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VETERAN MIDWIFE WINS FIRST ROAD SCHOLAR GRAND PRIZE  

FOR THE BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOTEL SOCIAL ACTION CAMPAIGN 
 
BOSTON (July 13, 2012) — Road Scholar and Participant Media are pleased to announce the first of 
six grand-prize winners for the social action campaign, The Marigold Ideas for Good contest. Open to 
individuals 50 years and older, the contest awards 30 $5,000 grants from Encore.org to those who have 
innovative projects for improving their local communities. The six grand-prize winners receive the 
grant as well as a Road Scholar educational travel adventure valued at $5,000. 
 
Deborah Greymoon, 59, a lifelong advocate for women’s health, was awarded the first grand prize for 
her submission to provide safer birthing practices in developing countries. She has been a midwife for 
30 years and personifies the values of lifelong learning championed by Road Scholar. In 2002, she was a 
member of a delegation of women who traveled to Afghanistan to bring healthcare to women with 
limited or no access to healthcare. And in 2007, she volunteered as a midwife at a high-risk maternity 
hospital in India. 
 
“Postpartum hemorrhaging is the leading cause of maternal deaths,” says Deborah. “In India and 
Afghanistan, the resources available to pregnant women are so substandard that both women and their 
babies are placed at extreme risk. Through my volunteer work, I hope to branch out and work in some 
of the more remote areas of India and use my experience as a midwife to offer women a safer birthing 
experience and provide them with a greater chance of leading healthy and productive lives.”  
 
Due to her experiences in both countries, Deborah decided to return to college last year to get a degree 
in nursing, and plans to continue with her education to get a master’s degree. In her spare time, she is a 
volunteer firefighter and Emergency Medical Technician in Waldo Canyon, Colorado, where she 
resides with her husband. Although her home is in no immediate danger, she is on notice should she be 
needed to help battle one of the largest fires in Colorado history.  
 
When asked how she plans to use her Road Scholar award, Deborah says she thinks a cultural trip to 
New Zealand sounds appealing, and she plans to apply her $5,000 grant to further educate doctors and 
nurses in India on simple and accessible techniques to prevent unnecessary loss of life through 
childbirth.  
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The Marigold Ideas for Good Contest entries will continue to be accepted through September 28, with five 
additional winners each month receiving a $5,000 grant toward their project, and one grand prize 
winner each month receiving an additional educational or service-learning trip through Road Scholar. 
To learn more about the Marigold Ideas for Good contest, please visit www.roadscholar.org/marigold.    
 
Additional information about all of April’s prize winners can be found at 
http://www.takepart.com/thebestexoticmarigoldhotel/winners/april.  
 
 
 
About Road Scholar  
Not-for-profit Road Scholar’s mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. Our learning 
adventures engage expert instructors, provide extraordinary access, and stimulate discourse and 
friendship among people for whom learning is the journey of a lifetime. Since inception, more than 5 
million people have enrolled in its 6,500 iconic educational adventures offered annually in 50 states and 
150 countries around the world.  
 
Road Scholar educational adventures are created by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-profit world leader in 
lifelong learning since 1975. To learn more, please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org/press. 
 
About Participant Media  
Participant Media (participantmedia.com) is a Los Angeles-based global entertainment company 
specializing in socially-relevant documentary and narrative feature films, television, publishing and 
digital media. Participant exists to tell compelling, entertaining stories that bring to the forefront real 
issues that shape our lives. For each of its projects, Participant creates extensive social action and 
advocacy programs, which provide ideas and tools to transform the impact of the media experience 
into individual and community action. Participant’s online Social Action Network is TakePart 
(takepart.com). Participant’s films include The Kite Runner, Charlie Wilson’s War, Darfur Now, An 
Inconvenient Truth, Good Night, and Good Luck, Syriana, The Visitor, The Soloist, Food, Inc., The 
Cove, The Crazies, Countdown to Zero, Waiting for “Superman”, Fair Game, PAGE ONE: Inside the 
New York Times, The Help, Contagion and the Best Exotic Marigold Hotel.  
 
About Encore.org  
Encore.org (formerly Civic Ventures) aims to engage millions of people in the second half of the life in 
encore careers – combining personal meaning, continued income and social impact – to produce a 
windfall of talent to solve society’s greatest problems.  
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