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NEW MARIGOLD CONTEST WINNER TO TRAVEL TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC WITH 

ROAD SCHOLAR TO CONTINUE GROUNDBREAKING WORK ON ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY STOVE PROJECT  

 
BOSTON (November 5, 2012) — David Stillman, the executive director of the Public-Private Alliance 
Foundation and a retired United Nations staffer  is the latest winner of the Marigold Ideas for Good contest, 
receiving a $5,000 grant and a $5,000 Road Scholar educational travel program.   The grant will help provide 
clean fuel burning stoves to Haitian families, purchase ethanol from local farmers and distillers, pay for 
construction of a briquette press, and cover costs for project monitoring and evaluation. Next year, Mr. Stillman 
will travel to the Dominican Republic on a Road Scholar program and while there, will evaluate whether the 
progress the foundation has made in Haiti can make a similar impact on the lives of families in need in the small 
island nation. Road Scholar’s Service Learning program in the Dominican Republic focuses on how sustainable 
development has become a necessity for all humanity as they bring immediate improvement to the lives of the 
residents with whom they’ll interact on their four days of service. The theme of sustainability continues with 
meals prepared from locally-sourced poultry, fish, meat, and organically grown fruits and vegetables. 

The Public-Private Alliance Foundation (PPAF) is a non-profit organization dedicated to reducing poverty by 
bringing together business, government, community, academic, United Nations and other interests. Through 
collaboration, they are helping to stimulate entrepreneurship and commerce-related activities and encourage 
investment for sustainable development. Focusing on Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Madagascar, their 
vision is to make a difference for human betterment and for a sustainable environment. 

After the earthquake in Haiti in 2010, the Foundation, with the help and inspiration provided by Project Gaia 
International, introduced new environmentally friendly stoves fueled by ethanol to help reduce fuel costs, reduce 
exposure to noxious fumes and to improve the health of women and children. 
 
“Deforestation and the use of wood for cooking have reduced Haiti’s forest covering from 60 percent in the 
1920s to less than two percent today, “David said. “In addition to introducing environmentally friendly stoves, 
our work in Haiti also focuses on helping the locals create the infrastructure and networks necessary to make 
their own alcohol fuel to eventually replace the wood and charcoal currently used.” 

Beginning in September, the foundation partnered with the Art Creation Foundation for Children (ACFFC) in 
Jacmel, Haiti to pilot the new stoves with a group of mothers there. The next steps focus on expansion at 
ACFFC and cooperation with small-scale distillers and other small businesses in Leogane and Jacmel. With a 
growing demand it will be important to strengthen the supply of Haitian sugar ethanol, the local manufacture of 
stoves, and the development of marketing and supply chain. 
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 “The $5,000 grant from the Marigold contest will be directly invested in the Clean Cookstove and Fuel 
Initiative,” Stillman said. “Now that the Haitian project is underway, I’m eager to travel to the Dominican 
Republic with Road Scholar to help with their Service Learning projects and see whether there are any best 
practices we can share across projects.”   
 
To learn more about service learning in the Dominican Republic, please visit our website: 
www.roadscholar.org/20187. 
 
About Road Scholar  
Not-for-profit Road Scholar’s mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. Our learning adventures 
engage expert instructors, provide extraordinary access, and stimulate discourse and friendship among people for 
whom learning is the journey of a lifetime. Since inception, more than 5 million people have enrolled in our 
6,500 iconic educational adventures offered annually in 50 states and 150 countries around the world.  
  
Road Scholar educational adventures are created by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-profit world leader in lifelong 
learning since 1975. To learn more, please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org/press. 
 
About Participant Media 
Participant Media (participantmedia.com) is a Los Angeles-based global entertainment company specializing in 
socially-relevant documentary and narrative feature films, television, publishing and digital media. Participant 
exists to tell compelling, entertaining stories that bring to the forefront real issues that shape our lives. For each 
of its projects, Participant creates extensive social action and advocacy programs, which provide ideas and tools 
to transform the impact of the media experience into individual and community action. Participant’s online 
Social Action Network is TakePart (takepart.com). Participant’s films include The Kite Runner, Charlie Wilson’s 
War, Darfur Now, An Inconvenient Truth, Good Night, and Good Luck, Syriana, The Visitor, The Soloist, Food, Inc., The 
Cove, The Crazies, Countdown to Zero, Waiting for “Superman”, Fair Game, PAGE ONE: Inside the New York Times, The 
Help, Contagion and the Best Exotic Marigold Hotel. 
 
About Encore.org 
Encore.org (formerly Civic Ventures) aims to engage millions of people in the second half of the life in encore 
careers – combining personal meaning, continued income and social impact – to produce a windfall of talent to 
solve society’s greatest problems. 
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