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ROAD SCHOLAR TAKES MAIDEN JOURNEY THROUGH  
THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. IN ATLANTA 

 
Participants Will Visit King’s Hometown Where the Course of American  

History was Changed  
 
ATLANTA (February  25, 2011) — Road Scholar/Elderhostel,  the global leader in lifelong learning, 
has added a new adventure to its more than 8,000 programs that takes participants through the life and 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in his native Atlanta. 
 
Three years in the making, the newly developed program will take place from April 7 – 11, 2011. 
Participants will begin their adventure with a visit to Morehouse College, one of the preeminent 
historically black colleges in America -- and King’s alma mater -- which continues to serve as a bastion 
of education for Black men, producing some of the country’s most prominent African American 
leaders.  An expert-led exploration of the campus will include a visit to the MLK International Chapel 
and the Hall of Honor portraits, lunch on campus with a select group of students, and lectures by leading 
professors who knew King and can share first-person accounts of one of the most influential leaders in 
U.S. history.  The Morehouse visit concludes with a viewing of the King papers at the Woodruff 
Library and a lecture by Dr. Vicki Crawford, director of the Martin Luther King Jr. Collection. 
 
Another highlight includes a visit to the Sweet Auburn Historic District, once a boomtown of nightlife 
and entertainment for Blacks during segregation. Program participants will see the home where King 
was born and historic Ebenezer Church where King served as pastor.  A visit to the King Center, with 
an official welcome from a member of the King family; and a visit to the burial sight of Dr. King and 
Mrs. Coretta Scott King completes the Auburn Avenue excursion. 
 
A special highlight includes Sunday morning worship service at the new Ebenezer Baptist Church and a 
fried chicken dinner at the still-popular Pashcal’s restaurant where King and other Black ministers and 
activists frequently met for discussions. 
 
“Dr. King’s influence more than 40 years after his death is unquestionable,” says Kathy Taylor, 
associate vice president of community development at Road Scholar. “This learning adventure  
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takes an up-close and personal look at both Dr. King’s life and the place he called home. It’s an 
exceptional opportunity to learn more about this pivotal figure in history and we are excited to offer 
this new program.” 
 
There will be a "Taste of Road Scholar" reception on the evening of April 9th at the Carter Center to 
welcome participating Road Scholars to Atlanta and to invite Atlantans to discover Road Scholar.  The 
Honorary Chairs of the Atlanta host committee for the reception include Dr. Robert  
Franklin, president of Morehouse College; Reverend Dr. Raphael Warnock, pastor of Ebenezer 
Baptist Church; The Honorable Patsy Jo Hilliard, former Mayor of the City of East Point; and Ms. 
Carolyn Young (Mrs. Andrew Young). 
  
Bunnie Jackson-Ransom, the local coordinator of the M. L. King Jr. program, was hired by Road 
Scholar three years ago to participate in an aggressive initiative to reach more African Americans and 
develop opportunities that speak directly to the Black experience. What she discovered while putting 
together this one-of-a-kind experience for the worldly participants of the Road Scholar program is that 
even native Atlantans, transplants, and citizens across Georgia more often than not have not visited 
some of the places that are part of the program and take these history-laden landmarks for granted. 
 
“Atlanta is my home and has been since the wake of the Civil Rights movement,” says Jackson-
Ransom. “I was delighted to put the program together because, as an Atlantan, we tend to take for 
granted that the amazing trail Dr. King blazed for our community – and the world at large – is right 
here in our backyard. I am proud of the legacy Dr. King left all of us. His was a global message and I 
am humbled to be able to help share it with the world. 
 
“From the start, we reached out to the King family and they responded willingly. Dr. King’s nephew, 
Isaac Farris; his sister, Dr. Christine King Farris; and King’s oldest son, Martin Luther King III, 
have all been and continue to be involved in our efforts,” she adds. 
 
Road Scholar’s Taylor says that since announcing the program late last year, the response has been 
tremendous – and not just among Blacks. “Baby boomers have been particularly interested in this four-
day experience,” she added. “They have the time, interest and see this as a great opportunity to 
continue to learn.” 
 
The Life and Times of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. takes place from April 7-11, 2011.  For more information 
or to register, call toll-free (877) 426-8056 or visit www.roadscholar.org/19773.    
 
About Road Scholar  
Road Scholar is the name for the programs developed and offered by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-
profit world leader in lifelong learning since 1975. Our mission is to empower adults to explore the 
world’s places, peoples, cultures and ideas, and in so doing to discover more about themselves. A 
fellowship of learning and the joy of discovery are the hallmarks of the Road Scholar experience. 
  
Road Scholar programs bring together instructors and participants from diverse backgrounds to foster 
dynamic interaction, engaging discourse and warm camaraderie. In a world that seems to shrink smaller 
by the day because of technology, we believe that true insight and understanding are still sparked by 
hands-on experience and open discussions that stimulate the senses, energize the body and challenge 
the mind. We are committed to continually developing new program destinations, topics and formats to 
reflect the shifting realities and emerging trends of our ever-changing world.  
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