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ROAD SCHOLAR CONTEST FINALIST IN WASHINGTON STATE CELEBRATES 45 YEARS OF 
FRIENDSHIP THAT CONTINUES TO THRIVE THROUGH JOY AND LOSS 

 
BOSTON (March 25, 2015) – As Road Scholar celebrates 40 years as the leader in lifelong learning, the not-for-
profit organization invited participants to share stories that highlights the incredible friendships and relationships 
that were made or strengthened on its iconic learning adventures. Lynda Johnson, of Brush Prairie, Washington, 
has an incredible story to share. 
 
Lynda and her husband befriended Gary and Connie Powell over 45 years ago when they lived in South Carolina. 
Over the years, they camped and hiked together, shared holidays and watched their children grow up and begin 
their own families. For the past 24 years, they have been separated by a continent. However the distance did not 
dampen their friendship. In fact, the Powells were instrumental in helping Lynda deal with the loss of her 
husband to Alzheimer’s disease.  In 2014, Lynda took her first Road Scholar program and the Powells were 
thrilled to share their love of educational travel with her. 
 
“Last year, I had my first experience with Road Scholar on a program to Southern Patagonia,” said Lynda. “The 
Powells have been on several Road Scholar adventures, and it was no surprise that these wonderful friends went 
on another — they went with me to the end of the earth! They have always been an inspiration to me, and I 
hope I am equally so to them.” 
 
Lynda’s first program, Finis Terrae: Exploring the Wilds of Southern Patagonia from the Beagle Channel to Torres del Paine, 
is a 14-day trek that explores the beauty of Patagonia via an expedition vessel from Tierra del Fuego National 
Park to Cape Horn. It’s one of 5,500 programs currently offered by Road Scholar in 150 countries and 50 states. 
 
“Road Scholar was founded by two friends who believed that learning and adventure should be an essential part 
of life as we get older. When we thought about how to commemorate our 40th Anniversary, we knew that 
friendship and learning would be at the core of our celebration,” said James Moses, President and CEO of Road 
Scholar.  “Stories of friendship, love and personal growth from our 12 finalists are uplifting and wonderfully 
illustrative of the deep relationships that form when people come together to learn — friendship and learning are 
integral parts of the Road Scholar experience.” 
 
Lynda is one of 12 finalists from around the country who if selected, will win a $5,000 Road Scholar gift 
certificate. Voting is already underway and remains open until July 31, 2015. If you’d like to vote for Lynda, 
please visit our online voting page at www.roadscholar.org/friendscontest. Everyone is allowed to vote once 
each day. The winner will be announced in our September North America catalog.  
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About Road Scholar  
Not-for-profit Road Scholar’s mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. Our learning adventures 
engage expert instructors, provide extraordinary access, and stimulate discourse and friendship among people for 
whom learning is the journey of a lifetime. Since inception, more than 5 million people have enrolled in our 
5,500 iconic educational adventures offered annually in 50 states and 150 countries around the world.  
  
Road Scholar educational adventures are created by Elderhostel, the not-for-profit world leader in lifelong 
learning since 1975. To learn more, please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org/press.  
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