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BOSTON (August 28, 2012) —  New York City native and former human resources executive Ellen Kamp, 62, 
is the second grand-prize winner of The Marigold Ideas for Good Campaign, which awards a $5,000 grant and an 
additional $5,000 Road Scholar program to a deserving adult 50+ who submits a plan to improve their 
community. Ms. Kamp’s submission was for the W Connection, the non-profit organization she co-founded 
after the sudden death of her husband that is dedicated to helping widowed women. In addition to a strong 
network of emotional support, The W Connection offers resources to help women regain control of their lives 
so they can once again be healthy and productive. The W Connection now has an Outreach and Peer Mentor 
program, a Widow’s Survival Kit, and plans to produce a video based on interviews with actual widows as an 
education resource about the challenges facing widows. 
 
The non-profit organization was founded in 2009 in New York by Ellen and Dawn Nargi, a former colleague 
who also unexpectedly lost her husband after a brief illness. Its mission is to provide widows with education, 
training and information needed to cope with early stages of bereavement and rebuild their lives.  
 
“Nothing can prepare you for the loss of a loved one,” Ellen said. “Eric and I were married for 33 years and 
when he died my life changed in a matter of minutes. Once the fog started to lift, I realized three things. First, it 
was a challenge to find resources to help me manage my grief and rebuild my life; they were either hard to find or 
non-existent. Second, I realized that the most helpful resource was the support and camaraderie of other 
widowed women. And finally, I had to create a new normal for myself, and understand that it would take years to 
feel normal again. We have no control over becoming widows, but we do have control over how we live the rest 
of our lives.” 
 
Along with the website, The W Connection offers referrals and a one-on-one mentoring program and has 
chapters in Long Island and Manhattan. Now that the organization is up and running, Ellen is ready to take on a 
new challenge—solo travel. 
 
“My first trip abroad was when I was a student in the early 1970s,” Ellen said. “My parents were holocaust 
survivors who settled in the U.S. However I had several uncles who also survived the concentration camps and 
who settled in Germany, England and Israel who I had never met. I visited my uncles in Germany and England, 
but never made it to Israel. I’ve always wanted to visit Israel to learn more about our history and meet the rest of 
my family.” 
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Ellen has never experienced group travel, but likes the safety and companionship that a Road Scholar program 
offers.  She hasn’t traveled since her husband died, but feels like the time is finally right to give it a try. 
 
Road Scholar programs to Israel: 
 
Ancient Cities and Storied Pathways: An Exploration of Israel & Jordan 
www.roadscholar.org/19514 
 
The Land of Israel: Past, Present and Future: A Journey of Discovery 
www.roadscholar.org/14876 
 
Journey of a Lifetime: Israel, Jordan and Egypt 
www.roadscholar.org/15860 
 
To learn more about Ellen’s non-profit organization The W Connection, please visit the website at 
www.wconnection.org 
 
To learn more about the Marigold Ideas for Good contest, please visit the website at 
www.roadscholar.org/marigold 
 
About Road Scholar  
Not-for-profit Road Scholar’s mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. Our learning adventures 
engage expert instructors, provide extraordinary access, and stimulate discourse and friendship among people for 
whom learning is the journey of a lifetime. Since inception, more than 5 million people have enrolled in its 6,500 
iconic educational adventures offered annually in 50 states and 150 countries around the world.  
  
Road Scholar educational adventures are created by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-profit world leader in lifelong 
learning since 1975. To learn more, please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org/press. 

 
 
About Participant Media 
Participant Media (participantmedia.com) is a Los Angeles-based global entertainment company specializing in 
socially-relevant documentary and narrative feature films, television, publishing and digital media. Participant 
exists to tell compelling, entertaining stories that bring to the forefront real issues that shape our lives. For each 
of its projects, Participant creates extensive social action and advocacy programs, which provide ideas and tools 
to transform the impact of the media experience into individual and community action. Participant’s online 
Social Action Network is TakePart (takepart.com). Participant’s films include The Kite Runner, Charlie Wilson’s 
War, Darfur Now, An Inconvenient Truth, Good Night, and Good Luck, Syriana, The Visitor, The Soloist, Food, Inc., The 
Cove, The Crazies, Countdown to Zero, Waiting for “Superman”, Fair Game, PAGE ONE: Inside the New York Times, The 
Help, Contagion and the Best Exotic Marigold Hotel. 
 
About Encore.org 
Encore.org (formerly Civic Ventures) aims to engage millions of people in the second half of the life in encore 
careers – combining personal meaning, continued income and social impact – to produce a windfall of talent to 
solve society’s greatest problems. 
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