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Help Out an LLI! 

 
Marjorie Varner from Encore Learning in Arlington, Virginia is asking for your help.  She 
says that Encore Learning is considering buying an off-the-shelf 
membership/registration system after 10 years with a custom system and is wondering 
what other LLIs have been using successfully. Marjorie asks, “Does your LLI use a 
purchased off-the-shelf membership/registration system or do you use custom 
software? If using an OTS system, would you recommend it to other LLIs? Please 
supply the name of the OTS system purchased and your brief evaluation.” 
 
Please respond with your feedback and suggestions to Marjorie 
(varner@encorelearning.net ) and RSIN (network@roadschaolar.org).  We will post the 
responses in a future newsletter. Thanks everyone, for helping Marjorie out! 
 

News from Road Scholar 
 
Road Scholar, Ken Burns & the Roosevelts on PBS 
From the Civil War to baseball, no one captures the American experience like award-
winning documentary director Ken Burns. As a not-for-profit educational organization, 
Road Scholar is proud to be a sponsor of Ken Burns’ latest film, The Roosevelts: An 
Intimate History. Airing on PBS stations across the nation in mid-September 2014, The 
Roosevelts is a seven-part series on one of America’s most influential families. Viewers 
who want to learn about the Roosevelts will also learn about our unique brand of 
educational adventures. 
 
Promotional Opportunity for RSIN Members 
Are you planning an Open House or other event for new members and would like help 
getting the word out? LLIs in the Road Scholar Institute Network can work with us to 
promote the event on the Road Scholar Facebook page and set up a raffle for a Road 
Scholar program voucher. Please contact Claire McGurn for more details at (617) 457-
5554 or network@roadscholar.org. 
 



Ambassador Presentat ions at LLIs 
The Road Scholar Ambassador Program is staffed by enthusiastic Road Scholar 
participants who volunteer their time to spread the word about Road Scholar’s 
enriching educational adventures and the value of lifelong learning.  
 

• Gail Petersdorff, Chicago-area RS Ambassador, held a presentation on July 
15th at the Harper College LLI in Palatine, Illinois.  There was a large group of 
42 attendees on hand for the presentation.   

• Gail also manned a booth at the Harper College LLI Fall Preview Event on Aug. 
6. The event featured LLI Mini Sessions, Refreshments and the Partner Expo. 

• Jill Swaim will be presenting to Cal State LLI (10/14) and CalState Long Beach 
LLI (10/09)  

• Marietta (Mari) Bongiovanni will be giving a RS presentation at the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Minnesota on Nov. 4, 2014 from 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.    

 
Mari’s presentation at OLLI at UMN will be held at the beginning of the break between 
semesters. If you are also looking for something to fill that programming gap or a have 
any other speaker needs, opportunities to schedule a presentation are available by 
contacting Claire McGurn at (617) 457-5554 or 
ambassadorprogram@roadscholar.org. 

 
Charter Programs for LLIs 
Road Scholar Charter programs are excellent opportunities for your members to learn 
and travel together while taking the burden of travel planning off the LLI organizers. If 
you’d like more information on how Road Scholar Charter programs can benefit your 
LLI, please contact Frania Monarski at f rania.monarski@roadscholar.org.  She 
can answer all your questions. 
 

News From Around the Network 
 
The Osher Li felong Learning Inst i tute at UNC Ashevi l le reports that “our 
Southern Regional meetings have becomes a way for volunteers and staff to share 
learning and fellowship, to discuss best practices, and to explore issues ranging from 
how to plan a membership social to how to raise funds. They also give us a chance to 
explore one another’s communities and to come away with new perspectives. We 
were grateful that more than 150 people from more than 45 separate lifelong-learning 
organizations came to beautiful Asheville, North Carolina for learning, networking and 
fun at the 2014 Southern Regional Lifelong Learning Meeting hosted by OLLI at UNC 
Asheville, July 30-Aug. 1, 2014. Click here to view a meeting program. 
 
At the end of the meeting, a site had not been designated for the 2015 Southern 
Regional Lifelong Learning Meeting. By the end of October, we here at OLLI at UNC 



Asheville will post conference planning materials to help the next group organize its 
meeting.” 
 
The Osher Li felong Learning Inst i tute at the Universi ty of Alaska, 
Fairbanks is conducting a Board Match Challenge Fall Fundraising Drive in which the 
OLLI Board of Directors will match up to $5,025 of donations that are made between 
now and Sept. 15.  
 
In connection with Davidson College's Department of Theatre’s fall production of The 
Prophet, a play about the Jan. 25 Egyptian Revolution, DavidsonLearns has 
finalized the dates for “The Unnatural Phenomenon of the Arab Spring.” The class will 
tackle the key issues surrounding the phenomenon known as the Arab Spring. 
Participants will discuss and be exposed to contextual materials about the unrest in 
the Middle East since 2011. During the fall semester, the class will attend a screening 
of the Oscar-nominated film The Square; a lecture by Khaled Fahmy, the chair of 
history at the American University in Cairo; and the production of The Prophet, opening 
on Nov. 19, 2014. Participants will read two interesting perspectives on the subject: 
James Gelvin, The Arab Uprisings: What Everyone Needs To Know (Oxford University 
Press, 2012) and Marwan Bishara, The Invisible Arab: The Promise and Power of the 
Arab Revolution (PublicAffairs, 2012). 
 
The board at the Inst i tute for Continued Learning at Young Harr is Col lege 
recently, decided to review the by-laws and appointed a review committee to address 
this matter. After studying the old by-laws, the committee submitted a thoughtful study 
and some changes that addressed ambiguities and some language reflecting how the 
Board currently operates. On Aug. 16, the ICL Board voted and approved the 
suggested changes.  
 
The Osher Li felong Learning Inst i tute at Coastal Carol ina University has 
posted the results of its online retirement survey. The statistics are posted on the 
website 
(http://www.coastal.edu/media/administration/olli/Olli%20Retirement%20Issues.pdf) 
in the left sidebar under News and Events: “Retirement Issues.” It reports it is still 
working through all of the excellent comments and suggestions for ways it might 
improve the OLLI experience. 
 
Also from OLLI at Coastal Carol ina Universi ty, “Italian instructor Eleanor Ferrar 
brought to our attention an op-ed article in The New York Times (July 16), titled ‘The 
Benefits of Failing at French’ (substitute Italian or Spanish or Facebook or mah-jongg). 
The article discusses the advantages of adults learning a new language — keep those 
neurons firing!” 
 
The Academy of Li felong Learning began its Membership Campaign in June. 
The Membership Committee is again offering ALL members the opportunity to reduce 



its renewal fee for year 2015-16 by recruiting new members to ALL beginning this 
month. The campaign offers a current member a $5 reduction in renewal fees for the 
2015-16 year for each new member he/she brings to ALL who joins between now to 
March 31, 2015. The name of the current member making the referral must be written 
on the new member application form in order to receive the credit.  
 
On May 22, 2014, The Osher Li felong Learning Inst i tute at the Universi ty of 
Alabama at Huntsvi l le held its Annual Meeting and Dinner at the Early Works 
Museum. It was attended by 147 members.  
 
Explorers Li felong Learning Inst i tute of Salem State Universi ty reports that 
a video promoting Explorers was recently produced by Peabody Access 
Telecommunications, and is being shown by several of the local area community-
access cable stations.  The video showcases Explorer headquarters and highlights the 
purpose, activities, classes and special events of the organization. Explorer Judy 
Selesnick directed the video and interviewed Elliot Wyner, President; Jeanne Louizos, 
Curriculum Committee Chair; and Frank Hawke, Intersession Subcommittee Chair.   
 
PILLAR Inst i tute for Li felong welcomes Vickie Heffner as new Executive Director 
of PILLAR Institute of Lifelong Learning! 
 
PILLAR also hosted a once-in-a lifetime presentation with Gen. Michelle Johnson, 
“Pearls of Wit and Wisdom.” A distinguished graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy 
in 1981, General Johnson completed graduate studies as a Rhodes Scholar before 
earning her pilot wings in 1984. The general commanded a deployed air-refueling 
squadron in Operation Southern Watch and an air-refueling wing in support of 
operations Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. She has served as the 
Air Force aide to the president, an Assistant Professor of Political Science, and 
Associate Air Officer Commanding at the U.S. Air Force Academy. She was also the 
Director of Personnel for Air Mobility Command and Director of Air Force Public Affairs. 
Gen. Johnson served as the Deputy Director for Information and Cyberspace Policy on 
the Joint Staff and as the Director, Strategy, Policy, Programs and Logistics, U.S. 
Transportation Command, Scott Air Force Base. 
 
On July 14, the Gardening Interest Group of the Osher Li felong Learning 
Inst i tute at Saginaw Val ley State Universi ty had the pleasure of judging the 
individual gardens that 
are tended by different groups or families at the Saginaw Children’s Zoo. 
 

Book Corner 
 
Rock Val ley Col lege Center for Learning in Ret i rement relaunched their 
Discussion Book Group was in March with the historical novel The Guernsey Literary 
and Potato Peel Pie Society — a remarkable tale of the island of Guernsey during the 



German occupation, and of a society as extraordinary as its name. In April, the center 
met to discuss Breathing Lessons by Ann Tyler. Other selections included My Beloved 
World by Sonia Sotomayor, A Week in Winter by Maeve Binchy, and Big Stone Gap 
by Adrianna Trigiani. 
 
Academy of Senior Professionals at Eckerd Col lege read Indian Summer: 
The Secret History of the End of an Empire. In this popular history, Alex von 
Tunzelmann chronicles these times through the most prominent figures: Dickie 
Mountbatten, Britain's inept last viceroy; Dickie's glamorous wife, Edwina; Muslim 
leader Muhammad Ali Jinnah, and Mohandas Gandhi. Ashok Kalro leads. 
 
Explorers Li felong Learning Inst i tute at Salem State Col lege will be reading 
the following this Fall: 
The Thirteenth Tale by Diane Setterfield 
Diane Setterfield’s remarkable first novel — a tale of ghostly legacies, descended from 
Jane Eyre — begins like a reader’s dream: A bookseller’s daughter returns to the shop 
one night to discover a letter from England’s best-loved writer, a woman whose life is 
shrouded in rumor and legend. Reading the strange missive from the famous Vida 
Winter, Margret Lea is puzzled by its invitation to discover the truth about the author’s 
mystifying past.  
A Natural Woman: A Memoir by Carole King 
Carole King takes us from her early beginnings in Brooklyn to her remarkable success 
as one of the world’s most acclaimed songwriting and performing talents of all time. 
The book chronicles King’s extraordinary life, drawing readers into her musical world, 
including her phenomenally successful No. 1 album Tapestry, and into her journey as 
a performer, mother, wife and present-day activist.  
Sparta by Roxana Robinson 
The transition from peace to war can make a young man into a warrior. The transition 
from war to peace can destroy him. When Roxana Robinson’s new novel, Sparta, 
begins, Conrad has just returned home to Westchester after four years in Iraq, and 
he’s beginning to learn that something has change in his landscape. Something has 
gone wrong, though things should be fine. He hasn’t been shot or wounded. He’s 
never had psychological troubles. But as he attempts to reconnect with his family and 
girlfriend, and to find his footing in the civilian world, he learns how difficult it is to return 
to the people and places he used to love.  
The Midwife of Venice by Roberta Rich 
The Midwife of Venice is about a Jewish woman living in a ghetto in Venice during the 
1500s. She is, of course, a midwife. During this time period, she was only allowed to 
help other Jewish women and was barred from helping Christians. Fortunately, or 
unfortunately, she became known throughout Venice as a midwife who had a magical 
tough and miracle hands. Late one night, a Christian man comes pounding on her 
door demanding help for his wife.  
 

NEW CURRICULUM IDEAS 



 
One of the benefits of belonging to RSIN is the national exposure we enjoy. That often 
translates into our learning about new and unique curriculum opportunities.  
 
This month the LLI CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT shines on: 

• Oscar Near Misses at OLLI at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks 
We will watch and discuss four Oscar-nominated films that could, and arguably 
should, have won the Academy Award for best picture. Specifically, we will 
see: Citizen Kane (Orson Welles, 1941; lost to How Green Was My Valley), 
Picnic (William Holden and Kim Novak, 1955; lost to Marty), Friendly Persuasion 
(Gary Cooper and Dorothy McGuire, 1956; lost to Around The World in 80 
Days), and Fargo (Francis McDormand, 1996; lost to The English Patient). 
These films are quite different from one another, but they are all excellent and 
would have made quite acceptable choices for the Academy. 

 
• Hale Award Writers at Colby-Sawyer College Adventures in Lifelong 

Learning  
Since 1956, outstanding New England writers have traveled to Newport to 
receive the annual literary award named for Newport’s Sarah Josepha Hale. 
The bronze medal symbolizing the honor has been awarded to fiction and non-
fiction writers, poets, journalists, biographers, playwrights to name a few. This 
award was initiated in 1956 as a fundraiser for the Free Richards Library in 
Newport, and Robert Frost was the first to receive the medal. The course will 
focus on selected readings from award medalists. 

 
• Henry Ford: Inventor of the Modern World at Lifelong Learning Institute 

at Harper College Henry Ford was an American industrialist and the founder of 
the Ford Motor Company. His development of the assembly line led to mass 
production and a lower cost for his Model T, which also meant higher wages 
for his employees. In many ways he was the father of the global economy and 
many historians believe his vision made America a world power. You will 
examine the impact Henry Ford had on American industry and technology.  

 
RSIN reads about so many outstanding LLI courses — too many to mention in this 
newsletter. Be sure to give them a read. Click here 
 
 
 
 


