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THE UPCOMING 2012 ELECTION LEADS TO INCREASED INTEREST IN ROAD SCHOLAR 

PROGRAMS TO PRESIDENTAL LIBRARIES AND ANCESTRAL HOMES   
 
BOSTON (September 28, 2012) — The upcoming presidential election has led to a significant increase in 
interest in presidential libraries, museums and ancestral homes across the country.  In order to meet this 
increasing demand, Road Scholar, the leader in educational travel for older adults, is offering over 20 new and 
existing programs throughout 2012 and 2013 that explore the presidential libraries, museums and residential 
homes of some of the nation’s most popular presidents. 
 
Historically based programs, like those that visit presidential libraries have long been a popular destination for 
participants, many of whom are former educators.  Two participants, Richard Hartwick, 64, an accountant, and 
Laurie Roggenbuck, 55, a diabetes nurse, both of Michigan, recently attended the City Highlights Weekend in Boston 
program that included a visit to the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, which presents the life, 
leadership and legacy of President Kennedy. As a very special highlight, Dr. Sheldon Stern, who served as official 
historian of the JFK Library from 1977-1999, delivered a lecture on the October 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis, 
based on recently declassified secret tapes.   
 
“Our trip to the JFK Presidential Library and Museum was my first time at a Presidential Library,” said Richard.  
“I was expecting to see a number of documents under glass and pens that had been used to sign significant 
legislation. However, I was pleasantly surprised to find that the exhibit was full of video coverage of events such 
as the Kennedy/Nixon debates, the missile crisis, and of course November 1963. I remember these events and 
the videos brought back memories.” 
 
The permanent and special exhibits convey the former president’s enthusiasm for politics and public service as 
well as illustrating the nature of the office of the president. 
 
“I’d never been to a presidential library before, and I know it wouldn’t have been on my first list of things to 
do,” said Laurie. “I thought a presidential library would be mostly documents from his presidency, bills he had 
signed, etc. – but it wasn’t like that at all.  Having the Road Scholar sponsored lecture beforehand provided so 
much more background to be able to appreciate what we were seeing in the library.” 
 
Road Scholar offers several programs that visit presidential museums and libraries. Some of the most popular 
programs include: 
 
The Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 
www.roadscholar.org/13975 
 
The Roosevelts: The Life and Legacy of Franklin and Eleanor 
www.roadscholar.org/16009 
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Additional programs that will be available in 2013: 
 

• Jimmy Carter Library-Museum, Atlanta, Ga. 
• William J. Clinton Library-Museum, Little Rock, Ark.  
• John F. Kennedy Library-Museum, Boston, Mass.  
• Lyndon B. Johnson Library-Museum Austin, Texas  
• Harry S. Truman Library -Museum, Independence, Mo. / HST Little White House, Key West, Fla. 

 
Presidential homes we visit: 
 

• Thomas Jefferson Home, Monticello,Va. 
• James Madison Home, Montpelier, Orange, Va. 
• James Monroe Home, Ash Lawn-Highland, Charlottesville, Va. 
• George Washington Home, Mount Vernon,Va. 
• Woodrow Wilson Birthplace, Staunton, Va. / Woodrow Wilson Home, Washington, D.C. 

 
About Road Scholar  
Not-for-profit Road Scholar’s mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. Our learning adventures 
engage expert instructors, provide extraordinary access, and stimulate discourse and friendship among people for 
whom learning is the journey of a lifetime. Since inception, more than 5 million people have enrolled in our 
6,500 iconic educational adventures offered annually in 50 states and 150 countries around the world.  
  
Road Scholar educational adventures are created by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-profit world leader in lifelong 
learning since 1975. To learn more, please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org/press. 
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