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Over the spring, the Academy for Lifelong Learning at 
Empire State College in Saratoga, New York explored Are We 
Too Soon Old: Too Late Smart? NO! For four weeks participants 
discussed their lifetime of experiences, many of which 
emphasize their closest relationships and things that they did 
to impede or enhance them. They have the capacity to face 
loss, misfortune and regret and to move beyond them – it is not 
too late. Participants had fun discussing things they may know 
but have not articulated to themselves. They used the short 
book “Too Soon Old, Too Late Smart” as the reference for 
discussion. For everyone who feels a sense of urgency that the 
clock ticks and they still aren’t the person we’d like to be, this 
book and subsequent dialogue offer solace, guidance and hope. 
 
During the spring, members of the Creative Retirement 
Institute at Edmonds Community College in Washington 
studied African History Before the Europeans.  African history 
emerged as a field of study after WWII. It began with the 
dilemma of how can you write the history of a continent which, 
for the most part, lacks a written record? The pioneers in the 
field have supplied an answer: Africa's history can be pieced 
together by combining the skimpy written record with the 
geological, archaeological and ethnographic records. 
Participants considered what these sources told them about 
Africa before the Europeans arrived in the 15th century. Four 
lectures focused on: 1) Human origins and life in the Stone 
Age; 2) The age of metals and trade; 3) The Christianization 
and Islamization of Africa; 4) African beliefs and practices. 
 
 This spring, members of the Adult Learning Institute at 
Columbia-Greene Community College in Hudson, New York 
studied Sherlock Holmes.  Today, the great detective is more 
popular than ever.  This class gave an overview of Holmes 
through the years, from his first appearance in print in 1888 to 
the current versions seen in “Sherlock” and “Elementary.”  
Sources for finding out more about Holmes were also 
discussed. 
 
This summer, members of the Adventures in Learning LLI at 
Colby-Sawyer College in New Hampshire will learn about the 
Galileo Affair.  Galilei Galileo (1564–1642) was called the 
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father of modern science by Stephen Hawking, yet was 
portrayed by Bertholt Brecht as a traitor to himself and 
humanity. Galileo blazed like a comet in the Florentine sky only 
to end caught in a net of moneyed patronage, hard-ball politics 
and religious intolerance. Cued by the writings of Galileo 
himself and of others about him, this study group will look at 
current relationships between science and finance, science and 
politics, and science and religion. 
The format of each session will be round-table discussions. 
Source notes will be provided. 
 
The Center for Learning in Retirement at Rock Valley 
College in Illinois is offering a summer course entitled What in 
the World is Going On? World problems and political debate 
change all the time. Participants will bring their opinions and 
listening skills to review and critique current events. This class 
is designed to be a discourse of today’s events. Socratic in 
method and Orwellian in analysis, there will be a total of 7 
sessions. 
 
 
 
 
The Institute for Continuing Learning at Young Harris 
College is Georgia has an interesting course planned for the 
summer.  Religions Around the World is an 
introduction to important beliefs, practices, and traditions of 
religions around the world; some attention will be given to 
local and indigenous practices as well as to globalized forms of 
religion.  
 
The Lifelong Learning Collaborative in Rhode Island is 
offering a course this summer entitled Non-Violent Conflict 
Resolution. Nonviolence as a personal or collective belief, 
creed, or strategy for conflict resolution can be traced back in 
Eastern and Western history almost 5,000 years. Indivisibility 
of means from ends is the theoretical foundation underlying 
the variety and examples of nonviolent techniques.  From the 
ancient literary (and feminist) example of the women in the 
Greek drama “Lysistrata” by Aristophanes, through the first 
three centuries of Christianity following the life and teachings 
of Jesus, down to the teachings and lives of Leo Tolstoy, 
Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, and Nelson Mandela, will 
be covered. In this class participants will explore the religious, 
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philosophical, social, and political sources of the idea and 
practices of nonviolence in contrast to its opposite – violence 
and war. They will also examine some of the evolutionary and 
biological/neuropsychological underpinnings of violence in 
human behavior. 

During the past spring, the Lifelong Learning Institute at 
Anderson University in South Carolina took on the subject, 
From Here to Infinity. Astronomy covers every conceivable 
aspect of the physical universe. But among this welter of 
topics, several especially interest and resonate with citizens of 
the second decade in the 21st century. Participants explored 
and discussed Earth’s climate, orbiting asteroids and the 
possible threat they pose, the Sun and ways it affects Earth, 
the various members of our planetary system, exoplanets 
(systems orbiting other stars), the great total solar eclipse 
coming to Anderson in 2017 and other areas of interest to 
members of the class. 

During the summer, members of the Lifetime Learning 
Institute in Annandale, Virginia will be taking several 
stimulating courses including: 
Scientific Secrets for a Powerful Mind -  This course will review 
measures for maximizing memory retention.  They will also 
review three DVD lectures around this topic. 
What’s a Mother to Do? History of American Cooking and How 
It has Changed -  A NOVA history professor explore the 
evolution of food preparation in the American home from 
colonial times to the present. 
Smorgasbook – Members will share their thoughts on a favorite 
book, current reading, etc. 
War of 1812 – A PBS DVD of the two and a half years war, with 
stunning reenactments, evocative animation, and the incisive 
commentary of key experts. 
 
This summer, members of the Lifelong Learning Society at 
Christopher Newport University in Virginia will take a break 
from academic studies to work on personal enrichment through 
several different approaches.  They can learn a gentle style of 
yoga, explore personal safety and security awareness, tone and 
stretch through body fusion, improve their cooking skills, and 
try Tai Chi. 
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This summer, the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at 
Berkshire Community College in Massachusetts will be 
offering the course, The Argentine Pope: Why Francis and Why 
Now?  Pope Francis’s emphasis on the plight of the poor and 
marginalized has brought new energy to the areas of service 
and social justice in the Roman Catholic Church.  This course 
will examine Latin American politics and the Jesuit tradition 
which helped form the Pope’s philosophy and actions.  They 
will discuss his choice of the name Francis, the history of the 
Church in Latin America, the role of the Jesuit community in the 
area, the rise of liberation theology, and the concept of a 
“preferential option for the poor.” 
 
Over this past spring, members of the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute at Granite State College in New 
Hampshire studied 130 Years of Telephone History: From Bell 
to Broadband.  They began with a visit to the NH Telephone 
Museum, then heard stories about party lines, operators and 
the early beginnings of rural telephone service as told by the 
folks who lived and worked during those times.  They also 
learned the real story of the race to claim the title of inventor 
of the telephone.   
 
This past spring, members of the Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute at Saginaw Valley State University in Michigan 
studied The Politics of Jefferson and Locke: Theory and 
Practice.  Thomas Jefferson’s political decisions even before he 
was president were greatly influenced by the fundamental 
rules of natural rights of John Locke. One of the most 
noticeable instances of direct influence is in the preamble to 
the Constitution, where the American Declaration proclaims the 
right of every man to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness". This course explored the many influences of one of 
England’s most famous philosophers on one of America’s most 
prominent founding fathers.  


