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LLI CURRICULUM IDEAS 
May, 2014 

 
During the late winter, early spring, members of the Bucknel l  Inst itute for 
Lifelong Learning in Pennsylvania studied Significant Events in the History of 
Christianity.  This study centered around world events that shaped the history of the 
Christian faith.  Events, not limited to the following, included the early Christian 
church under persecution, the Church coming of age under Emperor Constantine, 
the split between the Church in the East and the West, the Middle Ages, the 
Reformation and Counter-Reformation, the growth of the Protestant movement, 
and subsequent developments to the present. 
 
This spring, members of ENCORE at North Carolina State University in Raleigh will 
be studying History from the Grave: North Carolina’s Historical Cemeteries.  Some 
of the best places to discover North Carolina history is in their cemeteries.  So 
members will take a virtual history trip to two of those cemeteries, plus burial sites 
outside North Carolina’s boundaries.  They will also learn how funerals were 
conducted centuries ago. 
 
During the spring, the Evergreen Forum sponsored the Princeton Senior 
Resource Center in New Jersey will offer a course entitled Martyrs for Religion: 
Conspicuous Proponents.  This course will inquire into many of the major religious 
expressions that are found in American cultural contexts.  Those important ideas 
and activities will include missionary efforts, denominational histories, theological 
explorations, social reform, and evangelism.   Each week participants will begin with 
individuals who not only made significant contributions to their respective 
movements, but who also attracted attention because of the unusual manner of 
their deaths.  Such notable circumstances included murders, assassinations, 
accidents, suicides, and even battlefield casualties.  Beginning with the somewhat 
eye-catching specifics of someone’s death, they will explore the more general 
contours of their ideals, work and accomplishments. 
 
This spring, members of the Explorers Lifelong Learning Institute at Salem 
State University in Massachusetts studied Human Behavior and the Holocaust.  The 
group examined universal themes of human behavior such as identity, community, 
authority, morality and universe of obligation through the lens of the Holocaust and 
facing history and ourselves. 
 
Members of the ILR at Cedar Crest in New Jersey are Brushing Up On 
Shakespeare: The Women of Will, this spring.  As Shakespeare matured in 
playwriting, he grew increasingly conscious of women’s real (though generally 
unrecognized and unspoken) influence in Elizabethan society.  Participants will 
supplement play reading with DVD viewings and discussions of their interpretations, 
including our own.  The plays explore five distinct levels of female power that 
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Shakespeare recognized and dramatized.  Participants will also speculate on the 
“Dark Lady” of the sonnets; was she his collaborator or mistress – or both?  
Monthly “Salute the Bard” diners and occasional trips to local productions, will 
supplement the learning. 
 
 
 
This spring, members of the Learning Institute at New England Col lege 
(LINEC) in New Hampshire will be studying Turning Points in Modern History.  This 
course is an astonishing voyage into the meaning of change as reflected in the 
challenges, perils and rewards on human existence.  It describes not only the 
crucial events and advances that changed the world, but also the effect that those 
transforming moments had on people’s worldviews, self-views, and even on human 
nature itself.  The course follows the DVD lectures from the University of Tennessee.  
Facilitated discussion follows each lecture. 
 
This spring, members of the Lifelong Learning Institute at James Madison 
University in Virginia studied Carl Jung: Prophet or Heretic?  In this course 
participants had an opportunity to identify and explore primary concepts of Carl 
Jung and how they are relevant to us today.  Among those analytic ideas was the 
structure of the psyche, the collective unconscious, complexes, archetypes, anima 
and animus, individuation and neurosis, and typology.  They sought to understand 
each of these concepts so class members could decide whether they believe Carl 
Jung was a prophet or heretic. 
 
This spring, members of the Lifelong Learning Institute in Manassas, Virginia 
are learning all about the Office of Elections.  The recently retired Prince William 
County General Registrar will explain how local elections are conducted.  They will 
learn how voters lists are kept up-to-date, how voting machines are chosen, how 
precinct and district lines are drawn, what measures are taken to prevent fraud, 
how election officials are trained, and many other topics.  The presenter will also 
trace the history of voting in Prince William County from marking paper ballots to 
using bulky mechanical lever machines and then to the current electronic machines.  
The class will get a peek into the future as to what kind of machines will be used in 
upcoming elections.  
 
This spring, members of Lifelong Learning at the Highlands in Marana, Arizona will 
be studying the History Of Aerial Refueling.  This is a survey of the history of aerial 
refueling from initial experiments in the 1920s through the current aircraft of the 
U.S. Air Force, Royal Air Force and U.S. Navy.  Discussion of unique missions only 
made possible by the ability of air forces to refuel, strike, reconnaissance or 
transport aircraft during flight to extend their range, give them longer endurance or 
enable them to carry larger payloads.  Considerable emphasis on the specific 
aircraft used for air refueling.   
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As part of their 20th Anniversary year, the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at 
Berkshire Community Col lege in Massachusetts is offering a course this spring 
entitled Biobehavioral Basis of Stress and Disease.  Stress in an inherent aspect of 
life in the 21st century.  Regardless of the cause, it is bound to affect you at some 
point in your life and have tremendous negative effects on your mental and physical 
health.  Learning how to cope with stress has a critical impact on how well we live.  
Topics in this course include: What is stressful for a given individual?  Which 
psychological, neurological and endocrinological pathways are involved?  Why does 
a particular organ system become targeted?  What are the behavioral responses to 
disease? 
 
 
 
 
This spring, members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Granite 
State Col lege in New Hampshire will study the American Automobile Industry: A 
Financial and Economic History.  They will learn about the origin of the American 
automobile industry, the automobile industry during the Great Depression, in WWII 
and Post-War 1940s.  They will also examine the glory years of this industry during 
the 1950s and the 1960s.  Sessions will be divided between discussions of optional 
readings and video presentations on the industry. 
 
This spring, members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Saginaw 
Val ley State University in Michigan studied Queen for Nine Days and She Didn’t 
Even Want to Be -  
From religious reforms and royal sibling rivalry to politics, princes, and paupers, 
many things make the Tudor Era one of the most interesting time periods in 
England's history. The story of Lady Jane Grey, or Queen Jane I, has captivated 
select audiences throughout different moments in history. She has been shaped 
into a martyr by certain propaganda and as a poster child for virtue and innocence 
by others. Regardless, her story at this undoubtedly pivotal time in the world's 
history is unique.  
 
The Edict of Torda: What Is It and Why You’ve Never Heard of It was a course given 
early in the spring at the Schi l ler Shorel ine Institute for Lifelong Learning in 
Connecticut.  A landmark in the history of religious freedom, this is an Edict 
proclaimed in 16th century Transylvania that is little known outside the Unitarian 
tradition. 
 
 
 


