
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact:  Despina Gakopoulos    (617) 457-5502 
   newsmedia@roadscholar.org 
 
 

MOTHER-DAUGHTER TEAM HIKES AND LEARNS ON ROAD SCHOLAR 
ADVENTURES 

 
BOSTON (May 6, 2011) — Hiking in the great outdoors is a popular activity for many nature lovers.  
For one mother-daughter duo, Marie and Diane Calleson from North Carolina, Road Scholar’s 
Outdoor Adventures programs offer a special opportunity to spend time together. A longtime Road 
Scholar participant, Marie, now in her 70s, likes to share the unique learning experiences with her 
daughter Diane, a 40-something university professor.  While they enjoy many activities together, 
adventures that pair hiking with learning about the local area offer a unique bonding experience.  
 
“My mom loves to travel and learn about new places — I do, too,” says Diane.  “When we’re on the 
road, we get to enjoy each other’s company while hiking and traveling to some of the most scenic 
places in the world. It’s a perfect fit!” 
 
Both mother and daughter have long enjoyed hiking on mountain trails. Their first Road Scholar hike 
was in June 2004 in Oregon.  “Our first program together was Hiking Among The Wild Flowers of Mt. 
Hood and Cascade Lakes — Diane was faster and more agile, so she was at the beginning and I was at the 
end with the sweeper,” says Marie. The experience worked out so well that the two have since shared 
many Road Scholar hiking experiences, including treks in the Canadian Rockies, Iceland, Croatia, 
Switzerland and England.  
 
“We get to spend quality time together and also enjoy the camaraderie with our fellow hikers,” Marie 
says.  “It is so comforting to have the planning done by people who are familiar with the area and are 
attentive to the details one might miss on their own.” 
 
Diane adds, “People who I’ve hiked with on the Road Scholar programs are active learners engaged in 
every aspect of the program — in the scenery and the educational experience — and are often involved 
in lively conversations with their fellow hikers. 
 
“Since many who travel on the programs are no longer full-time in the workforce, they don’t have to 
transition from leaving work behind the way that I sometimes do.  It makes traveling with this group all 
the more enjoyable.” 
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Next stop for Marie and Diane is a hike in Quebec this summer, and in July they will attend their first 
“non-hiking” program in Newfoundland and Labrador. 
 
For more information on Road Scholar’s Outdoor Adventures and other programs, visit 
www.roadscholar.org or call toll free (877) 426-8056. 
 
About Elderhostel and Road Scholar 
Road Scholar is the name for the programs developed and offered by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-profit world 
leader in lifelong learning since 1975. Our mission is to empower adults to explore the world’s places, peoples, 
cultures and ideas, and in so doing to discover more about themselves. A fellowship of learning and the joy of 
discovery are the hallmarks of the Road Scholar experience. 
  
Road Scholar programs bring together instructors and participants from diverse backgrounds to foster dynamic 
interaction, engaging discourse and warm camaraderie. In a world that seems to shrink smaller by the day 
because of technology, we believe that true insight and understanding are still sparked by hands-on experience 
and open discussions that stimulate the senses, energize the body and challenge the mind. We are committed to 
continually developing new program destinations, topics and formats to reflect the shifting realities and emerging 
trends of our ever-changing world.  
 

### 
 

http://www.roadscholar.org/

