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HIT THE ROAD AND SPEND THE HOLIDAYS A LITTLE DIFFERENTLY THIS YEAR
   
BOSTON (November 12, 2013) — While there is much to look forward to on the homefront in the 
holiday season, there is nothing quite like experiencing how locals celebrate the holidays all over 
the country and around the world.  Led by expert instructors showcasing the best of local 
celebrations, Road Scholar’s holiday programs are an opportunity to travel and celebrate the season 
without the usual holiday stress.  Road Scholar participants can celebrate the holidays in a new way 
or discover new cultural celebrations and enjoy sharing the occasion with fellow travelers. Each 
program offers an exceptional value including accommodations, meals, lectures, activities, 
gratuities, and more. 
 
“Holiday programs are an excellent way to celebrate and learn something new at the same time,” 
says JoAnn Bell, vice president of programming at Road Scholar. “There are great opportunities to 
participate in festivities and the best part is that all the details are taken care of by Road Scholar.” 
 
Programs in the U.S. include: 
 
Santa Fe Holiday Traditions: Beyond the Ordinary  
www.roadscholar.org/6858 
Experience the foods, music and ceremonies that Native American and Hispanic cultures used to 
commemorate the holidays.  Experience the unique Christmas celebrations that blend the traditional 
beliefs of the Pueblo people and those of the Spanish colonists. 
 
New York for the Holidays: A Spectacular Festive Tradition  
www.roadscholar.org/20446 
From department store windows displaying Santa’s winter workshop to red-and-white hansom cabs 
clip-clopping through snowy Central Park and the Christmas tree at Rockefeller Plaza, experience 
the magic of this holiday season completely in New York City. 
 
The Vanderbilts and Christmas at the Biltmore Estate  
www.roadscholar.org/10404  
Be part of the sparkling Christmas celebration at the Biltmore Estate, America's largest mansion. 
George Vanderbilt was the son of the wealthiest man in America at the turn of the century and his 
home, Biltmore, is an outstanding example of the country estates built during the Gilded Age. 
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International programs include:  
 
Christmas in France: Joyeux Noël  
www.roadscholar.org/20444 
The festive decorations, culinary wonders and cultural traditions of France during the Christmas 
season come alive during this holiday adventure into the heart of Paris, Colmar and Aix-en-
Provence. Sample traditional holiday cuisine and admire the craftsmanship of local artisans as you 
wander through the region’s incredible Christmas markets, and learn about the fascinating history of 
these locales. 
 
Christmas Traditions in Austria and Germany: A Feast for the Senses 
www.roadscholar.org/17164 
In the world-famous Christmas markets of Vienna, Salzburg and Munich, the smells and the sights 
are as wonderful as the tastes and sounds. Experience the beloved holiday customs of Central 
Europe as you stroll among the artisans selling hand-crafted decorations, candles and toys at the 
markets and enjoy magical Advent celebrations and joyful music. 
 
Christmas in Assisi  
www.roadscholar.org/19220 
The holidays in Assisi and surrounding Umbria offer a unique blend of seasonal events, hill town 
festivities and stunning landscapes, epitomizing Italy in place and spirit. Through expert lectures, 
archaeological analysis and in-person encounters with some of history's greatest art masterpieces, 
get to know the home of St. Francis and trace its heritage back to Rome and beyond.  
 
Christmas in a Winter Wonderland: Switzerland 
www.roadscholar.org/19257 
Experience an adventurous Christmas in the Swiss Alpine ski village of Davos, a storied health and 
sporting enclave known for its fresh mountain air, abundant sunshine, ski slopes and the annual 
World Economic Forum it hosts. Explore the historic town of Davos and the surrounding region via 
train, horse-drawn sleigh, snowshoe and optional tobogganing.  
 
For more information on these and other holiday programs, visit www.roadscholar.org/holidays.  
 
About Road Scholar  
Not-for-profit Road Scholar’s mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. Our learning 
adventures engage expert instructors, provide extraordinary access, and stimulate discourse and 
friendship among people for whom learning is the journey of a lifetime. Since inception, more than 
5 million people have enrolled in our 5,500 iconic educational adventures offered annually in 50 
states and 150 countries around the world.  
  
Road Scholar educational adventures are created by Elderhostel, the not-for-profit world leader in 
lifelong learning since 1975. To learn more, please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org/press. 
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