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GLORIA LEITNER OF ARLINGTON CAPTURES MEMORIES ― AND A FIRST-PLACE 
PRIZE ― WITH HER CAMERA 

  
ARLINGTON, Ma. (June 24, 2009) — Last summer, Gloria Leitner and her husband, Ronald Feldman, 
embarked on a 17-night journey through Central Europe. Before departing, Leitner purchased her first 
digital camera to take along on the educational adventure with Elderhostel —and it turned out to be an 
excellent investment.  
  
Among the hundreds of images captured by Leitner was a unique one in Warsaw, Poland, that won first 
prize in an "Urban Landmarks" photo contest created by Elderhostel, the world leader in educational 
travel for adults. 
 
“Because this was such a special program for us, I am thrilled that my photo was selected as the winner,” 
Leitner says. She enjoys showing this picture and others to friends who do not realize that Poland and the 
rest of Central Europe are filled with stunning architecture and natural beauty. In contrast, she also shares 
stories of visiting emotionally wrenching sites of the Holocaust and hearing first-person accounts of how 
people suffered under Communism.  “It was moving to talk to the owner of a crystal glass factory whose 
family business had been confiscated, and to a monk whose monastery had been devastated by the 
persecution of priests.” 
  
Leitner, who sees herself as an enthusiastic amateur photographer explains, “Photography enables me to 
capture the beauty that enriches my life. Focusing through the lens enhances the pleasure of my 
perception, and afterwards provides an opportunity to share with others the artistic excitement of my 
original experience.” 
  
“The photos we've received have been remarkable,” Elderhostel President James Moses says, “and we've 
had a wonderful time seeing the sites through the eyes of our participants — who all seem to have such a 
unique and rich perspective on the world."   
  
As her prize, Leitner received a voucher to use on a future program of her choice. “It will be a long time 
before the excitement and emotion from this experience fades,” Leitner says. “We definitely plan on 
continuing our travels with Elderhostel. The quality of the guides, the lecturers, the well-planned 
itinerary, and also the congenial fellow-travelers in our group certainly make another program appealing. 
It exceeded our expectations in every way.” 
  
Not-for-profit Elderhostel, founded in 1975, enrolls more than 160,000 in its nearly 8,000 programs 
annually.  Elderhostel provides exceptional learning adventures throughout the United States and Canada 
and in more than 90 countries around the world.  In 2004, Elderhostel launched Road Scholar to meet the 
needs of a new generation of independent educational travelers.  For more information, please visit 
www.elderhostel.org or www.roadscholar.org.   
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