
 1 

LLI CURRICULUM IDEAS 
April, 2014 

 
 
During the spring, the Evergreen Forum, sponsored the Princeton Senior Resource Center 
in New Jersey will offer The Films of the Angry Young Men.  The novelists and playwrights of 
Post-World War II Britain set out to shake up their staid class society.  They wrote to shock 
society into recognizing its inequality and snobbishness and to reveal the energy and vitality 
of the working class lives they knew. Their anger was often directed towards the ancient and 
revered institutions of higher education from which they felt excluded.  These novels and 
plays were transformed into films that injected a vigorous critique of British life and values 
into contemporary culture. Participants will view and discuss a number of these films 
including “Look Back in Anger”, and “the Loneliness of the Long-Distance Runner,” and 
end with the buoyancy and optimism of the Beatles in “A Hard Day’s Night.” 
 
This spring, members of the Explorers Lifelong Learning Institute at Salem State College 
in Massachusetts will be studying Engineering in Medicine.  With the turn of the 20th century, 
engineers began working with physicians to create new methods and equipment for 
diagnosis and treatment of diseases as well as improved prostheses.  Advanced computer 
technology brings an amazing range of innovations to enhance medical procedures and 
equipment. 
 
This spring, members of the ILR at Cedar Crest in New Jersey will be studying the Age of 
Jefferson.  Lectures will be given by a University of Virginia instructor in partnership with 
Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello.  Born in an age ruled by monarchs, Thomas Jefferson 
thought that power ought to belong to those who possessed “virtue and talent” rather than 
to aristocrats who had inherited it. 
 
This spring, members of the Institute for Continuing Learning at Young Harris College 
in Georgia will be studying Doctors: The History Of Scientific Medicine Revealed Through Biography. 
They will view the Great Courses lecture series: Doctors - The History of Scientific Medicine 
Revealed Through Biography. Each lecture will be followed by a brief group discussion. 
Members will learn about the progress and changes in medicine through the ages wrought by 
such men as Hippocrates, Galen, Vesalius, Harvey, Morgagni, Hunter, Laennac, Morton, 
Virchow, Lister, Halsted and Taussig. They will discuss two doctors each week. 
 
This spring, members of the Learning Institute at New England College (LINEC) in 
New Hampshire will be studying the Physics of History.  This course, based on a Columbia 
University DVD lecture, treats the atom as a tool for revealing the quantitative history of 
everything from the human diet and works of art, to earth’s climate and the universe.  They 
will learn about matter, space and time from the big bang to tomorrow.  Q&A follow each 
lecture. 
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Over the winter, winter, members of the Learning in Retirement program at Waukesha 
County Technical College in Wisconsin studied Lesser Known Religions.  They started with a 
discussion of the difference between cults, sects, denominations and religions.  They then 
covered Paganism, Druidism, Shamanism, Tao, Conficianism, Jain, Shinto, Sikh, 
Zoroastrain, Mormon, Seventh Day Adventists, Scientology, Amish, Christian Science and 
Baha’i.  These topics were presented in a format that as much as was humanly possible, was 
neither promoting nor degrading any of the groups.  The purpose of the course was to foster 
an appreciation both of the uniqueness of each group as well as commonalities among them. 
 
This spring, members of the Learning in Retirement at Iona College (LIRIC) in New 
York will be studying Science and the Afterlife.  In these four lectures they will first examine 
ancient ideas about the afterlife, from the Egyptian focus on life beyond death, through 
Judaism’s rejection of an after-life, to the Christian views of resurrection, introduced by Paul. 
They will then look at spiritualism as a search for an afterlife without God and consider Near 
Death Experiences and whether they offer evidence for or against the existence of an 
afterlife.  Finally they will direct their attention to the contrasting views of some 
contemporary physicists on the afterlife. 
 
This spring, members of the Lifelong Learning Institute in Manassas, Virginia will be 
studying Classic Novels.  Over the course of three weeks they will read and discuss To the 
Lighthouse, by Virginia Woolf, As I Lay Dying, by William Faulkner, and One Hundred Years of 
Solitude, by Gabriel Garcia Marquez. 
 
This winter, members of the Lifetime Learning Institute at NOVA in Annandale, Virginia 
will study Rocky Mountain High: How the Mountains Got the Way They Are Today.  This course 
will be of interest to anyone who might enjoy the spectacular scenery of the Rocky 
Mountains.   
 
Over the spring, members of the Lifelong Learning Institute at James Madison University 
in Virginia will learn more about Dogs in Literature.  No animal –human relationship has 
fascinated artists more than that between people and dogs.  Our ancient ancestors preserved 
the dog in paintings on cave walls.  Homer wrote of Argos, who was the only creature 
recognizing that his master, Odysseus, had finally returned home from the Trojan War.  The 
Japanese erected a statue in honor of Hachiko, the Akita who continued to wait patiently for 
his owner’s return years after his master’s death.  Modern soldiers extol the intelligence, skill, 
and loyalty of their K-9 companions who serve honorably in war and later become gentle 
household companions. It is little wonder that this human-canine relationship has been the 
focus of so much literature through the centuries. Course participants will sample several 
literary works about dogs, including short stories, essays, and poems by writers such as E. B. 
White and John Updike,  as well as Jack London’s The Call of the Wild, Paul Auster’s 
Timbuktu, and David Wroblewski’s The Story of Edgar Sawtelle. 
 
This spring, members of the Lyceum at Binghamton University in New York will be 
studying People of the Ancient World: Ancient Celtic Druidism and Imazirghen (Berbers). This course 
explores what is actually known about ancient Celtic Druidism in archaeology, epigraphy, 
linguistics and prehistory.  It will also cover the history, archaeology and context of the 
Imazirghen, the native inhabitants of North Africa, known to western people by the 
imposed name Berbers, which comes from the name “barbarian” in ancient Greek. 
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Members of the OLLI program at the University of Massachusetts Boston will be studying 
Twenty Years of Progress: Development in Rwanda Since the 1994 Genocide, this spring.  This course 
will examine the political, social, and economic factors behind Rwanda’s recovery as a 
nation, and discuss what lies ahead in Rwanda’s future. 
 
The Evolution of Television Journalism is a course that was given early in the spring at the 
Schiller Shoreline Institute for Lifelong Learning in Connecticut.  This presentation was 
an informal chat with a local news anchor about the changing face of television journalism in 
the digital age. 


