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INDIANA TEACHER REDISCOVERS HISTORY ON ROAD SCHOLAR ADVENTURES  
  
BOSTON (June 21, 2011) —  For one longtime high school teacher, learning continues well beyond time spent 
in the classroom. Don Hanlin, a retired history and social studies teacher at Center Grove High School in 
Greenwood, Ind., just outside of Indianapolis, is fulfilling a history buff’s dream and venturing out to see 
firsthand some of the places he taught about for most of his career. Six years ago he began a journey to visit “the 
three Romes” – a concept put forth by a Russian philosopher citing Rome, Constantinople and Moscow as three 
key historical empires and religious centers – with Road Scholar.   
 
Road Scholar is the name for the programs developed and offered by Elderhostel, the not-for-profit world leader 
in lifelong learning since 1975.  
 
“Fore more than 35 years, I taught high school history without having visited most of the places I covered in my 
classes,” Hanlin says. “Though I had many favorite topics and places, I was always fascinated by the concept of 
the ‘three Romes: Rome, Constantinople, and Moscow.’ As a historical concept, it had very little to do with the 
usually British perspective that we Americans have of European history.  So I have read many books about Late 
Roman and Byzantine history and Russian history and noted the continuity as well as the change as history 
flowed from one city to another. After my wife died, I promised myself that I would see all ‘three Romes’ as well 
as the lands of Italy, Turkey, and Russia.”   
 
Hanlin is a second-generation Road Scholar participant. He first heard of the organization’s educational travel 
experiences through his parents who attended programs for years. Hanlin has ventured on several other 
programs in addition to his travels to the “three Romes,” including behind-the-scenes in New York City theater, 
an intergenerational experience in Williamsburg with his great-nephew and cruising the Erie Canal to follow in 
the footsteps of his ancestors who took the Hudson River, Erie Canal and Lake Erie route to Ohio in the mid-
19th century.  
 
 “I love the educational content of the programs and being with people who like getting out and learning 
something new,” he says.    
 
His quest to see the “three Romes” began in Russia in 2005. “I spent three wonderful weeks in Russia on Road 
Scholar’s Russian Heritage program.  Towards the end of the program through the Russian heartland, we stayed in 
the Dostoevsky Hotel in St. Petersburg. One night, I went up to the rooftop and found this wonderful view of 
Vladimirisky Cathedral across the street. It was late, but the Cathedral glistened in the extended twilight and I 
could almost feel the accumulated history of the Russian people in this beautiful city.”  
 
Last summer, Hanlin traveled to Rome with Road Scholar’s ship-based Adventures Afloat for an exploration of 
Italy’s architectural and artistic legacies. This September, he will head to the Mediterranean on the final leg of his 

mailto:newsmedia@roadscholar.org�


three-city journey on a program titled Byzantium, Constantinople, and Istanbul: Seat of Three Empires. Hanlin says of 
his upcoming program, “I will have seen the ‘three Romes’ and as the Moscovites say, ‘there will never be a 
fourth.’” 
 
  
About Road Scholar  
Road Scholar is the name for the programs developed and offered by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-profit world 
leader in lifelong learning since 1975. Our mission is to empower adults to explore the world’s places, peoples, 
cultures and ideas, and in so doing to discover more about themselves. A fellowship of learning and the joy of 
discovery are the hallmarks of the Road Scholar experience. 
  
Road Scholar programs bring together instructors and participants from diverse backgrounds to foster dynamic 
interaction, engaging discourse and warm camaraderie. In a world that seems to shrink smaller by the day 
because of technology, we believe that true insight and understanding are still sparked by hands-on experience 
and open discussions that stimulate the senses, energize the body and challenge the mind. We are committed to 
continually developing new program destinations, topics and formats to reflect the shifting realities and emerging 
trends of our ever-changing world.  
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