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IN CELEBRATION OF EARTH DAY ON APRIL 22, DISCOVER AND PRESERVE NATURE’S 

WONDERS ON ROAD SCHOLAR LEARNING ADVENTURES 
 
BOSTON (April 15, 2011) —  More than 40 years after concerns about preserving our natural resources became 
a national topic with the first-ever Earth Day on April 22, 1970, endless opportunities exist to appreciate and 
preserve Mother Nature.  Road Scholar offers a selection of learning adventures that celebrate nature’s wonders 
and give back to communities through projects that serve environmental needs.   
 
On a brand-new program Service Learning in the Dominican Republic: Creating a Sustainable World, Road Scholar 
instructors highlight how sustainable development has become a necessity worldwide through discussions and 
service work in local communities.  The weeklong program is offered from December 2011 through March 
2012; projects include building biomass stoves, rebuilding shacks, reforestation and permaculture gardening, as 
well as spending time at a Haitian refugee camp and at an orphanage.  Independent time allows for exploring 
local culture.  
 
Grand Canyon Ecosystem Restoration is an opportunity to assist in preserving this natural wonder’s surrounding 
environment, impacted by millions of visitors coming to appreciate its beauty each year.  Road Scholar 
participants on this six-day experience work on revegetation projects that ensure that native plants of Grand 
Canyon thrive. 
 
Volunteer researchers work hands-on with a marine biologist on a seven-night program in Belize, Preserving the 
Coral Reef,  to collect data on key coral reef health indicators off one of earth’s richest and most diverse marine 
habitats. The monitoring project offered in association with the Oceanic Society will help provide an early 
warning of changes in reef health, which contributes to overall global environmental health. 
 
Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge Service Work is a five-night adventure that includes projects such as building 
protective sand dune fencing, improving access on marsh trails, and building boxes for birds and the endangered 
Delmarva Fox Squirrel.  Through project work and expert led lectures, participants also experience behind-the-
scenes access to park areas closed to the general public.   
 
For more information on these and other programs, visit www.roadscholar.org. 
 
About Elderhostel and Road Scholar 
Road Scholar is the name for the programs developed and offered by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-profit world 
leader in lifelong learning since 1975. Our mission is to empower adults to explore the world’s places, peoples, 
cultures and ideas, and in so doing to discover more about themselves. A fellowship of learning and the joy of 
discovery are the hallmarks of the Road Scholar experience. 
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Road Scholar programs bring together instructors and participants from diverse backgrounds to foster dynamic 
interaction, engaging discourse and warm camaraderie. In a world that seems to shrink smaller by the day 
because of technology, we believe that true insight and understanding are still sparked by hands-on experience 
and open discussions that stimulate the senses, energize the body and challenge the mind. We are committed to 
continually developing new program destinations, topics and formats to reflect the shifting realities and emerging 
trends of our ever-changing world.  
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