for-profit Road Scholar’s mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. Our learning 
adventures engage expert instructors, provide extraordinary access, and stimulate discourse and 
friendship among people for whom learning is the journey of a lifetime. Since inception, more than 5 
million people have enrolled in our 5,500 iconic educational adventures offered annually in 50 states 
and 150 countries around the world.  
  
Road Scholar educational adventures are created by Elderhostel, the not-for-profit world leader in 
lifelong learning since 1975. To learn more, please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org/press.  
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