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RSIN MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
May, 2014 

Greetings Everyone! 
 
This month the LLI CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT shines on: 

• The Creative Process – LIRA, University of Massachusetts, Lowell 
• Eastern Philosophy – Lifelong Learning Institute, Manassas, VA 
• Literary Discussions – LIRIC, NY 
• Public/Private Partnerships – OLLI, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 

 
RSIN reads about so many outstanding LLI courses – too many to mention in this 
newsletter – that we have found it necessary to create these two additional 
columns – LLI CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT and LLI CURRICULUM IDEAS.  Both 
contain great ideas and resources from programs just like yours all across the 
Network. Be sure to give them a read. 
 
UPCOMING CONFERENCES 
 

Northeast Lifelong Learning Conference 
June 1-3, 2014, University of Massachusetts Conference Center,  

Amherst, Massachusetts 
We are pleased to announce that the Northeast Regional Lifelong Learning 
Conference to be held Sunday, June 1 through Tuesday, June 3, 2014, in Amherst, 
Massachusetts, is now open for registrat ion.  To see all the details, including 
a schedule of events and a listing of our keynote speakers and our 18 exciting 
breakout sessions and five roundtable topics, please click on this link to visit 
www.roadscholar.org/MassLLIConference.  Conference and session space 
is limited.  Register soon by visiting www.roadscholar.org/20034XPA or by 
calling Road Scholar toll free at (800) 322- 5315, (Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m. ET).  Please reference Program #20034XPA when calling. We are 
still looking for a few presenters, so if you have some interesting experiences to 
share please contact us at network@roadscholar.org.  Remember, you don’t 
have to be an “expert” to be part of a workshop.  We welcome all input!  Hope to 
see you in Amherst. 
 

Annual Southern Lifelong Learning Conference 
July 30-August 1, 2014, Reuter Center, University of North Carol ina, 

Ashevi l le 
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of North Carolina, Asheville is 
hosting the 2014 Southern Lifelong Learning Conference.  All are welcome.  For 
more information, workshop proposals and all the details, please visit the 
conference web site - http://ol l iashevi l le.com/2014-southern-regional-
l i felong-learning-meeting.  You can also contact the conference organizer, 
Catherine Frank at cfrank@unca.edu or by phone at 828-251-6188. 
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NEW AFFILIATE 
Please join us in welcoming the Union Col lege Academy for Lifelong 
Learning in Schenectady, New York to the Road Scholar Institute Network.  Their 
mission is to provide opportunities for intellectual development, cultural stimulation 
and social interaction for adults through courses, excursions and special 
events. Union College Academy for Lifelong Learning (UCALL) is a membership-
based program for adults who enjoy learning. Their courses cover a wide range of 
topics and are presented by UCALL members, Union College professors or other 
qualified speakers. UCALL courses are non-credit and require no exams or pre-
requisites. Classes are held for five 2-hour weekly sessions in the fall and spring. 
Established in 1988 on the beautiful and historic Union College campus, UCALL 
serves the adult community of the Capital District. Now over 500 members strong, 
UCALL continues the Union College tradition of academic excellence.  Welcome, 
UCALL!  
 
FREE CHARTER KIT 
Get our free kit on Planning a Road Scholar Learning Adventure Just for Your 
Group. The Road Scholar Private Group Charter kit makes planning a learning 
adventure for your group hassle-free. Road Scholar Private Group Charters are 
perfect for …  

• Lifelong Learning Institutes  
• Family reunions  
• Biking, birding, hiking or walking clubs  
• Church and temple groups  
• Alumni groups  

To get your private group charter kit call toll free at (877) 209-4634 or email 
groups@roadscholar.org.  
 
MATCHING FUNDS DAY 
The Bucknell Institute for Lifelong Learning (BILL) is a self-supporting affiliate of 
Bucknell University in Pennsylvania. They do not get funding from the 
University.  The University is in the midst of a $500 million campaign.  Recently they 
conducted a one-day giving challenge in an effort to raise at least 
$250,000.  Donors, if they wished, were allowed to restrict their gifts to BILL, which 
was generous, because that meant whatever money was raised would not go to 
the stated Bucknell campaign goals, just to BILL.  In addition, whatever percentage 
of the total number of donors was made up of BILL donors, BILL would be given 
that percentage of an extra $250,000 pot donated by the Bucknell University Board 
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of Trustees.  So BILL had the opportunity to receive more than just the total of the 
gifts given on this special day.  BILL says that other LLIs could certainly set up 
special challenge days, but they would need a secure website and the necessary 
infrastructure.  Many LLIs may already have the means to donate online. 
 
LIR STAMFORD UPDATE 
Helen Ueberbacher, longtime volunteer leader with the Learning in Retirement LLI in 
Stamford, Connecticut recently sent RSIN this very informative update on their 
small, all-volunteer program.  “Our headquarters since we were forced to leave 
Sacred Heart U. have enabled us to accommodate 100 persons for lectures 
instead of 50, so membership has doubled.  We still operate as all-volunteers, with 
a board of 14.  Our program committee consists of seven members.  We enroll a 
minimum of 40—50 for a few lectures.  Many are closed at 110.   
The average attendees – 80 – in a single triple room at a local temple, which has a 
huge parking lot in mid-Stamford.  Our most popular offerings come from 
professors at Fairfield U., Southern and Western CT State, UConn Stamford and a 
few retired but hearty professors, plus local celebrities and artists.  We have only a 
very few multiple classes.  Our most popular and populated are the single lectures.  
Because we are all volunteers and have a very fair rental agreement, we are able to 
charge very little for membership and tuition, which has not changed over the 
years.  We are also able to provide hot drinks and snacks, often substituted for 
breakfast or early lunch at break-time.  During the years we have purchased new 
equipment so we are prepared for the needs of our faculty.  We are also able to 
give our speakers a substantial honorarium, greater than our neighboring Institutes, 
which helps us in planning and recruiting.  There is only a small group of us left from 
when we began in 1991 – canes, walkers and even a wheelchair or two are seen in 
the hall.  But what inspiration it is to witness the effort to imbibe a bit more 
knowledge.”  Thank you, Helen! 
 
FUNDRAISING IDEA 
The Princeton Senior Resource Center (PSRC) in New Jersey has come up with a 
unique way to raise funds.  This is the sixth year, Brunch at Home, collaboration 
between PSRC and a local vendor, has taken place.  PSRC sets aside a special 
Sunday date (this year it was March 30th) the baskets are ordered ahead of time, 
and then delivered to the designated homes on Brunch Sunday.  Filled with 
delicious brunch goodies, such as quiche, smoked salmon, freshly baked good, 
fruit and fruit juice, gourmet tea and coffee, sweets and sparking cider, the baskets 
cost just $37.50 each, $27 of which is tax-deductible.  All proceeds benefit the 
Princeton Senior Resource Center.  What a great idea! 
 
CELEBRATING OLLI BERKSHIRE’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
Members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Berkshire Community College 
in Massachusetts are busy preparing for their 20th Anniversary celebration at the 
end of this month.  An entire weekend has been set aside for the festivities.  Events 



Nancy Merz Nordstrom  Road Scholar Institute Network 
May, 2014 
 

 4 

include a memorial lecture, a gala celebration at a local resort, the publication of a 
journal, a hike followed by a fun-filled picnic, and an opportunity to bid farewell to 
Barbara Hochberg, their executive director, who is retiring after seven years at the 
helm of OLLI.  
 
As part of their 20th Anniversary year, OLLI is also offering a course this spring 
entitled Re-Creating History Through Role Play:  The French Revolution.  This 
course plunges participants into revolutionary Paris in the summer of 1791.  Class 
members play characters who lived during this chaotic time: Louis XVI, Lafayette, 
Danton, Robespierre, members of the clergy, the Jacobins, the Feuillants, the 
nobility, the revolutionary crowd and delegates from various regions.  Their job is to 
convene the National Assembly and create a new constitution amid internal struggle 
and threats of foreign invasion.  Participants will be assigned a role that they must 
argue and defend, persuading others in the class that their position is the right path.  
A manual containing all the information needed for each role will assist participants 
in preparing to champion their cause. 
 
ANOTHER 20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Alabama Huntsville 
recently celebrated their 20th Anniversary.  Among the festivities was a presentation 
by the Southern novelist, Terry Kay.  His stories illustrate the changes that came to 
the South from rural electrification through the Civil Rights Movement.   
In preparation for his visit, a survey class of his selected fiction took place during the 
OLLI winter term.  As the author of more than fourteen works of fiction, Kay is a 
member of the Georgia Writers Hall of Fame and a four-time Author of the Year 
from the Georgia Writers Association. 
 
SATURDAY CLASSES 
This spring, the Learning in Retirement at Iona College (LIRIC) program in New York 
is offering two computer courses for the convenience of those interested in 
Saturday learning.  Topics include Computers Q&A and Microsoft Word, Excel & 
PowerPoint. 
 
PRESENTERS SUPPORT TEAM 
The Center for Learning in Retirement at Rock Valley College in Illinois holds 
informative sessions designed to introduce the new CLR Presenters Support Team 
and the services it can provide to help presenters prepare and present a class.  The 
team can help with and provide the following to any presenter: Outlining and 
preparing and submitting a class proposal – Organizing a presentation and creating 
a focus – Presenting ideas, including helpful tips and techniques – Converting 
pictures and slides to digital images and videos to formats that can be presented 
with PowerPoint or Mac – Setting up PowerPoint and Keynote file and image 
numbering, timing, sequencing and settings.  The Presenters Support Team is 
made up of CLR members experienced in writing, presenting and producing 
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presentations both for CLR and for various businesses and organizations. 
 
CIVIL WAR COURSES 
From Lifelong Learning at the Highlands, Marana, AZ: 
Antietam, The Bloodiest Day In American History - This course will analyze 
the people and events that led up to the Battle of Antietam, as well as the battle 
itself.  The battle will be studied, as not only one of the most important battles of the 
Civil War, but in all of American history. 
 
From ENCORE, North Carolina State University, Raleigh: 
Civi l  War Batt les of 1864 – This course covers the battles from July to 
December of that year.  The final half of 1864 saw a transformation into the realm of 
what we today call “modern warfare.”  Repeating rifles, “army of maneuver,” and 
“trench warfare,” will be discussed. 
 
From the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, Berkshire Community College, MA: 
The American Civi l  War: Momentous Events, Mysteries and Myths – 
This course will explore how and why the Civil War came about – whether it was 
avoidable, what really happened and what didn’t. Key events and personalities of 
both South and North will be re-examined.  Participants will also look at the War as 
a key shaping influence on what we now think of as the “modern” United States. 
 
WILLA CATHER 
This spring, members of the Renesan LLI in New Mexico will be studying the letters 
of Willa Cather. Two Cather scholars recently assembled over 500 of her letters in 
the book The Collected Letters of Willa Cather.  Although Cather wanted to be 
recognized for her work alone, these letters bring new insights into her literary 
accomplishments, her wit, her high standards for writing, and her relationships with 
writers and editors of her time. 
EARTH IN CRISIS 
Over six sessions this spring members of the Adventures in Learning LLI at Colby-
Sawyer College in New Hampshire will study Ecological Healing as a Moral 
Imperative.  Human efforts in response to ecological concerns and in support of 
sustainable living often approach ecological degradation from diverse perspectives, 
several of them clouded by religious imperatives and traditions.  Regardless of 
perspective, the world’s ecological healing remains elusive.  To begin 
understanding and addressing the vast complexities of earth’s healing, members 
will have the opportunity to expand their understanding of the all-encompassing 
nature of creation.  Each session will begin with an offering from the rich works of 
John Muir, Aldo Leopold, Wendell Berry, Scott Sanders, Trebbe Johnson and John 
Phillip Newell, all writers who speak from the intersection of the sacredness of 
creation and the interconnectedness of ecosystems.  Over the six session of leader 
presentations in combination with group conversation, participants will have the 
opportunity to understand the practices and imperatives that might lead to a re-
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configured moral compass regarding earth’s (and our) plight. 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE THEORY & PRACTICE 
This spring, members of the Explorers Lifelong Learning Institute at Salem State 
University in Massachusetts reviewed major principles of distributive justice and 
justice in exchange.  They then estimated the impact of these principles on the 
social changes that have been unfolding over the past three decades.  Theories of 
unfair social distribution and exchange were offered and tested for salient groups of 
family, educational, occupational and management status, as well as for their 
shared settlement, industry, property and political class interests. 
 
AMERICA & THE HOLOCAUST 
This month members of the ROSE Institute for Life Long Learning in Beachwood, 
Ohio are studying the years from 1933 to 1945 when America failed to become the 
haven for those attempting to escape Nazi persecution.  This course will examine 
the actions of the American people, our government and the media, which caused 
America to pass up a number of opportunities where refuges could have been 
saved.  They will also examine those Americans whose actions helped to save well 
over a thousand Jews. 
 
NEW DRUMMING CIRCLE A SUCCESS 
Last fall, members of Lifelong Learning at the Highlands in Marana, Arizona formed 
a new drumming circle.  So far they have had two gigs playing for entertainment.  
They are off to a great start. 
 
IPAD TECHNOLOGY 
The OLLI program at the University of Massachusetts Boston is offering 
members several courses in this new technology.  IPAD for Absolute Beginners 
teaches the basics with many “hands on” opportunities to boost self-confidence.  
Your IPAD: What It Can do and How You Do It, will teach participants, through 
hands-on, step-by-step exercises, to plan a trip to Portland, Maine.  They will also 
add friends to their address book, send an email inviting them to join the trip, and 
then put the trip on the Calendar.  They will also surf for a hotel, things to see, 
reserve seats on the train, create a packing list, download an App to check the 
weather, buy some books, and read them via the IPAD on the train.  Finally, IPAD 
Captain’s Course helps members master their IPAD with tips, tricks, secrets and 
apps.   
Understanding E-Readers & Tablet Computers, Part 2, is an ongoing course being 
given this spring at the Schi l ler Shorel ine Institute for Lifelong Learning in 
Connecticut.  Participants will lean how to use apps, how to organize files, access 
free digital information, e-books and digital audio books.   
 
Members of the Princeton Senior Resource Center in New Jersey are also 
taking a course entitled Introduction to IPAD.  They will learn how to use their IPAD 
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to browse the Internet, add applications from the marketplace and personalize 
settings. 
 
SOMALI PIRATES 
The March LLI Forum at the Lifetime Learning Institute at Northern Virginia in 
Annandale featured a discussion of how the world can stop these pirates.  The 
speaker was a retired Rear Admiral and the Task Force Commander in the Gulf of 
Aden with first-hand experience on this topic. 
 
LIES, SPIES AND SUNKEN SUBS 
This spring, members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Granite State 
College in New Hampshire will hear the various stories surrounding the Russian K-
129 sub, raised in part by the Glomar Explorer.  This story of intrigue and 
technology takes place from 1962 through 1975, with people still publishing new 
information in 2012.  It is a view of the cold war, silent service (subs), spies (military 
NSA, KGB and CIA), cover stories and covert operations, with questions that still 
have many answers today.  This is a delightful case study to encourage critical 
thinking (and a brief flashback to the Cuban Missile Crisis.)   
 
AGING IN PLACE 
During the late winter, members of the Adult Leaning Institute at Columbia-Green 
Community College in New York attended a workshop titled Aging in Place: Staying 
Happy and Safe at Home.  Aging in place generally refers to the ability to live in 
one’s own home and community safely, independently, and comfortably, regardless 
of age, income or ability.  This is the arrangement most of us want.  The resources 
and approaches to aging in place vary depending on geography and individual 
circumstance.  This discussion covered a brief historical overview, key components, 
and different ways services are provided. 
 
CONFLICT? WHO? ME? 
In this course, members of the Lifelong Learning Institute at James Madison 
University in Virginia explored the nature of conflicts and root causes; personality 
styles and how to use theirs for creative, life-enhancing outcomes; the role of needs 
and feelings; deep listening; and the importance of dignity for transforming 
relationships.  This was an interactive, experiential class that provided real skills to 
enhance relationships. 
 
ARE WE TURNING INTO A CASHLESS SOCIETY? 
Members of the Academy of Lifelong Learning at Lincoln Land Community College 
in Illinois recently took part in a discussion of issues relating to a cashless society, 
such as how to prepare for the eventuality of life without cash, the technology and 
psychological issues relating to it, and the political and business ramifications. 
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INTELLECTUAL HERITAGE OF THE WEST  
This spring, members of the Cheshire Academy for Lifelong Learning at Keene 
State College in New Hampshire briefly reviewed the artists, writers, clergymen and 
politicians who had the most influence on Western culture. This group of people is 
considered the "Western canon." Participants will get a brief look at a large number 
of ideas, which have shaped modern consciousness. The course will review the 
historic foundations of modern thought. It will chart the broad periods of intellectual 
development from the Classical World through the Renaissance to the modern 
period. 
 

THE BOOK CORNER 
Members of the Adult Leaning Institute at Columbia-Green Community College 
in New York recently read: 
Bleak House, by Charles Dickens 
Night Fall, by Nelson DeMille 
 
Members of the ROSE Institute for Life Long Learning in Beachwood, Ohio 
are reading: 
Home, by Toni Morrison 
Brooklyn, by Colm Toibin 
 
Members of OMNILORE at California State University, Dominquez Hills are 
reading: 
Thieves of Book Row, by Travis McDade 
Thank You for Your Service, by David Finkel 
The Fault in Our Stars, by John Green 
The Jasmine Trade, by Denise Hamilton 
Churchill’s Hour, by Michael Dobbs 
Tinker Bell-An Evolution, by Mindy Johnson 
David and Goliath: Underdogs, Misfits and the Art of Battling Giants, by Malcolm 
Gladwell 
The Light Between the Oceans, by M.L. Stedman 
 

CURRICULUM RESOURCES: NEW WEB SITES 
 

Censored: Wielding the Red Pen - 
http://explore. l ib.virginia.edu/exhibits/show/censored 
This online exhibit, curated by the University of Virginia Albert and Shirley Small 
Special Collections Library, features many pages dedicated to a variety of 
censorship topics: Banned adult and children's literature, movies, music, art and 
film are discussed, along with minority authors, internet filtering, and other issues.  
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Internet Censorship: Law & Pol icy Around the World - 
https://www.efa.org.au/Issues/Censor/cens3.html 
This report by Electronic Frontiers Australia provides an excellent introduction to the 
laws and policies behind Internet censorship around the world. It also includes a 
timeline of key developments in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United 
Kingdom, and the U.S. since 1996.  
 
 
 
 
The Canadian Literature Archive - 
http://canadachannel.ca/HCO/index.php/CanLit_Canadian_Literature_
Archive 
A comprehensive collection of information about Canadian writers, novelists, poets, 
and playwrights, as well as books, archives, publications, and literary organizations. 
A good place to go for information on the Canadian literary scene.! 
 
That’s all for this month. 
 
Nancy Merz Nordstrom, M.Ed. 
Road Scholar Institute Network 
Road Scholar 
11 Ave de Lafayette | Boston, MA 02111 | (617) 457-5564 tel.  
network@roadscholar.org 
www.roadscholar.org/ein/intro.asp 
Road Scholar is the program name of Elderhostel, Inc.,  
the not-for-profit world leader in lifelong learning. 
 

To be prepared against surprise is to be trained. 
To be prepared for surprise is to be educated. ~ James Carse 

 


