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ROCKY NECK RESIDENT HOSTS 10 JAPANESE WOMEN FOR A CLAMBAKE AND 
A PRIMER IN ENGLISH — WITH A BIG HELPING OF HOW TO SAY ‘CHOWDAH’      
 
BOSTON (May 19, 2009) — In mid-May, 10 Japanese women eagerly stepped off their 
transatlantic flight at Logan Airport. Despite global swine flu worries and worldwide economic 
turbulence, the group enthusiastically readied itself for the experience at hand — a month-long 
Elderhostel adventure learning English language and culture in Boston. 
 
Of course, little did the women know that learning English and learning Boston English aren’t 
exactly one and the same. 
 
On May 26, Rocky Neck resident JoAnn Bell will take her turn at teaching the women a thing or 
two about dropping their R’s during a daylong exploration in America’s oldest fishing port. 
 
“One of our goals is to teach the women the difference between chowder and chowdah,” Bell 
said, explaining with a chuckle, “because if they walk into a restaurant in this town and 
pronounce it chowder, they might just go hungry.” 
 
Bell is an associate vice president at Elderhostel, the world’s largest not-for-profit educational 
travel organization for adults, which is hosting a group of Japanese women in an English 
immersion program for a third consecutive year. 
 
Bell will shepherd the 10 women, who are all 50 and over, during a Rocky Neck exploration that 
will include the Rocky Neck Historic Art Trail, the Clarendon Street location of American artist 
Edward Hopper’s 1923 watercolor The Mansard Roof, plentiful artists’ shops, eyeing Ten Pound 
Island and learning its history, and a native clambake catered by Woodman’s at Bell’s home. 
 
One of the Japanese women, 74-year-old Azuma Asahi, who lives in 1968 Winter Olympics host 
city Nagano, first traveled to America — to Nebraska of all places — in 1947. This is her fifth 
return, and as testament to her improving English skills, she looked at a list of printed words and 
easily rattled off the pronunciations of “dish,” “horse” and “olive.” When she got to “Gloucester,” 
she hesitated, but for the most part correctly sounded it out. However, “Worcester” curiously 
proved troublesome. 
 
“Many Japanese people are good at reading and writing English,” Asahi said. “Speaking is the 
problem. That’s why I am happy to be here.” 
 
Happiness, of course, can be in the eye — or voice — of the beholder. How do you explain to a 
New England newcomer that one of its most famous historical figures is “Paul Reveah,” spelled 
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R-e-v-e-r-e? Or that the joy you feel in winning a children’s game is “rapsha” when you “capsha” 
the flag? Or that the “Red Sawx” have “capshawd” the pennant? 
 
Maeve Hartney, an Elderhostel associate vice president who will lead the daylong Rocky Neck 
exploration with JoAnn Bell, says, “The New England dialect is as unique in the English 
language as the “Man at the Wheel” statue is to Gloucester’s seafaring history, or as Harvard 
University is as an American educational institution.  
 
“We do get some raised eyebrows and quizzical looks when we’re sounding out phrases like 
Fenway ‘Pahk,’ Hartney adds, “but that’s all part of the fun of learning.” 
 
Elderhostel, founded in 1975, has more than 160,000 people enroll in its 8,000 programs 
annually. Elderhostel provides exceptional learning adventures throughout the United States and 
Canada and in more than 90 countries around the world. In 2004, Elderhostel launched Road 
Scholar to meet the needs of a new generation of educational travelers. For more information, 
please visit www.elderhostel.org or www.roadscholar.org. 
 
     
 
 


