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LLI CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT 
August, 2013 

 

VANISHING CULTURES AROUND THE WORLD 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, Berkshire Community College, Massachusetts 

 
Despite differences and unusual customs, all people have the same hopes and dreams – 
happiness, prosperity, good health, education, and a better life or their children.  Through 
the medium of high-resolution slides, participants will join the lecturer as she visits vanishing 
cultures, trekking into remote ethnic-minority villages, sleeping in people’s huts and 
witnessing their lifestyles and dances.  A few artifacts will be on display at each of the six 
sessions.  Topics include: 
 
Papua New Guinea – The centuries-old tradition of tribal war and cannibalism is now 
replaced by the amazing Goroka Dance Festival, with incredible costumes, body paint and 
headdresses.  Witness a men’s Spirit Dance with gorgeous birds of paradise headdresses.  
Visit the Huli Wigmen, who live isolated for two years; a young bride bartered for pigs; and 
village life along the Sepik River. 
 
Trekking in North Vietnam – Many ethnic-minority hill tribes live in the mountains along 
the Chinese border – the Red Dzao, Black H’mong and Flower H’mong.  Hiking for eight 
days on steep water-buffalo paths and rice paddies, arriving at colorful markets and villages, 
sleeping in small houses and eating meals cooked over fire on a dirt floor, and learning about 
unusual marriage customs – these were true adventures.  Are fried grasshoppers delicious? 
 
Namibia, Africa – Camping in Namibia, one sees many wonders; the highest sand dunes in 
the world, San Bushmen ancient paintings and rock carvings, Himba women with red clay 
bodies and braids who never wash with water, elephants and stalking lions in Etosha Park, 
dances of the Batswana and San Bushmen tribes, and walking with traditional hunters and 
gatherers at sunrise. 
 
Toga, Benin, Ghana – An exploratory trip into the heart of African villages rarely if ever 
visited by Westerners; drumming and tribal dances; fetish worship and voodoo dance where 
women fall into trances; sacrifices to the famous oracle in a cave; Witches Village, where 
women live isolated; the masked Gelede Dace at midnight; and camping in a painted 
Gurunsi village. 
 
Indonesia – On a three-day trip into the heart of Borneo’s villages, see dances and old 
Dayak women with ear lobes stretched to their shoulders.  In Sulawesi, view geometrically 
painted houses with sacrificed buffalo horns, 50 tied and squealing pigs at a funeral 
ceremony, and realistic carved effigies of the deceased in cave openings.  In Bali, explore 
temples, Barong dance, gamelan and rice paddies. 
 
Orissa, India – Visit this remote place; ancient Hindu temples, village life and markets, 
women with tattooed faces and nose rings, Sadhus with hair to the floor, and mountain 
Bonda women. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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SUMMER INTERSESSION 
Explorers Lifelong Learning Institute, Salem State University, Massachusetts 

 
For twelve Wednesdays during the summer, from 10 a.m. to noon, a different topic will be 
explored by members who still want to take part in lifelong learning over the summer 
months.  Topics for 2013 include: 
 
Rich and Poor in America: Causes and Consequences of Growing Inequality – A 
discussion of the increasing inequality between rich and poor in wealth as well as growing 
inequality between skilled and unskilled workers in income. 
 
Why We Are Who We Are – A look back at the influences that have profoundly affected 
our lives.  During this interactive program, audience members are invited to participate in 
the discussion. 
 
Explorer Morning at Hollywood Hits – A lecture by the manager about the theatre 
followed by a movie viewing. 
 
Pain: History and Treatment – An exploration of the history of pain treatment and the 
current epidemic of chronic pain in the world, as well as a discussion of the various options 
available to treat pain ranging from surgery and medication to acupuncture and meditation. 
 
Elder Law for Explorers – A local Elder Law attorney provides attendees with a 
description of Estate Planning tools and discusses the effects of the new Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code and the new Uniform Trust Code adopted by the Massachusetts 
legislature last year.  A lively discussion of elder law topic closed out the session with 
participants having many questions. 
 
Learning More About Our Country – This session helps participants gain some new 
insights about the fifty states while engaging in some fun, and friendly competition.   
 
State of Law Enforcement in Essex County – The District Attorney for the county will 
discuss the status of current initiatives and the special focus on limiting the spread of 
substance abuse among young people. 
 
Salem Streets and Their History – The presenter discusses a series of Salem streets, tells 
how each street got its name and a little of the early history that relates to the name.  The 
history includes subjects like witchcraft, the Revolutionary War, merchants and mariners. 
 
Searching for Agent Spencer – A historical researcher has tracked down artifacts of his 
ancestor who was Indian agent for the nation’s largest Sioux Indian Reservation in Dakota 
Territory, and will tell the story of that ancestor, Col. L.F. Spencer. 
 
Charlotte Forten and Laura Towne: Not So Parallel Lives – The story of two teachers 
who went South during the Civil War to educate former slaves at the Penn School on South 
Carolina’s St. Helena Island. 
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GE Labor History in Lynn – Two past Union officials will provide a history of GE unions 
in Lynn including videos of the 1959 strike. 
 
The Geology of Salem Harbor – A discussion of how the harbor is built on a foundation 
of bedrock that reveals a history of protracted volcanic activity and faulting.  The bedrock 
resembles that of western North Africa.  The presenter tells when all this activity occurred, 
how the rocks got here and what geologic processes are responsible for shaping the present 
harbors and coasts.  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

WINSTON CHURCHILL  
Lifelong Learning at Regis College, Massachusetts 

 
A TRUE POLYMATH 

Best known for his courageous defiance of Nazi might during World War II, Winston 
Churchill (1874-1965) led a long and active life as a statesman, orator, soldier, journalist, 
Noel-laureate author, painter and bricklayer.  He entered the army in 1895 and served in 
Parliament from 1901 to 1964.  Using his own words and writings about him, this course will 
examine his long and storied careers, the issues of his times and the legend he became.   
 
Course materials include My Early Life, by Winston S. Churchill; The Churchill Companion, 
published by the Churchill Centre and a handout of speeches and articles by and about 
Churchill. 
 

WINSTON CHURCHILL & THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 
In 1940 Britain, under Winston Churchill, inflicted the first defeat on Adolph Hitler and 
began the process that ended in the destruction of Nazism.  Churchill, the Prime Minister, 
had been considered by many to be washed up, a politician best known by his failures. Yet 
his courage and skill provided just the leadership necessary to survive this crisis, in fact it 
seemed he was made for the job.  Churchill himself said he felt his whole life had been a 
preparation for that moment. This study group will examine Churchill’s career and evaluate 
the factors that enabled Britain to stand up to Hitler.  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

ALL BOUT BIRDS 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, Humboldt State University, California 

 
Over the summer, members of OLI explored the world of birds.  Classes included: 
 
Avian Landlord – Location, location, location.  Just as family needs may indicate a four-
bedroom house with workshop and home office, birds actually have specifications for a 
proper house as well.  In this class participants learned how to build and place a breeding 
box and which birds would be attracted to it.   
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Similar Bird Species – Although beginning bird watchers may be able to notice the 
similarities between their local avian populations, it can be tricky to truly identify each.  
Before frustration set in, participants joined this interactive class to learn some clues on 
telling similar special apart.  Handouts and a slide presentation helped with bird 
identifications. 
 
Gardening for Birds – For people who love birds and also love gardening, this class taught 
participants how to plant flowers and bushes to attract a larger variety of birds into their 
backyards.  The class also showed how nectar flowers, berry-bearing plants and trees could 
create an attractive habitat for birds and humans.  For fun, participants were encouraged to 
add a brush pile and water features to their yard, creating a paradise for birds. 
 
Beginning Birdwatching – The perfect class for those thinking of taking up birdwatching, 
but have no idea where to start.  In this class participants got a primer on choosing a field 
guide, picking optics, how to dress and tips in identifying birds.  They even got to put their 
new skills tow work with some actual bird outings. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

SUMMER SCHOLARS AT BROOKDALE 
Brookdale Community College, Lincroft, NJ 

 
Members of the local community have a chance to escape to Brookdale this summer for a 
vacation from the mundane!  They will start the day at 8:30 a.m. with a continental breakfast 
and then attend a morning workshop for a dose of early inspiration.  Later they can enjoy a 
relaxing lunch on the patio or a stroll through Brookdale’s beautiful camps, emerging 
refreshed for an afternoon of discovery and discussion.  Topics of this summer session 
include: 
 
From the Short Story to the Big Screen: Read ‘Em!  See ‘Em! Discuss ‘Em! – Five 
short stories in American Literature stretching from mid-19th century to mid-20th, each with 
it own engaging film. 
 
Ancient City of Life – A look at city living in the ancient world that explores roads, social 
structures, temple life, government agencies, law and gender. 
 
The Grand Convergence: 1492 and the Making of the Modern World – An examination 
of some of the demographic, ecological, and cultural consequences of this Grand 
Convergence and how it shaped the world we live in today. 
 
The Story Behind the Face – Have you ever wondered about the face of the portrait in 
famous painting throughout time?  What was the relationship between artist and subject?  
Was it a muse or an obsession?  Beginning with classical art and progressing through the 
ages, the class will explore these topics. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 


