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In the fall, members of the Academy for Lifelong Learning in New York will be studying 
Power And Persuasion In Presidential Politics.  This study group will explore Robert Caro’s 
descriptions of public and private interactions among the political elite and Lyndon Johnson 
in the years 1960 to 1968. The political drama of those presidential years, soaked with 
passion, anger, distrust, honor, deceit, envy, ambition, and compelling political forces, tells 
an irresistible story of how men and women with political power emerge, dominate, and 
shape the destiny of our nation. This is a story behind the headlines about politics, a story 
about the past that is surely a prologue to the present and to the future. 
 
Last month, members of Brookdale Lifelong Learning at Brookdale Community College 
in New Jersey explored Putting it All Together: Short Stories.  Like any great journey, short 
stories can provide unforgettable new experiences.  They explored different cultural values 
and the experiences as they attempted to understand their place on earth, beliefs, subsequent 
feelings and ultimate actions.   
 
A Conversational Presentation of the History and Culture of Buffalo Hunting Before 1876 is the title of 
a course being given at the Institute for Mature Learning at Drury University in Missouri 
this summer.  Participants will learn about the economics, distribution dangers and practical 
reasons for buffalo hunting during this period of our history. 
 
This fall, members of the Lifelong Learning at Regis College program in Massachusetts 
will be learning about the Vietnam War: Myths, Mistakes, Delusions.  They will explore how we 
became involved, how we conducted the struggle, and how we can learn about the limits of 
American power.   
 
This fall, members of the Lifelong Learning Institute at James Madison University in 
Virginia will be studying One-Act Operas: Appetizers Can Become Entrees. Many operas are only 
one act, generally containing several scenes. A one-act opera typically contains at least one 
famous aria; many of them are so beautifully crafted that they deserve individual attention. 
They will study five one-act operas and become familiar with several others. Participants will 
listen to highlights from each and examine its plot and staging. Included are: Menotti’s 
Amahl and the Night Visitors, Puccini’s Suor Angelica (“Sister Angelica”), Debussy’s L'enfant 
Prodigue (“The Prodigal Son”), Mascagni’s Cavalleria Rusticana (“Rustic Chivalry”), Tom 
Johnson’s The Four-Note Opera, Menotti’s The Medium and Puccini’s Gianni Schicchi. 
 
Over the spring, members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Granite State 
University in New Hampshire toured the New Hampshire State Library.  They enjoyed a 
detailed tour of this historic place and its collection.  The recently renovated public spaces 
highlight grand Victorian architecture at its best.  The collection, which dates back to the 
colonial period, contains many historic ad valuable records of New Hampshire history. 
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Over the summer, members of the OLLI program at Humboldt State University in 
California will be studying Queens Marrying North: Aragonese Sisters.  This course investigates 
the influence during the 13th century of the Aragonese sisters, whose al-Andalusian heritage 
contributed to the emerging High Middle Ages.   
 
This summer, members of the PILLAR Institute for Lifelong Learning in Colorado 
Springs will be studying The Secrets of the Sun. Where did it come from? What is it made of? 
How does it get its energy? How does it compare with other stars? What will finally happen 
to the sun, and will it destroy the earth? 
 
This fall, members of the Worcester Institute for Senior Education at Assumptions 
College in Massachusetts will study Pascal’s Pensees. A prodigy in his youth and a first-rate 
mathematician and physicist, Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) is best remembered for his sharp 
insights into human nature and his brilliant prose style in his unfinished work on religion 
known as Pensees.  They will cover selected passages in Pensees. 
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