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WITH THE WORLD AS HER CLASSROOM, ROAD SCHOLAR WORLD 
ACADEMY PARTICIPANT BLOGS ABOUT THE VOYAGE OF A LIFETIME 

 
BOSTON (April 26, 2011) — While many retirees spend a few months in Florida or 
Arizona to escape the winter weather, Marcia Zientek of Wisconsin decided to embark on 
the learning adventure she had always dreamed about. She packed up her suitcases and 
joined Road Scholar for a nearly two and a half month journey throughout Central and 
South America.  
 
Marcia’s adventure was part of Road Scholar World Academy, an intensive educational 
program that leads participants through 10 countries over the course of 10 weeks. Road 
Scholar is the program name of Elderhostel, the not-for-profit leader in lifelong learning. 
 
While on board the mv Discovery, Marcia and her fellow lifelong learners sailed to the 
island of Barbados, proceeding to French Guiana, Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, Chile, 
Peru, Ecuador, Panama and Venezuela. Participants left the ship for on-land field trips led 
by local experts. 
 
As a way of chronicling her adventure, Marcia created a blog to share her journey with 
friends, family and other lifelong learners. She recounted her daily activities and 
experiences at http://www.mytripjournal.com/happytravelerSA.  
 
Marcia’s blog marks another frontier that Road Scholar will introduce to participants — 
the world of blogging and social media. In spring of 2011, Road Scholar will offer 
blogging tutorials on its website, and will feature online journals written by other lifelong 
learners. As participants share their adventures via the web, they will also gain a better 
understanding of the educational journeys that are available to them. 
 
“The view is magnificent and we are in awe at the advanced civilization that built this 
community,” blogged Marcia after hiking along the ancient Inca site of Machu Picchu. 
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Returning to the ship, she noted, “We reversed our journey, tired and absorbing the 
majesty of the Andes and catching sight of glaciers through the train windows.” 
 
Along with the ancient beauty of Machu Picchu, Marcia and her fellow lifelong learners 
experienced the wonders of Iguazu Falls — in Brazil and Argentina — and sailed around 
Cape Horn. They fished for piranhas on the Amazon River, saw where true “Panama” 
hats were made in Ecuador, and noted the wonders of modern engineering as they passed 
through the Panama Canal. 
 
“I haven’t decided on my next adventure yet, but it most likely will be with Road 
Scholar, because they satisfy my desire to learn while exploring and experiencing such 
varied and interesting places in the world.” Marcia noted in her blog as her journey 
concluded. “This has been maybe my 30th program with Road Scholar and I have never 
been disappointed.” 
 
Though Marcia’s energy and enthusiasm for exploring Central and South America 
encouraged her to embark on the entirety of this World Academy program, other Road 
Scholar participants chose to attend semesters, or shorter legs of the program that visited 
regions they found to be of particular interest.  
 
Road Scholar offers semesters for all of its World Academy programming, including the 
next learning adventure, “Road Scholar World Academy 2012: Exploring Asia-Pacific.” 
In this intensive program, lifelong learners can look forward to immersing themselves in 
the ancient and modern wonders of China, Japan, Taiwan, Philippines, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Australia, Singapore, Thailand and Myanmar. 
 
For more information on Road Scholar World Academy, call toll free at (877) 426-8056, 
Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. ET, or go to www.roadscholar.org. 
 
About Elderhostel and Road Scholar 
Road Scholar is the name for the programs developed and offered by Elderhostel, Inc., 
the not-for-profit world leader in lifelong learning since 1975. Our mission is to empower 
adults to explore the world’s places, peoples, cultures and ideas, and in so doing to 
discover more about themselves. A fellowship of learning and the joy of discovery are 
the hallmarks of the Road Scholar experience. 
  
Road Scholar programs bring together instructors and participants from diverse 
backgrounds to foster dynamic interaction, engaging discourse and warm camaraderie. In 
a world that seems to shrink smaller by the day because of technology, we believe that 
true insight and understanding are still sparked by hands-on experience and open 
discussions that stimulate the senses, energize the body and challenge the mind. We are 
committed to continually developing new program destinations, topics and formats to 
reflect the shifting realities and emerging trends of our ever-changing world.  
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