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LLI CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT 
June, 2014 

 
LECTURE SERIES: THE VICTORIAN AGE 

Learning in Retirement at Iona Col lege (LIRIC) New York 
 

“May you live in interesting times” – a kindness or a condemnation?  19th century 
Victorians confronted an era of dramatic change upsetting their age-old convictions 
about social status, philosophical truisms, science, religion, economics, law and 
women.  The presenters in this semester’s lecture series will characterize and 
inform participants about that dynamic time in recent history.  Topics include: 
 

• The Victorian Age: An Era of Change 
• The Circus and Childhood Re-invent Each Other 
• Sexuality in the Victorian Era, Capitalism, Science and the Role of the 

Church 
• Kipling and India: The Limits of English Knowledge 
• Scientists of the Victorian Age 
• British Imperialism in Africa in the Victorian Age 
• Crime and the Rise of the Metropolitan Police Force in Victorian England 
• A Peek at the Underside of American Victorian History: Murder Most Foul 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

HOW FAIR TRADE CAN CHANGE THE WORLD 
ENCORE, North Carol ina State University, Raleigh 

 
What exactly does the term “FAIR TRADE” mean?  In this course, representatives 
from local fair trade organizations and businesses will give participants a better 
understanding of fair trade efforts both globally and closer to home.  Topics include: 
 
Overview of Fair Trade – A brief history of the fair trade movement, featuring 
videos of artisans at work creating their products, and first-hand reports from Ten 
Thousand Villages staff who participated in learning tours to Peru and Africa. 
 
Women’s Issues – Speakers from local fair trade groups will talk about their work 
to aid women who are marginalized in their communities and the role fair trade 
practices play in helping these women. 
 
Human Traff icking Issues – Participants will view the film The Dark Side of 
Chocolate and discuss the business of chocolate and fair trade chocolate. 
 
Agricultural Issues – The class will view the film Black Gold and then a local 
coffee expert will address the topic of agriculture as an alternative illegal drug 
production. 
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
 
 

ASPECTS OF ART 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, Berkshire Community Col lege, 

Massachusetts 
 
This spring, members of the OLLI program at Berkshire Community College in 
Massachusetts will study the Aspects of Art through these five sessions: 
 
Living Threads Judaica: Art for Beauty, Rituals, Celebration, Heal ing 
and the Soul – The instructor will share her expressions of the Jewish spirit 
though her weavings/mixed-media creations and their accompanying stories.  Her 
artwork is deeply rooted in the power of Judaism, nature and the sacred responses 
of the spirit. 
 
Clark Next: A Sneak Preview – Behind-the-scenes construction photographs 
and images that preview the new architecture and landscape will give participants 
an insider’s view of how the Clark’s collections and programs will be enhanced by 
this transformative project. 
 
Inf inite Measure: Learning to Design in Geometric Harmony with Art, 
Architecture and Nature – In this hands-on workshop, take drawing 
compasses in hand and learn simple geometric methods for composing 
harmonious spaces and places, and then observe these proportions in world-
famous art, architecture, interior and landscape designs. 
 
Shaker History and Bel iefs Through Their Music and Dance – The 
Shakers wrote more than 10,000 songs. Attendees will learn about the various 
types of songs, the religious dances that often accompanied them, their 
musicology, and their cultural and spiritual meanings.  Audience participation will be 
encouraged. 
 
A Journey Through the Smaller Museums of Manhattan:  Surprises 
Guaranteed! – The instructors will present highlights from their two-year 
exploration of 81 exciting museums in New York City, as featured in their recently 
published book, Not the Met: Exploring the Smaller Museums of Manhattan. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

SUMMER INTERSESSION 
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Learning in Retirement Associat ion (LIRA), University of 
Massachusetts Lowell 

 
The 2014 Summer Intersession, given between semesters, offers to retirees and 
those semi-retired, a sample of LIRA’s almost year-round programs and friendly 
community.  The program is planned, and much of it provided by the members 
themselves.  The general public is invited to all Intersession programs. This time for 
these programs is 10 am to Noon.  Topics include: 
 
Nature Walk and Barn Tour – This is LIRA’s annual outing and will be a double-
featured event.  In the morning they will walk a two-mile loop in the Great Brook 
Farm State Park, and, in the afternoon, participants will receive a guided tour of the 
robotic milking system (smart barn) located in the park. 
 
Peabody Essex Museum – A docent-led tour of the works of the 19th Century 
British artist, Joseph Turner.  He was a world-renowned painter of landscapes and 
the sea. 
Mark and El isia Saab Emerging Technologies and Innovation Center – 
A tour of the Saab Center.  This new building is dedicated to carrying out research 
in materials vital for advances in fields such as nanotechnology, nanomedicine, 
molecular biology, plastic engineering and optics, furthering fields such as life 
sciences, energy, national security, environmental protection and more. 
 
Causes and Cures of Anxiety and Depression – Approximately 4.7 percent 
of the nation’s population suffers from persistent depression or anxiety disorders, 
with a minority of those afflicted receiving adequate medication or counseling.  A 
noted psychiatrist will review the questions of the many causes and treatments of 
these two prominent and disturbing disorders.  He will encourage an interactional 
approach with his audience – but does not promise immediate cures! 
 
The Pol it ics of Food – The state of our food production, consumption and 
distribution is fundamentally broken.  Food labeling, safety and oversight are sold to 
the highest bidder – while sustainable alternatives are ignored in a sea of economic 
globalization.  It’s time to take control of our tummies and empower our forks. 
 
American Texti le History Museum – Fiberart International 2013 is the 21st in a 
series of triennial juried exhibitions sponsored by the Fiberarts Guild of Pittsburgh, 
Inc.  Chosen by a distinguished panel of artists and curators, Fiberart International 
2013 features 79 works by established and emerging artists, providing a unique 
opportunity to see current trends and innovations in this constantly evolving 
medium. 
 
Art and the Nazis – A medievalist who teaches in the history department at the 
university will discuss her historical novel, The Altarpiece, about art looting and 
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cultural oppression during the Nazi period.  She will also appear as part of the 
documentary series, Mysteries of the Museum, on the Travel Chanel this spring. 
 
The Old Manse – Participants will tour the Old Manse in Concord, home of Ralph 
Waldo Emerson and Nathaniel Hawthorne.  The house was conveyed to the 
Trustees of Reservations in 1939.  It was conveyed complete with all its furnishings, 
and contains a remarkable collection of furniture, books, kitchen implements, 
dishware, and other items, as well as original wallpaper, woodwork, windows, and 
architectural features. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

 
 

 
 


