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CONFERENCE NEWS 
 
The Road Scholar Institute Network is proud to be a sponsor of the 2015 Southern Regional 
Conference for Learning in Retirement at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of 
Alabama.  
 
Southern Regional Conference for Learning in Retirement 
Bryant Conference Center 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
July 28-30, 2015  
 
The goal of the conference is to inspire the staff, volunteers, faculty, board members and all those 
who strive for lifelong learning as well as educate them in diversity, curriculum, marketing, grant 
training, fundraising, travel, building partnerships and so much more. 
 
For more information and to register, visit: http://training.ua.edu/olli-conference/index.php 
For questions, please contact the OLLI office at (205) 348-6468. 
 

NEWS FROM ROAD SCHOLAR 
 
Ambassador Presentations at LLIs 
If you are planning a fall Open House or other event for new members and would like help getting 
the word out, now is the time to connect with the Road Scholar Ambassador Program! 
Ambassadors are enthusiastic Road Scholar participants who volunteer their time to spread the word 
about Road Scholar’s enriching educational adventures and the value of lifelong learning. In recent 
months, Ambassadors have participated in lunch and learns; raffled Road Scholar vouchers at LLI 
Open Houses; and have even provided lectures to fill the programming gap between breaks. 
 
If you are looking for a nonprofit lifelong learning partner to attend your events or to schedule a 
presentation, please contact Claire McGurn at 617-457-5554 or ambassadorprogram@roadscholar.org. 
 
Road Scholar Curriculum Ideas 
As the academic year for grade and high school enters the final weeks in many parts of the country, 
thousands of Intergenerational learners are looking forward to summertime educational programs 
with Road Scholar. These programs take grandparents and grandchildren to explore everything from 
marine science to the history of the iconic wonders of the world.  One of the most popular 
programs takes place at Mount Rushmore, Badlands National Park and the beautiful Black Hills. 

http://training.ua.edu/olli-conference/index.php
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This program also visits the Crazy Horse Memorial and features lessons on Native American 
artifacts, arts and crafts and the Native American Educational & Cultural Center. This month, RSIN 
is inspired by this educational adventure to share some curriculum ideas from other Native 
American studies programs: 
 

Hopi Culture: Life and Lands on Three Mesas in Arizona 
Second Mesa (Hopi reservation), Arizona 
Experience firsthand the traditions and life ways of one of the most ancient and venerated 
peoples of the Southwest. With Hopi instructors and leaders, visit 1,000-year-old villages and 
traditional sites unseen by the average tourist. Experience the Hopi’s rich culture through 
personal interaction with tribal members. Native art demonstrations, complex social, family 
and ceremonial life, oral traditions, Hopi history, and modern interaction with Anglo society 
are covered. 
• Learn about the Hopi creation story, clan system, religious beliefs and modern challenges 
both on and off the reservation.  
• Observe Hopi artisans at work (potter, jeweler or katsina doll carver) to learn about the 
traditions associated with their crafts.  
 
Suggested Reading list: 
http://www.roadscholar.org/n/program/suggestedReading.aspx?dID=1-7AXL0Z 
 
Iroquois Culture: Yesterday and Today 
Corning, New York 
The Iroquois Confederacy, established in the 1400s, united warring Indian nations and 
established peace in fertile glaciated valleys and mountains of upstate New York. Learn 
about the legacy of this remarkable culture as you meet members of the Iroquois community 
and embark on field trips to important sites in Iroquois history. Journey to Ganondagan 
State Historic Site for presentations by Iroquois educators on their history and culture, and 
gain a new perspective on Iroquois influences in American representational governance and 
environmental stewardship. 
• Learn about the influence of Iroquois Clan mothers on the women's suffrage movement 
during field trips to the Seneca Falls Women's Rights National Historic Park and 
Ganondagan State Historic Site in Victor, NY. 
• Meet two members of the Seneca Hawk Clan for an in-depth look into traditional music, 
storytelling and history, plus a native forester's perspective. 
 
Suggested Reading list: 
http://www.roadscholar.org/n/program/suggestedReading.aspx?dID=1-7F3KM9 
 
Lake Superior from Historic Naniboujou Lodge: Fur Trade History, Culture, Walks 
Grand Marais, Minnesota 
The Ojibwe called it gichigami, or “great sea.” The French called it le lac supérieur. Today, 
we call it Lake Superior, and its history and stories of those who have traveled its waters are 
vast. Sample the region’s colorful past by learning about the fur trade, Native Americans, 
lighthouse keepers, musicians and artists. Choose your learning adventure by season, as you 
enjoy a spring field trip to witness Minnesota’s tallest waterfall in Grand Portage State Park, 
or take part in an autumn outing to explore the quaint town of Grand Marais. 
• Discover the vastness of the Great Lakes fur trade, learning the roles of the voyageurs and 
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other players in this significant enterprise. 
 
Suggested reading list: 
http://www.roadscholar.org/n/program/suggestedReading.aspx?dID=1-7NCOGJ 
 
Cahokia Mounds: A Prehistoric City and Indian Culture 
Columbia, Illinois 
More than 1,000 years ago, a complex society of 20,000 tribe peoples inhabited a region that 
spanned across the American Bottom floodplain. Join a professional archaeologist for an 
exploration of the sudden and mysterious decline of the Mississippians and learn about the 
importance of the Cahokia Mounds as a UNESCO World Heritage Site — one of only 21 in 
the United States. Consider how natural materials were used to produce items of artistic 
merit and practical usage as you meet craftspeople who have learned to replicate the 
techniques for quill work, beading, weaving, dying, and flint chipping. 
• Learn the history of Cahokia Mounds with Bill Iseminger, a renowned archaeologist and 
expert on the site. 
• Take in an evening presentation on flint knapping and fire starting with a historian. 
• Discuss how native plants and trees were utilized for food and medicines. 
 
Suggested Reading List: 
http://www.roadscholar.org/n/program/suggestedReading.aspx?dID=1-7C6KH9 

 
REMEMBER: these and all US-based programs under $1,400 qualify as eligible programs under 
the Road Scholar Impact Grant program. Awards are available for low to mid-income households 
and for Caregivers who need assistance offsetting respite care costs. If you have any LLI members 
who may benefit from these grants, please direct them to: 
http://www.roadscholar.org/about/scholarship.asp 
 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE NETWORK 
 

Inclement Weather Policies 
Last month, we asked for member input on best practices and lessons learned from the harsh winter 
of 2014-15. We are grateful for the following responses from NH and PA: 
 
From Heather M. Jasmin, Program Coordinator, Office of Continuing Education and Extended 
Studies for Keene State College's Cheshire Academy for Lifelong Learning  

We use the following as our inclement weather policy.  It was developed using a focus group 
of CALL members, some local and some traveling a distance.  We publish it on our website, 
in our registration materials, and reiterate it during the semester if the weather looks “iffy.” 
http://www.keene.edu/academics/conted/call/weather/ 
We also prompt each instructor to explain their personal policy at the start of classes (some 
of our faculty live nearby and always plan to be here if the college is open, others travel a 
distance), and explain how they will communicate a cancellation to the students (usually 
email).  If a student comes to campus when their class has been cancelled, we encourage 
them to visit another class that is still running. There has only been one time when we closed 
the CALL program and the college remained open.  There had been a heavy storm the night 
before and the college opened late.  After I heard from half of our faculty that they were still 
snowed in, we made the decision to cancel separately from the college. 
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Rarely, a student complains that we held classes when the weather was too poor for them to 
travel.  In those cases, we encourage them to communicate with the faculty member about 
what they missed. This has been in place for about five years and seems to be working well. 

 
From Ruth Burnham, Coordinator at Bucknell Institute for Lifelong Learning 

Regarding weather cancellations, our policy is to close when the local school district is 
closed.  This winter it's been hairy.  It's especially problematic when the district calls an early 
dismissal.  This means we should cancel our afternoon classes, but since people come from 
31 regional communities, it is often impossible to reach them in time to let them know 
before they leave for class.  Some have asked us to follow Bucknell's policy, which is to hold 
class unless the professor simply can't get there.  That works for a residential campus, but 
not so well for a drive-in program.  Regardless of how clearly we state the policy in our 
catalog and give various ways for people to get the school district information and send 
emails to class members, some folks don't check their email, some don't HAVE email, lack 
imagination about how they would find out about the school district, etc.  So I end up 
telephoning them.  In the winter, I take class rosters home with me. 

 
New Faces 
OLLI Berkeley welcomes Lisa Hardy as its new Program Coordinator. Lisa has been with UC 
Berkeley since 2013, and previously worked for several years at the Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory as both a UC and a Federal contractor.  She brings close to 25 years of operational 
knowledge and expertise from private and public sector businesses and prides herself in engaging all 
levels of an organization through trust, respect, and integrity in building partnerships based on 
mutual gain and the spirit of cooperation. 
 
OLLI Berkley is also happy to announce that Devon Howland, who has been an Interim Program 
Assistant with OLLI since November, will be with them permanently. Devon's career has spanned 
the public, private and non-profit sectors in various human resources recruiting assignments with 
Boeing, Chase and Bank of America and also non-profits INROADS, Inc. and CIEE. He has been 
in student advising roles here at UC Berkeley, the University of Chicago, and Illinois State 
University, his alma mater. He joined OLLI after working at Berkeley Summer Sessions. 
 
ArtWorks: Adventures in the Arts 
Many thanks to Lifespring: Saugerties Adult Learning Community in Saugerties, N.Y., for 
providing this information about ArtWorks, an innovative art workshop: 
 

ArtWorks is an offshoot of Lifespring: Saugerties Adult Learning Community, which has 
been presenting courses on a wide range of topics since its inception three years ago. Now 
Lifespring is building upon the success of its educational program to focus exclusively on the 
arts for one jam-packed fun filled summer day, which will conclude with all participants 
joining in a drumming circle. 
 
ArtWorks is the brainchild of Arzi McKeown, Lifespring’s curriculum committee chair, who 
has immersed herself in the arts for many years as well as incorporated the arts in her 
psychotherapy practice.  Knowing that there are many retired and semi-retired persons in the 
mid-Hudson Valley who, due to time, financial or other constraints, did not follow their 
desire to explore the arts earlier in life, she wanted to find a way to address their unmet need. 



She knew that Lifespring’s classes in collage, making artist’s books, storytelling, writing and 
guided autobiography had filled to capacity and that participants had expressed high levels of 
satisfaction with the courses and a desire for more activities of this nature. It seemed a 
natural fit for Lifespring to develop a one-day introduction to a wide array of arts activities 
for retirees and other active adults. 
 
Many studies have shown a direct correlation between engaging in meaningful creative 
activity and experiencing an improvement in their quality of life.  Specifically, researchers 
have found that for those older people engaged in ongoing arts programs, there were fewer 
doctor visits, less use of medication, a more active lifestyle, and greater feelings of self-worth 
and empowerment. In other words, art is good for you!  
 

 Creativity is not just about making art but is a way of thinking, learning and, 
essentially, living.  

 Creativity is using all aspects of yourself richly. What you learn in a creative process 
you can apply to all areas of your life. 

 Creativity is the ability to come up with new ideas that are surprising yet intelligible, 
and also valuable in some way.  

 Most people age 55+ have many more years to live — years which can be rich in 
learning and sharing new skills and interests. 

 
ArtWorks will introduce area residents to a variety of art modalities that they may not have 
experienced, and, it is hoped, will inspire them to pursue one or more of these arts further. 
By participating in ArtWorks, they will make a personal connection with the arts and with 
teaching artists, who can then teach or guide them on their creative journey. 
 
ArtWorks goals are:  

 To support the relationship between creativity and enhancement of quality of 
life 

 To foster an understanding of the vital relationship between creative 
expression and healthy aging  

 To support the concept that creativity is good for the brain 

 To break through the myth that older people can’t begin creative paths 

 To rediscover old interests or begin new ones 
 
Details about the ArtWorks event may be found at 
http://www.lifespringsaugerties.com/artworks-2015.html 

 
CURRICULUM IDEAS 

 
We continue to receive hundreds of spring 2015 course catalogs and updates. As always, we try to 
bring you a selection of new and innovative programs as well as a sampling of trends and most 
popular themes.  Attached is the current list compiled from LLIs across the country.  Click here 
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