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RETIRED WISCONSIN PROFESSOR TAKES HIS PASSION FOR EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL 

AND INTEREST IN THE ENVIRONMENT TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC WITH ROAD 
SCHOLAR  

 
BOSTON (April 20, 2012) — Wisconsin native son Tim Hirsch, 70, loves Wisconsin so much that he never 
considered  living anywhere else. Born and raised in Eau Claire, he attended college at Northland College and 
taught American literature at the University of Wisconsin for over 30 years. He raised two children in Eau Claire 
with his wife of 46 years, Karen, an elementary school teacher. Both retired several years ago.   
 
While Tim loved Wisconsin, he realized at a young age that it was a privilege to be able to explore the world.  He 
didn’t get that opportunity until he was a freshman at Northland, a liberal arts college with an environmental 
focus. While there, he got his first taste of travel and developed an interest in environmental issues.  
 
 “Karen and I taught a year in Switzerland when our children were young,” said Tim. “We also spent many 
summers teaching in summer language camps in several countries, including Poland, Russia Hungary, Latvia, and 
Lithuania. During our travels, we met people who were gracious and welcoming to us, even though they were 
struggling to meet their basic needs for food and shelter.” 
 
The Hirsches enjoy Road Scholar Service Learning programs, and recently went on a learning adventure in the 
Dominican Republic, called Dominican Republic: Creating a Sustainable World. The adventure was based in Las Canas 
and led by local expert and study leader Dave Addison. 
 
“My first impression of the Dominican Republic was that its natural beauty was breathtaking, but there was a 
stark contrast between the very poor and the big gated communities of the wealthier citizens,” said Tim. “Our 
group leader, Dave, was outstanding, and did a phenomenal job of framing our experience with a theoretical 
foundation and combining that with his intimate knowledge of the locale. Everywhere we went, people reached 
out to Dave, who was clearly not just a visitor but a fully integrated member of the community. This 
combination of understanding at a deeper level and the intimacy with the community and his willingness to 
engage with people made this experience particularly special for me.” 
 
As part of the Service Learning program, Tim and 12 other Road Scholar  participants traveled to Ascension, a 
Haitian refugee settlement that houses about 1,500 laborers and their children. These families arrived long before 
the earthquake to work in the sugar factories. Now that the sugar factories are dormant as a result of the sugar 
market collapse, they are stranded with no homes, no jobs, and squalid living conditions. Dozens of Non-
Government Organizations (NGOs) work in Ascension on a variety of tasks. However, Road Scholar 
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participants worked with the children of Ascension, helping them learn some basic gardening tasks, including 
framing banana plants.  
 
“The Haitian children born in these settlements have no legal status in the D.R. and live in deplorable 
conditions,” said Tim.  “There is no potable water, no accessible healthcare, and very few medical supplies. The 
Road Scholar group, under Dave’s amazing leadership, jumped right in, working with local doctors and Peace 
Corp workers to help make the lives and living conditions of these children a bit more tolerable. I realize that our 
contribution was a small one, but I left feeling like one person can truly make a difference and make the world a 
better place. ”  
 
Road Scholar offers dozens of U.S. and International Service Learning programs. Popular destinations include: 
 
Tutoring Navajo Nation Schools 
Assist the school children and teaching staff in Navajo Reservation schools: 
www.roadscholar.org/6262 
 
Build, Teach and Learn: The Bolivia School Project 
Work to make a true difference in the education of Bolivia children: 
www.roadscholar.org/19639 
 
Digging for Dinosaurs: The Jurassic Experience 
Discover the remains of that ancient ecosystem in the Jurassic age rocks of Warm Springs Ranch. 
www.roadscholar.org/15388 
  
To learn more, please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org/press. 
 
About Road Scholar  
Not-for-profit Road Scholar’s mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. Our learning adventures 
engage expert instructors, provide extraordinary access, and stimulate discourse and friendship among people for 
whom learning is the journey of a lifetime. Since inception, more than 5 million people have enrolled in our 
6,500 iconic educational adventures offered annually in 50 states and 150 countries around the world.  
 
Road Scholar educational adventures are created by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-profit world leader in lifelong 
learning since 1975. To learn more, please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org/press. 
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