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LLI CURRICULUM IDEAS 
March, 2014 

 
This winter, members of the Adult Learning Program at the University of Connecticut, 
Hartford are studying Abraham Lincoln, Prophet of American Democracy.  Lincoln’ axial value was 
self-government – not union, not emancipation.  By the time he ran for the presidency, 
Lincoln had come to believe that to save American self-government, it was necessary to put 
the country on the road to biracial democracy. 
 
This spring, members of the Cheshire Academy for Lifelong Learning at Keene State 
College in New Hampshire will be studying Masterpieces of Medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque 
Music: Beyond Gregorian Chant.  They will learn about the luminary composers of the 12th-17th 
centuries, including Perotin, Ockeghem, Josquin, Palestrina, Gabrieli, Monteverdi, Purcell, 
Handel and Bach. The fascinating stories of the first use of harmony in Western music, the 
origins of opera, the first use of dynamics and more will come to life with Dr. Elaine 
"Lainee" Ginsberg, lecturer at Keene State in the Music Department. She will present 
numerous musical monuments from each era, with biographical and historical background, 
as well as listening strategies for both the novice and experienced listener. Early music is also 
a particular interest of hers, and this year (her 9th at KSC) she is teaching Music History 
before 1750. 
 
My Life as a Food Spy is the title of a course being given at the ENCORE LLI at North 
Carolina State University this spring.  A former writer of Newsday’s “Eats” column will 
share stories of how she avoided detection, ordered way too much food for a normal person, 
and made off with the menus.  They will hear her humorous stores about the best and worst 
meals, and learn how to order adventurously at restaurants. 
 
This winter, members of the Institute for Continuing Learning at Young Harris College 
in Georgia will be studying the Internet for Other Uses.  This course will cover utilizing the 
Internet for non-computer services. It will discuss the requirements that these services need 
and the things you need to be aware of to have the proper expectations. They will be 
discussing TV streaming using a Roku, play-on as a content provider, telephone over 
Internet, and faxing as a service with email.  
 
This winter, members of the Learning in Retirement program at Waukesha County 
Technical College in Wisconsin are Surveying English Poetry.  A continuation of a previous 
course, participants will cover a wide range of English poets and authors.   
 
Over the winter, members of the Lifelong Learning program at Baylor University in Texas 
are studying Living in the Sounds of Music.  This class will be introduced to the various families 
of instruments, including Strings, Woodwinds, Brass and Percussion.  Baylor students will 
speak, rehearse and also perform during the sessions.  A few optional field trips will be 
offered that will afford participants the opportunity to sit side-by-side with music students in 
rehearsals with Baylor’s bands and orchestras.  A discussion and demonstration of 
improvisation and jazz combo playing will also be included. 
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This spring, members of the Lifelong Learning Institute at James Madison University in 
Virginia will explore A Sacred Cosmos: Religion and Literature.  Do this world and human life 
form part of a sacred cosmos?  In this course, participants will explore the cultural 
significance of religion in literature by examining short works that consider whether or not 
the world has a sacred dimension.  Their readings will begin with Voltaire’s Candide and its 
radical rejection of the sacred.  They will then read a modern existentialist work, Camus’ The 
Stranger, which explores similar questions through a character who seems to internalize the 
absence of a sacred order.  Participants will conclude by discussing several short stories by 
Flannery O’Connor, whose fiction embodies a biting counterattack against the worldview 
that reject the sacred dimension. 
 
Last fall, participants in the Lifelong Learning Lyceum in conjunction with Newburyport 
Adult & Community Education in Massachusetts studied Mother Courage.  Considered to be 
one of the greatest plays of the 20th century, and certainly considered Bretch’s masterpiece, 
this play provided a provocative study.  The central character, Mother Courage/Anna 
Feierling and her family are characters in perhaps the greatest anti-war play of all time.  
Included was a DVD viewing of Theatre of War, the story of Mother Courage. 
 
This winter, members of the Lifetime Learning Institute at NOVA in Annandale, Virginia 
will explore how Everyone Complains But No One Does Anything About It.  The first session will 
focus on weather.  They will look at the basic principles of meteorology, why the 
weatherman gets it wrong, weather extremes and how short and long-term weather changes 
relate to the contentious discussion of climate change.  In the second session, they will look 
at the world’s basic climate zones, what controls them and their recent and long-term 
geological history.  They will also discuss human impact on climate change, look at today’s 
climate controversies and engage in an honest appraisal of what the impact on our 
grandchildren’s future may or many not be. 
 
This winter, members of the Lyceum at Binghamton University in New York are studying 
Renaissance Treasures of Florence.  Florence was the cradle of Renaissance painting, sculpture 
and architecture.  Giotto, Masaccio, Donatello and Michelangelo are a few of the artists 
whose woks were studied. 
 
Members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Coastal Carolina University in 
South Carolina are studying Myths and Legends of the Old West. Between the end of the War 
Between the States (late 1860s) and the end of the Indian Wars (late 1890s), they will explore 
the territory between the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains with a focus on Dead- 
wood, Dakota Territory, and Tombstone, Arizona Territory. Native American history in this 
section of the country will be introduced, with particular focus on the 25-year war between 
the United States and the Lakota and Apache Nations. Among the characters’ myths and 
legends covered will be: Crazy Horse, Sitting Bull, Red Cloud, Chief Joseph, Geronimo, 
Wyatt Earp, “Doc” Holliday, John Coulter, George Armstrong Custer, “Turkey  
Creek” Jack Johnson and “Wild Bill” Hickok.  
 
 
 


