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ROAD SCHOLAR PROGRAMS ON MARTHA’S VINEYARD PROMOTE LEARNING  
 
BOSTON (August 30, 2011) — Education and learning were the themes of a series of Road Scholar events 
recently held on Martha’s Vineyard. Road Scholar is the name for the programs created and offered by 
Elderhostel, Inc., the world leader in lifelong learning since 1975.  
 
At the annual Taste of Road Scholar held at historic Shearer Cottage in Oak Bluffs, former Virginia Gov. L. 
Douglas Wilder addressed the standing-room only crowd of nearly 300 and emphasized that education fosters 
equality.  
 
The keynote address was the special highlight of a three-night program titled Historical Diversity of Martha’s 
Vineyard that offers an in-depth look at the island’s diverse history over the last century.  Former Washington, 
D.C. Mayor Sharon Pratt served as emcee for the evening program.    
 
“We were thrilled to have Governor Wilder as the speaker at our Taste program – he shared thoughtful insights 
on the significance of education for every generation,” says Kathy Taylor, associate vice president of community 
development at Road Scholar. “It was an honor to hear from someone who holds a special place in our history.  
He underscored a powerful message that particularly resonated with many of us in the audience.”  
 
The Taste of Road Scholar showcases contemporary luminaries and history-makers as keynote speakers.  Previous 
speakers have included Dr. Ken Edelin, Dr. Terrence Roberts of the Little Rock Nine, Ambassador Andrew 
Young, and Oscar-winner Geoffrey Fletcher.  
 
Earlier this month, Road Scholar also co-sponsored an event at the Sailing Camp in Oak Bluffs to create 
awareness of the National Center for Civil and Human Rights, expected to be completed in Atlanta in 2014. The 
topic of the evening was finding ways to engage younger generations. Vernon Jordan offered opening remarks 
and Bring in Da Noise, Bring in Da Funk director George C. Wolfe, who is also the chief creative officer for the 
Center, served as keynote speaker.  
 
“Road Scholar’s mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. With education being the core of every 
program we offer, it was a special opportunity for Road Scholar to collaborate with the National Center for Civil 
and Human Rights on the importance of keeping younger generations engaged in both history and perpetuating 
a legacy,” Taylor adds. 
 
About Road Scholar 
Road Scholar is a not-for-profit organization with a mission to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. Our 
learning adventures engage expert instructors, provide extraordinary access, and stimulate discourse and 
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friendship among people for whom learning is the journey of a lifetime. Since its inception, more than 5 million 
people have enrolled in its 7,000 iconic educational adventures offered annually in 50 states and 150 countries 
around the world.  
 
Originally founded in 1975 as Elderhostel, not-for-profit Road Scholar is headquartered in Boston, Mass., with 
offices in the U.S. and the United Kingdom. To learn more, please visit our website at 
www.roadscholar.org/press. 
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