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ROAD SCHOLAR FRIENDSHIP STORIES FINALIST USES SOCIAL MEDIA TO MEET AND 
BOND WITH FELLOW CAREGIVER  

 
BOSTON (April 16, 2015) – As Road Scholar celebrates 40 years as the leader in lifelong learning, the not-for-
profit organization invited participants to share stories that highlight friendships and relationships that were 
made or strengthened on its iconic learning adventures. Sheila Bracken of Omaha, Nebraska, has an incredible 
story to share. 
 
Eighteen years ago, long before Facebook and Twitter, Sheila used the Internet to find a support group to locate 
information and resources to help her care for her ailing husband. While online, she met Marsha Smith, whose 
husband was also suffering from Alzheimer’s disease. Although Marsha lived in Charlotte, North Carolina, they 
became fast friends who supported each other through the death of their respective spouses. 
 
“After my husband died, I enrolled in my first Road Scholar program,” said Sheila. “I went on several programs 
and would talk to Marsha about them until I finally convinced her to go on a program with me.” 
 
In January 2013, Sheila and Marsha attended their first Road Scholar learning adventure together. After knowing 
each other for more than 18 years, it was the first time they’d spent more than three days together. Their time 
together cemented their bond, and is illustrative of the friendships both formed and strengthened on Road 
Scholar programs.  
 
“When we thought about how to commemorate our 40th Anniversary, we knew that friendship and learning 
would be at the core of our celebration,” said James Moses, President and CEO of Road Scholar.  “Stories of 
friendship, love and personal growth from our 12 finalists are uplifting and wonderfully illustrative of the deep 
relationships that form when people come together to learn — friendship and learning are integral parts of the 
Road Scholar experience.” 
 
Sheila is one of 12 finalists from around the country who, if selected, will win a $5,000 Road Scholar gift 
certificate. Voting is already underway and remains open until July 31, 2015. If you’d like to vote for Sheila, 
please visit our online voting page at www.roadscholar.org/friendscontest. Everyone is allowed to vote once 
each day. The winner will be announced in our September North America catalog.  
 
About Road Scholar  
Not-for-profit Road Scholar’s mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. Our learning adventures 
engage expert instructors, provide extraordinary access, and stimulate discourse and friendship among people for 
whom learning is the journey of a lifetime. Since inception, more than 5 million people have enrolled in our 
5,500 iconic educational adventures offered annually in 50 states and 150 countries around the world.  

mailto:newsmedia@roadscholar.org
http://www.roadscholar.org/friendscontest


  
Road Scholar educational adventures are created by Elderhostel, the not-for-profit world leader in lifelong 
learning since 1975. To learn more, please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org/press.  
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