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WITH INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL ON THE RISE, CUBA IS TOP DESTINATION FOR 

AFRICAN AMERICANS ON ROAD SCHOLAR EDUCATIONAL ADVENTURES  
 
BOSTON (February 6, 2013) — In many ways, 2012 represented a turning point for the travel industry. First, 
while the U.S. travel and tourism industry is a substantial component of U.S. Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 
scant investment has been made in the travel and tourism industry and in making America a top destination for 
world travelers. Acknowledging the tremendous opportunity that tourism provides to create jobs and strengthen 
the U.S. economy, President Barack Obama signed an Executive Order in 2012 and announced new 
administrative initiatives to significantly increase travel and tourism in and to the United States. 
 
Second, many travel experts predicted that domestic and international travel would increase in 2012 after years of 
decline following the events of Sept. 11, 2001, and they were right. For the first time in several years, 
international and domestic travel showed a slight uptick, which means that more Americans are starting to hit the 
road again. 
 
Finally, the predictions for African American travel were even more encouraging. In 2012, Diversity Affluence, a 
diversity research, marketing communications and business development consultancy, released market research 
indicating that travel among affluent African Americans increased by 30 percent in the past three years.  
 
This year, Road Scholar created several new program types to appeal to the ever-changing demands of 
participants interested in educational travel. Flex programs were created to appeal to baby boomers, while 
domestic and international Family programs were created to allow multi-generational groups to travel together. 
Whether it’s a Family, Flex or historic, cultural or activity-based programs, Road Scholar strives to provide 
enriching educational adventures for all.  
 
“Road Scholar’s mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel,” said JoAnn Bell, Vice President, 
Programs. “We also believe that programs that reflect a diversity of cultures and perspectives, as well as a diverse 
group of participants on our programs, enrich the learning experience for everyone. In the end, all of our 
participants, regardless of race, ethnicity or cultural background, share a common interest in learning.”  
 
Domestic programs in New Orleans, New Mexico, Washington, D.C. and New England continue to be big 
draws for African American participants. But it was the international destinations that proved the most popular. 
In 2012, several new destinations emerged as popular with all of our participants, with Cuba leading the way. It’s 
been particularly popular with our African American participants. In 2012, several groups traveled to Cuba with 
us, including professors from Morehouse University, members of the Association of Black Psychologists and the 
National Association of Black School Educators. In fact, the top destination for African Americans with Road 
Scholar in 2012 was Cuba, followed by Italy, Paris and India. 
 
“It was enlightening and a joy to experience, for a few days, a different culture of the African Diaspora,” said 
Road Scholar participant Harry W. Taylor.  “The Cuban people were welcoming and gracious.  The musical and 
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artistic talent we witnessed was inspiring and on occasion fun to dance to. It was interesting to compare and 
contrast what we experienced versus what we have read and what has been portrayed in the U.S. media, as well 
as, the official presentations by some of the Cuban commentators.”  Harry’s sister, Mary T. Greer added, “we 
especially enjoyed the visit to the senior citizen's center, the Santeria lecture and performance, the abundance and 
beauty of Afrocentric art and although it was not an official part of the tour, being allowed to tour the Museum 
of the Revolution.” 
  
If you are interested in learning more about educational travel or our African American-inspired programs, 
please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org. 
 
Road Scholar programs to Cuba in 2013: 
 
The Cuban Art Revolution: Meeting the Artists and People of Cuba 
www.roadscholar.org/20610 
 
Cuba Today: People and Society 
www.roadscholar.org/20437 
 
Inside Cuba: An In-Depth Island Journey 
www.roadscholar.org/20612 
 
Shalom Cuba: Exploring Jewish Heritage 
www.roadscholar.org/20436 
 
About Road Scholar  
Not-for-profit Road Scholar’s mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. Our learning adventures 
engage expert instructors, provide extraordinary access, and stimulate discourse and friendship among people for 
whom learning is the journey of a lifetime. Since inception, more than 5 million people have enrolled in our 
6,500 iconic educational adventures offered annually in 50 states and 150 countries around the world.  
  
Road Scholar educational adventures are created by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-profit world leader in lifelong 
learning since 1975. To learn more, please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org/press. 
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