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FINAL MARIGOLD IDEAS FOR GOOD GRAND-PRIZE WINNER SEEKS TO FIND A SITE 

AND BUILD A COMMUNITY FOR SEVERELY DISABLED ADULTS IN MALIBU  
 
BOSTON (December  19, 2012) — Lisa Szilagyi is the sixth and final Marigold Ideas for Good grand-prize contest 
winner and, like the previous five winners, she has invested a significant amount of time and energy into 
improving her local community. Several years ago, Lisa, the mother of a disabled daughter, along with a small 
group of parents of special needs individuals founded the Aurelia Foundation, a non-profit organization that was 
created to establish programs to encourage discovery and development of their unique talents and abilities as 
they leave the school system and enter community life. 
 
Lisa became involved in the special needs community after her daughter, Emily was diagnosed with 
Tuberous Sclerosis Complex (TSC), a rare genetic disease that causes tumors to grow in the brain and other vital 
organs. After the diagnoses, Lisa and her husband, Rob began the long process of learning about the joys and 
frustrations of caring for a severely disabled child. 
 
“Before Emily was born, I worked in film distribution but knew it wasn’t my life’s calling,” Lisa said. “After she 
was born, I began working as an instructional assistant for kids with special needs, and realized I really loved it. I 
went back to school to get my credential, and I have been teaching Special Education at Malibu High School for 
12 years. I’ve learned that while there are resources for kids under 22, once they ‘age out’ of the school system, 
there is nowhere for these young adults with significant challenges to go. The $5,000 grant money will go toward 
securing a space for young adults 18-plus to go to learn life skills.” 
 
The public school system currently accommodates disabled children up to age 22, depending upon their level of 
disability. However, once they reach the age of 22, available resources vary by community and in many cases, 
young adults have no option but to stay home under the care of their parents or a paid caregiver. Lisa hopes to 
change that in her small community in Malibu. 
 
“It is absolutely a waste for these young adults to stay home all day with no physical activity or mental 
stimulation,” Lisa said. “They need a safe space they can go to where they can interact with each other as well as 
other young people from the community, learn life skills and exercise. Our most immediate need is to find a 
facility in Malibu that can host a group of severely disabled adults.” 
 
The need for around-the-clock care for a disabled child can take a toll on a marriage. However, Lisa says she is 
fortunate to have a great husband and a 20-year-old son currently in college in central California. While she and 
Rob don’t often get a chance to get away alone, she’s hoping that the award of a $5,000 Road Scholar program, 
including round-trip airfare, will give them a chance to get away, if only for a few days. 
 
“I am thrilled and honored to win this contest, and look forward to taking a much-needed vacation,” Lisa said. 
“My husband was born in Australia and we took our children there for a visit when they were younger. However 
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Rob and I rarely get away together. Hopefully, we’ll be able to take a short trip together, to the Mackinaw Island 
in Michigan or take a train trip through the Canadian Rockies. We can’t wait!”   
 
To make a contribution or donate a facility to the Aurelia Foundation, please contact www.aureliafoundation.org. 
 
About Road Scholar  
Not-for-profit Road Scholar’s mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. Our learning adventures 
engage expert instructors, provide extraordinary access, and stimulate discourse and friendship among people for 
whom learning is the journey of a lifetime. Since inception, more than 5 million people have enrolled in our 
6,500 iconic educational adventures offered annually in 50 states and 150 countries around the world.  
  
Road Scholar educational adventures are created by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-profit world leader in lifelong 
learning since 1975. To learn more, please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org/press. 
 
About Participant Media 
Participant Media (participantmedia.com) is a Los Angeles-based global entertainment company specializing in 
socially-relevant documentary and narrative feature films, television, publishing and digital media. Participant 
exists to tell compelling, entertaining stories that bring to the forefront real issues that shape our lives. For each 
of its projects, Participant creates extensive social action and advocacy programs, which provide ideas and tools 
to transform the impact of the media experience into individual and community action. Participant’s online 
Social Action Network is TakePart (takepart.com). Participant’s films include The Kite Runner, Charlie Wilson’s 
War, Darfur Now, An Inconvenient Truth, Good Night, and Good Luck, Syriana, The Visitor, The Soloist, Food, Inc., The 
Cove, The Crazies, Countdown to Zero, Waiting for “Superman”, Fair Game, PAGE ONE: Inside the New York Times, The 
Help, Contagion and the Best Exotic Marigold Hotel. 
 
About Encore.org 
Encore.org (formerly Civic Ventures) aims to engage millions of people in the second half of the life in encore 
careers – combining personal meaning, continued income and social impact – to produce a windfall of talent to 
solve society’s greatest problems. 
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