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During the spring, the Evergreen Forum, sponsored the Princeton Senior 
Resource Center in New Jersey will offer Scientists Against Time: The Role of Allied 
Scientists in WWII.  This seminar will explore some of the critical contributions of 
mostly Allied scientists, engineers, and mathematicians during World War II, and 
briefly some of the critical post-war legacies of the war’s scientific advances.  
Topics will include radar and the Battle of Britain, cryptography and the breaking of 
the German Enigma code, the Battle of the Atlantic against Germans submarines; 
rockets, missiles, airplanes and the erratic history of strategic bombing, science and 
deception in the D-Day invasion, and the Manhattan Project to develop the atomic 
bomb.  It will explore as well the evolution of rockets and the Manhattan Project to 
the nuclear arms race, nuclear power and the nuclear proliferation. 
 
Members of the ILR at Cedar Crest in New Jersey are studying the Rangoon 
Disaster, this spring.  Then There Were Six, is a story, which takes place during 
WWII in the Pacific.  It discusses how, during a bombing raid, only one of eleven B-
29’s returned to its home base and the subsequent story of 29 men captured by 
the Japanese. 
 
This spring, members of the Learning Institute at New England Col lege 
(LINEC) in New Hampshire will be Thinking About Capitalism.  This course covers 
capitalism’s rich history, its opponents and proponents and its startling impact on 
our world.  Capitalism affects every aspect of a society based on monetary 
exchanges for goods and services.  It is the economic system under which we live.  
The topics are presented through a DVD lecture series form the Catholic University 
of America, followed by elaboration and discussion. 
 
This spring, members of the Lifelong Learning Institute at James Madison 
University in Virginia studied America’s Trend in Violence. They explored how guns 
have morphed into idols where millions not only respect but also revere them.  They 
also focused on the responsibility of the faith community to unmask the idols and 
build a “peaceable kingdom.” 
 
During the spring semester, members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
at Granite State Col lege in New Hampshire will be taking a historic look at 
Binoculars and Handheld Telescopes.  These were two of the most common and 
important scientific instruments in history and became critical tools in the military, 
maritime exploration and scientific activities.  They will explore the developments 
that led to the invention of the telescope and binoculars and the improvements 
made since them. 
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This spring, members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Saginaw 
Val ley State University in Michigan studied Years in Isolation: A History of 
Chernobyl. Once thriving urban centers, Chernobyl and its partner city Pripyat held 
nearly 70,000 residents between  
them at their peak. When disaster struck the Chernobyl nuclear plant in 1986, these 
cities were quickly abandoned, and now serve as chilling reminders of past 
mistakes. This course covered the history of the two cities as important residential 
areas from 1970, through the disaster that devastated them both, and on to the 
present day.  
 
Over the spring, members of the Princeton Senior Resource Center in New 
Jersey looked at poison.  It Could Be Poison was studied by participants who 
learned how to identify poisons, how they enter the body, the dos and don’ts of 
using medications and household cleaners, and what to do if they suspect 
poisoning. 
 
During the spring, members of the Schi l ler Shorel ine Institute for Lifelong 
Learning in Connecticut studied Hajj: Journey to the House of God.  This class 
was an overview of the hajj or pilgrimage to Mecca.  Hajj, a central duty of Islam 
whose origins date back to the Prophet Abraham, brings together Muslims of all 
races and tongues, four million every year.  All Muslims, nearly one quarter of 
humanity, share the aspiration to complete this journey at least once in a lifetime  
This course will explain its various components, symbolism and stages of that 
physical/spiritual journey. 


