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LLI CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT 
March, 2014 

 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

Bucknell Institute for Lifelong Learning, Bucknell University, PA 
 

Lunch & Learn - Short talks on a variety of topics, with lunch available include: 
 

 Democracy and Development in Africa: What Informs Western (U.S.) Policymaking 
on the Continent 

 

 Aging and Music Cognition 
 

 A Bird’s-Eye View of Aging 
 
Tea & Talk – Afternoon tea and a special presentation include: 
 

 Making Space: Art, Technology and Collaboration 
 

 Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony: Exploring its many interpretations and permutations 
from the late 20th century to the present 

 

 The Role of a Master Drummer: Beyond Africa and Jazz 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

THURSDAY MORNING LECTURE SERIES 
 ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT, WATER: MANAGING THE 

INTERDEPENDENCIES FOR OUR GRANDCHILDEN AND BEYOND 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 

 
The six topics in this series are: 
 
Interdependencies and Interrelationships: The Role of Systems Thinking – 
Implementing energy-efficient technologies and approaches such as using water for hydro-
power as a fossil fuel-free energy source, can have a range of positive or negative 
environmental and social implications.  These approaches need to consider future 
generations.  Embracing a systems thinking approach better enables us to prepare for a more 
sustainable future by recognizing the potential for possible interdependencies as 
interrelationships in the world we face. 
 
Our Energy Future: Opportunities and Challenges in Advanced Energy 
Technologies – A discussion of the opportunities and challenges in energy, and how 
Michigan-based enterprises are involved in innovating our energy future. 
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Hydraulic Fracturing 101: Clearing the Waters of the Fracking Debate – This 
presentation will introduce the fundamentals behind hydraulic fracturing, discuss how this 
completion technology is altering the national energy landscape and examine current activity 
specific to the state of Michigan. 
 
The Future of Transportation – This talk will discuss the changes underway in 
transportation systems and examine the forces and innovations likely to shape transportation 
in the future. 
 
Perspectives on Energy – This talk will provide perspectives on the global scale of our 
energy challenges while looking at some of the underlying variations with time and place.  It 
will also consider the need for “cross-over” of resources, particularly renewable resources, 
from electricity generation to meeting our needs for transportation in realistic ways. 
 
Global Water Resources: Issues Versus Energy Choices – Some conceptual aspects of 
water-energy interactions will be described along with the need for presenting technical data 
and information to the general public, as well as resource-management decision-makers. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
FRIDAY COFFEE WITH… 

Explorers Lifelong Learning Institute, Salem State University, Massachusetts 
 

This spring, on selected Fridays from 10 a.m. to Noon, with no admission charge or 
registration, the following topics will be discussed: 
 
The Life and Times of John L Sullivan: America’s First Sports Superstar – John L. 
Sullivan, the larger-than-life boxer, embodied the American Dream for late 19th century 
immigrants as he rose from Boston’s Irish working class to become the most recognizable 
man in the nation. The first modern heavyweight-boxing champion of the world, he was the 
gold standard of American sport for more than a decade and the first athlete to earn more 
than a million dollars. 
 
Oceans and Climate Change – Oceans are the lifeblood of the planet.  The oceans, which 
play a key role in mitigating climate change, also bear the brunt of climate change.  
Participants will be given a good overview of the ways that climate change is affecting the 
oceans and marine life, particularly around New England waters. 
 
Slavery to Freedom: African-Americans on the North Shore (1750-1850) – Although it 
was never an important part of the economy, slavery was certainly part of the life in 
Massachusetts.  Through public records, legal documents and memoirs by a number of 
citizens, the lives of several African-American families from the 18th and 19th centuries will 
be traced, as well as their journey from slavery to freedom. 
 
Quality Learning Resources That You Can Find Online for Free or Nearly Free – A 
chance for participants to become acquainted with the plethora of useful and enriching 
educational opportunities that are available on the Internet.  An informative, interactive and 
illustrated program filled with demonstrations of websites including hundreds of free college 
courses, podcasts, videos, lectures, health information, films, books and more. 
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Your Guide to Protecting Your Money in Today’s Consumer Marketplace – The 
speaker will relate how the state consumer office empowers consumers through education 
and outreach to maintain a fair and competitive marketplace.  Topics covered will include; 
identity theft, your shopping rights, safety at home and away, the Lemon Law, home 
foreclosures and more. 
 
The Controversy Behind Salem’s Bewitched Statue – The speaker takes participants 
through the history of TV Land’s Bewitched memorial statue and the controversy surrounding 
its unveiling in June of 2005.  The statue is of Elizabeth Montgomery who played the 
Samantha Stevens character in the Bewitched TV series as a “good witch.”  The cast filmed in 
Salem in the 1970s and the bronzed memorial statue to honor Montgomery was met with 
both excitement and resentment. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

BROWN BAG LUNCH SERIES 
Lifelong Learning Institute, James Madison University, VA 

 
Topics of the nine-week lecture series this past winter included: 
 
I’m Sorry I Burned Your Barn, Mister: Crime Stories from a Restorative Perspective – 
Restorative justice is all about meeting the needs of the victim, holding the offender 
accountable, and taking steps to restore the harm done.  Stories were shared that 
demonstrate this approach. 
 
Treasures in My Bureau Drawer – A short lecture by a gemologist followed by appraisals. 
 
Silver Screen Magic! Old-Time Movies with Live Music – After introductory comments 
about the music and musicians who pioneered this genre, attendees watched an old silent 
black and white film, complete with popcorn and drinks. 
 
Aging Happens: Staying Independent Takes Planning & Aging Happens: 
Navigating Your Health Care Options – A two-part series designed to successfully 
navigate the concerns of aging. 
 
Getting the Most Out of Your Cell Phone Camera – Learning ways to improve the 
pictures taken with cell phone cameras. 
 
Definitions of Art – A discussion of the various definitions of art and why they change over 
time. 
 
Rite/Riot of Spring – Participants watched a PBS DVD, made in the 1980s, learning both 
background of the production of Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring, and its faithfulness to the 
settings, costumes and music of the original performance. 
 
Rethinking the U.S. Peace Corps: Better Late Than Never – A discussion about older 
volunteers from two seasoned Peace Corps workers who navigated it all at a later age. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 


