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RSIN MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
June, 2014 

Greetings Everyone! 
 
This month the LLI CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT shines on: 

• The Victorian Age – LIRIC, NY 
• How Fair Trade Can Change the World – ENCORE, NC State University, 

Raleigh 
• Aspects of Art – OLLI, Berkshire Community College, MA 
• Summer Intersession – LIRA, UMASS Lowell 

 
RSIN reads about so many outstanding LLI courses – too many to mention in this 
newsletter – that we have found it necessary to create these two additional 
columns – LLI CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT and LLI CURRICULUM IDEAS.  Both 
contain great ideas and resources from programs just like yours all across the 
Network. Be sure to give them a read. 
 
UPCOMING CONFERENCE 
 

Annual Southern Lifelong Learning Conference 
July 30-August 1, 2014, Reuter Center, University of North Carol ina, 

Ashevi l le 
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of North Carolina, Asheville is 
hosting the 2014 Southern Lifelong Learning Conference.  All are welcome.  For 
more information, workshop proposals and all the details, please visit the 
conference web site - http://ol l iashevi l le.com/2014-southern-regional-
l i felong-learning-meeting.  You can also contact the conference organizer, 
Catherine Frank at cfrank@unca.edu or by phone at 828-251-6188. 
 
HELP AN LLI OUT 
The Adventures in Lifelong Learning LLI at Three Rivers Community College in 
Connecticut is asking for your help with LLI member no-shows for courses and 
travel. The situation occurs quite often when their members sign up for a lecture 
and or an event for which they do not charge and then for some reason do not 
show up. It is especially embarrassing when they have a lecturer from far away who 
travels the distance to be faced with a small audience.  They are seeking 
suggestions as to how to remedy this situation.  If you can help them out with ideas 
please contact Gideon Loewenstein at gideonlus@yahoo.com.  As usual, 
thanks everyone for helping another LLI out. 
 
AS SEEN IN PRINT 
The Learning in Retirement Association (LIRA) at the University of Massachusetts 
Lowell was featured in a story, along with several photos, that appeared in the 
winter issue of Merrimack Valley Magazine.  The magazine is widely distributed in 
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the Merrimack Valley of Northern Massachusetts and Southern New Hampshire, 
and is a wonderful source of free publicity for the LLI. 
 
 
 
 
A SUCCESSFUL DIVERSITY INITIATIVE 
The Lifelong Learning Collaborative (LLC) in Providence, Rhode Island has 
established a Diversity Outreach Committee (DOC) that is off to a very successful 
start.   As a first step in attaining membership diversity the committee wrote letters 
of invitation to members of the African American community and the results brought 
together a group of women to sample the LLC experience.  To quote one of the 
DOC members, “It was wonderful.  We all worked together to make our first effort a 
success.  Our guests were so responsive and interested.  The discussion was open 
and honest.  I believe that they will participate in the Fall.”  Follow-up will ensure that 
all those who attended will be included in future mailings, including LLC’s Fall 
catalogue.  Personal phone calls when registration opens might also be a good 
idea.  As one member said, “It takes a village, or sometimes just a few dedicated 
people.” The day started with the guests attending LLC classes and was then 
followed by lunch for sixteen people.  A great deal of laughter was heard from the 
various rooms being used and in-depth discussions at lunch included classes for 
Fall 2014, race/prejudice/bias.  
It was an open discussion and well received by everyone in attendance.  Although 
this was a pilot program, with a little tweaking, the LLC Diversity Outreach 
Committee is already looking to hold another event in September 2014.  Another 
DOC member said “This was the most collaborative project I have ever, ever been 
involved with and it was a pleasure.”   
 
MEMBERSHIP GOAL SURPASSED 
Congratulations to the Academy of Lifelong Learning (ALL) at Lincoln Land 
Community College in Illinois.  Thanks to all the members who worked to bring in 
new members, ALL surpassed their goal for 2013-2014.  As of March 31, they 
have a total of 340 members in the LLI.  All the new members were recruited by 
other members and the recruiting members will receive a reduced membership 
renewal fee for the coming year.  Plans for the 2014-2015 membership goal are 
already underway. 
 
FAREWELL 
RSIN sends best wishes to the Academy of Lifelong Learning’s director Judy 
Wagenblast, who is retiring after successfully leading ALL, at Lincoln Land 
Community College in Illinois, for more than five years.  Judy now plans to involve 
herself in the other side of ALL.  Once a lifelong learner, always a lifelong learner!  
Have fun, Judy! 
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INTERACTIVE WEBSITE 
At the present time the Lifetime Learning Institute of Northern Virginia in Annandale 
has a fairly static website with such details as the current catalog, ongoing classes, 
pictures, and announcements.  In order to develop a more interactive website, work 
began last year with a dedicated team of members who identified the necessary 
steps to make this happen, as inexpensively as possible.  The group outlined 
requirements, researched other LLI-like web sites, obtained a URL unique to them, 
explored companies and organizations that build and support websites, and met 
with LLI-Manassas to ascertain the methods used to launch their website.  Their 
goals is an interactive website that allows members to register for classes, receive 
class approvals, pay membership dues and any class fees; and enables non-
members to join the organization.  The future website is just that, in the future.  
However members should see early signs of their new direction this summer.  The 
plan is to move slowly, staying within the capabilities, and grow as needed into a 
fully integrated website that meets the needs of their membership.  They feel they 
owe nothing less to future members who know nothing BUT interactive websites. 
CENTENNIAL MEMBERS 
Congratulations to two members of the Chemeketa Center for Lifelong Learning in 
Woodburn, Oregon.  Helen DuBuque just celebrated her 105th birthday and 
Gertrude Tomminger is celebrating her 103rd birthday this year.  Wow!  Lifelong 
Learning has many benefits, as we all know, and longevity may just be one of them! 
   
ART SHOW 
In April, the annual Princeton Senior Resource Center Art Show opened.  The 
month-long show featured a wide variety of artwork consisting of colorful acrylics, 
oils, watercolors and pencil drawings.  The artists all attend classes at the center.  
Refreshments were served at the opening reception and artists were on hand to 
discus their work.  A percentage of sales benefited the PSRC. 
 
MORE ON THE CIVIL WAR 
From the Bucknel l  Inst itute for Lifelong Learning, Pennsylvania: 
Brave Women of 1864: A Look at Their Lives and Civil War Experiences – This 
course explored the Civil War experiences of women who entered the conflict as 
soldiers, vivandieres and nurses – both Northern and Southern.  Brave women of 
1864 continues the exploration of Civil War battles and the service women provided 
to the soldiers who fought this war. 
 
SUBMARINES FOR NON-SUBMARINERS 
This spring, members of Lifelong Learning at the Highlands in Marana, Arizona are 
studying the history of navy submarines, with emphasis on US submarines in WW II 
and the Cold War.  The course includes descriptions of how submarines dive and 
surface, propulsion, weapons, and submarine operations. Also, some short videos, 
funny sea stories, and lots of discussion are included. 
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GRANDMA MOSES 
Members of the Lifelong Learning Institute at James Madison University in Virginia 
are taking part in a historic remembrance of Grandma Moses this month.  Grandma 
Moses’ Footsteps in the Shenandoah Valley is an initiative of the Department of 
Historic Resources and Augusta County.  They will be unveiling a historic marker 
about Grandma Moses at the Government Center and the LLI group will be part of 
that ceremony.  
 
REMEMBERING PLACE 
One of the best ways to understand our society is to explore how we remember the 
past.  We carefully choose what to remember and what to forget, what to celebrate 
and what to conceal.  This spring, members of the Lifelong Learning Institute at 
James Madison University in Virginia focused on the history of their own place, 
Harrisonburg, VA.  They concentrated on public buildings and spaces, monuments, 
museums, civic buildings, public parks, etc. but also investigated selected works of 
literature and film. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BARBARY COAST: A SHORT HISTORY OF WHITE SLAVERY 
This spring, members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Granite State 
College in New Hampshire will be studying the Barbary Coast, home to a thriving, 
man-catching industry from 1500 to 1800.  Corsairs devastated hundreds of 
European coastal communities and made the seas gravely dangerous.  During the 
16th and 17th centuries more slaves were taken south across the Mediterranean 
than west across the Atlantic.  Some were ransomed back to their families, some 
were put to hard labor in North Africa and the unluckiest worked themselves to 
death as galley slaves.  Could it really be possible that for most of this period 
European navies were too weak to put up more than token resistance? 
 
KNOTTY TOPICS IN GENETICS 
During the late winter, early spring, members of the Bucknell Institute for Lifelong 
Learning in Pennsylvania studied this challenging topic.  Since the dawn of genetic 
engineering in the early 1970s, the field of human genetics has been rapidly 
developing.  With all the research and development come the questions.  Questions 
such as; Does the state have the right to compel individuals to undergo mandatory 
genetic testing?  Should a physician have the right to warn close relatives about a 
serious genetic risk in a patient, or should the physical be liable for failing to warn?  
These and other thorny questions wrestled with the many social and moral 
questions posed by the startling progress in these fields.  The class included both 
lecture and discussion; 5-10 minute presentations by participants on the topics of 
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their choice was encouraged. 
 
TED TALKS 
The Princeton Senior Resource Center in New Jersey regularly uses Ted Talks for 
lively discussions.  For the first 15 minutes participants watch the Ted Talk lecture 
and then discuss it.  Topics in April included:  Does Money Make You Mean? – 
Paper Beats Plastic? How to Rethink Environmental Folklore – Life’s Third Act – 
Teach Every Child About Food. 
 
THE WISDOM OF CC. JUNG FOR THE SECOND HALF OF LIFE 
Over the spring, members of the Schiller Shoreline Institute for Lifelong Learning in 
Connecticut delved into this fascinating topic.  Jung wrote, “ The afternoon of 
human life must also have a significance of its own and cannot be merely a pitiful 
appendage to life’s morning.”  Jung’s psychology focuses on a growing wholeness 
of the psyche, which he called Individuation.  The second half of life is a critical time 
for Individuation.  Participants explored how this works and gives meaning, purpose 
and joy to our lives. 
 

THE BOOK CORNER 
Members of the Academy of Lifelong Learning at Lincoln Land Community 
College in Illinois are reading: 
Lazy B: Growing Up on a Cattle Ranch in the American Southwest, by Sandra Day 
O’Connor, and Alan Day 
The Sea Captain’s Wife, by Beth Powning 
 
 
 
 

 
CURRICULUM RESOURCES: NEW WEB SITES 

 
HANDBOOK OF LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES – 
http:// lcweb2.loc.gov/hlas/hlashome.html 
The Handbook is a bibliography on Latin America consisting of works selected and 
annotated by scholars.  Edited by the Hispanic Division of the Library of Congress, 
the multidisciplinary Handbook alternates annually between the social sciences and 
the humanities. Each year, more than 130 academics from around the world 
choose over 5,000 works for inclusion in the Handbook. Continuously published 
since 1936, the Handbook offers Latin Americanists an essential guide to available 
resources.  
 
FORMOSA - http://cdm.reed.edu/cdm4/formosa/ 
This digital library gathers images of Taiwan and its various peoples. These textual 
representations, woodcuts, maps, and linguistic data originally published in 
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European and North American books and journals during the 19th Century. 
 
BOLIVIA WEB - http://www.bol iv iaweb.com 
If you're looking for a jumping-off point to find information on Bolivia, this is the 
place to go. Bolivia web is a searchable directory with everything from photos and 
traveler's blogs, to information on health, government, the economy, and much 
more. The "Interactive Zone" offers quizzes, chat forums, and other user 
contributions. 
 
BHUTAN COUNTRY STUDIES - 
http://memory.loc.gov/frd/cs/bttoc.html 
A detailed profile of Bhutan including its history from ancient times to the present, 
geography, languages, religions, economy, social systems, industries, agriculture, 
and more. 
 
That’s all for this month. 
 
Nancy Merz Nordstrom, M.Ed. 
Road Scholar Institute Network 
Road Scholar 
11 Ave de Lafayette | Boston, MA 02111 | (617) 457-5564 tel.  
network@roadscholar.org 
www.roadscholar.org/rsin 
Road Scholar is the program name of Elderhostel, Inc.,  
the not-for-profit world leader in lifelong learning. 
 

Say not, when I have leisure I will study; you may not have leisure. 
~ The Mishnah 

 


