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LLI CURRICULUM IDEAS 
September, 2013 

 
Starting this month, the Academy for Lifelong Learning in New York will be studying 
God’s Good Gift: The Fateful Combination Of Religion And Alcohol.  Alcohol is the emperor of all 
the drugs. Unlike almost all of the others, it is woven into the religious and social lives of 
many cultures across the world. This course will focus on the reality of alcohol and 
alcoholism in the history and culture of the United States. In four two-hour sessions, 
participants will look at the history of its use before and after the American Revolution, 
before and after temperance, the rise of prohibition, the coming of Alcoholics Anonymous, 
the opposition to the disease theory of alcoholism, and, finally, its role in modern American 
society. 
 
This fall, members of the Adventures in Learning LLI at Colby-Sawyer College in New 
Hampshire are studying The Dead Sea Scrolls and the World to Come.  The Dead Sea Scrolls 
Community existed at a fulcrum in time and left us documents outlining its history and 
apocalyptic belief system. The course will review these documents and, at the same time, 
outline their implications to our understanding of the Bible, Judaism and Christianity.  
Participants will see that the apocalyptic tradition, although conceived in pre-history, 
continues to play a vital role today. They will see  it simmering among the    Left 
Behind series, underlying Red State/Blue State issues and contributing to the current 
East/West conflict. And despite its tragic past, wherever they see it, they will see self-
fulfilling prophecies drawing followers to the edge of the age. The course will be conducted 
in lecture style illustrated with  a PowerPoint presentation and videos. Time will be provided 
for comments and questions.  
 
This summer, members of Brookdale Lifelong Learning at Brookdale Community College 
in New Jersey studied Three Tony Award Winning Musicals: Fiddler on the Roof, Le Miserables, Lion 
King.  Like many of the best Broadway Musicals, these three demand to be heard.  This 
program included an opening lecture, a listening period of the original Broadway cast 
recording, and a brief talkback. 
 
This fall, members of the Clement Manor Center for Enrichment in Wisconsin are 
exploring Writing To Clarify Your Inner Voice. This class will help participants discover their 
inner voice and how to move that inner voice forward in their writings. The purpose of this 
class is to help them connect to their intuition and spiritual heartbeat and how to put these 
insights into words. Attendees will be inspired to pursue their dreams and discover the 
impact they are still meant to have on the world!  
 
This fall members of the Explorer’s Lifelong Learning Institute at Salem State College in 
Massachusetts are studying Europe and America After WWII.  Among the topics they will 
explore are the rise of the common market and the changes in Europe and in America after 
the war. 
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This fall, members of the Institute for Continuing Learning at Young Harris College in 
Georgia will be studying Literature for Living: Odysseus, Luke Skywalker, and Harry Potter--The 
Hero's Journey. This course will examine what can be learned from one of the major themes 
in mythology--the journey of the hero. Following an overview of mythology in general and 
what it can teach about people’s lives, this class will highlight the dimensions of the hero's 
journey in the Odyssey, Star Wars, and Harry Potter. 
 
Our Changing Language is the title of a course being given this fall at the Lifelong Learning 
in Elkhart County program at Goshen College in Indiana.  The history of the English 
language illustrates radical change since its Indo-European origin. Natural language change 
continues in new word formation (including instant-messaging and texting abbreviations) 
and in regional dialects. Mandated language change, as in teaching “good usage” and in 
following reforms advocated by feminists, is more problematic. Can we control language 
change? Members are encouraged to bring their questions and examples. 
 
This fall, members of the Lifelong Learning Institute at James Madison University in 
Virginia will be studying Romans: An Insight Into Paul’s Theology.  The Apostle Paul intended to 
use the church at Rome as the base from which to launch a missionary journey into Spain. 
To present himself and his credentials to the church at Rome, he wrote the Letter to the 
Romans. They will spend five sessions unpacking Paul’s understanding of the meaning of 
salvation, the place of the Jews in God’s plan, and practical ways to live the Christian life 
once they move from Romans 7 to Romans 8.  
 
This fall, members of the Lifelong Learning program at Northern Essex Community 
College in Massachusetts will be studying the Life of Charlie Chaplin.  They will learn about the 
charming Charlie Chaplin who worked with a children’s dance troupe before making a huge 
mark on the big screen. 
 
This fall, members of the Lifelong Learning at Regis College program in Massachusetts 
are exploring America’s Pioneer First Ladies.  How did our original First Ladies know what was 
required of them when their husbands were elected president?  Participants will journey back 
and discover how these multi-talented women left their marks on the role of First Lady.  
They will meet the women from Martha Washington to Harriet Lane who served as 
Buchannan’s hostess.  They will discover who brought the first dog to the White House, 
who created the first library and much more. 
 
This past summer, members of the Mankato Area Lifelong Learners (MALL) in 
Minnesota studied Wolf Ecology in Minnesota.  This presentation covered some of the more 
interesting characteristics of wolves and accounts of human interaction with this unique 
animal. 
 
Members of the OLLI program at UMASS Boston will be studying Anton Chekhov: A 
Modest Genius, this fall.  They will explore the man and his time (1860-1904) and look at two 
of his major plays, a number of his short stories, and short plays. 
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The fall, members of the RISE program at Rivier College in New Hampshire are studying 
Tchaikovsky: His Life and Music.  They will explore the life and times of one of the greatest of 
the Russian composers.  This course will be divided between lecture, class discussion, and 
listening to music. 
 
This month, members of the Rollins Center for Lifelong Learning in Florida will be 
taking a course entitled Reading Fairytales to Grand-Daughters: Beyond Disney's Cultural 
Establishment.  This 4 week course is designed for students to get an understanding of the rich 
variety of classic fairy tales, to go back in time and see where they come from, and to see if 
there is a tradition which is better adapted to the modern aspirations of young children. 
 
This fall, members of the Worcester Institute for Senior Education at Assumptions 
College in Massachusetts will study the Great Greek City-States: Athens and Sparta.  They will 
examine the political structures of the two cities, including consideration of the social, 
artistic, economic, and intellectual characteristics; a comparative study of the two most 
notable Greek city-states, 5th century Athens and Sparta.  They will start with the Persian 
Invasion a 480 B.C. and end with the Peloponessian War ca 404 B.C. 
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