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News from Road Scholar 
 
Private Educational Travel Programs for Your LLII 
Twenty-two LLIs are chartering private Road Scholar programs in 2015! Currently, the most popular 
programs are: 

 Signature City New Orleans: America's City of History, Culture and Celebration  

 Cuba Today: People and Society 

 Santa Fe and Taos: A Tale Of Two Cities 
 
We know, however, that for those Lifelong Learning Institutes with smaller membership bases, it 
can be challenging to get enough people to launch and sustain an exclusive travel program. 
Accordingly, Road Scholar will soon offer shared space consortium programs to Lifelong Learning 
Institutes affiliated with the Road Scholar Institute Network. It will provide LLIs with the 
opportunity to offer travel to any number of members as an added benefit and allow members to 
meet and travel with other lifelong learning enthusiasts. 
 
If you are interested in learning more about reserving a Road Scholar program for your members, 
please contact us directly at (877) 209-4634 or groups@roadscholar.org. 
 
Outreach 
With your winter and spring sessions now underway, all of us from the Road Scholar Institute 
Network would like to thank you for the work you do enriching the lives of adults in your 
community through your Lifelong Learning Institute. We hear from administrators and volunteers 
like you who tell us how challenging it can be to offer interesting and relevant classes and special 
events to your members. To that end, we’d like to remind you of the RSIN benefit of Road Scholar 
ambassador presentations for your upcoming Winter/Spring/Summer sessions or 
intersessions.  Our network of enthusiastic participants will volunteer their time to present about 
Road Scholar's enriching travel adventures and the value of lifelong learning in their local 
communities and beyond. Free to any LLI in the Road Scholar Network.  
 
If you’d like to schedule a presentation or discuss these opportunities further, please contact 
claire.mcgurn@roadscholar.org.  As a nonprofit organization dedicated to lifelong learning, we’re 
really excited about the opportunity of partnering with you to promote the benefits of learning in 
retirement.  

 
News from Around the Network 

 
Anniversaries: 

mailto:groups@roadscholar.org
mailto:claire.mcgurn@roadscholar.org


Congratulations to the following LLIs celebrating milestone anniversaries this year: 
 
10th Anniversary 
OLLI at San Diego State University 
OLLI at PITT  
 
20th Anniversary 
University of Dayton Osher Lifelong Learning Institute  
OLLI at UGA 
OLLI at WVU 

 
Distance learning 
Many thanks to Susan Forlenza, student at the Institute for Retired Professionals at the New School 
for Social Engagement, who submitted the following article to the Road Scholar Institute Network. 

 
DISTANCE LEARNING – A COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE INSTITUTE FOR RETIRED 

PROFESSIONALS AT THE NEW SCHOOL AND SELFHELP COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 

Background of the Institute for Retired Professionals at the New School for Public 
Engagement 
 
History of the IRP 
The Institute for Retired Professionals (IRP) at the New School for Public 
Engagement in New York City celebrated its 50 th anniversary in 2012, making it the 
oldest senior learning program in the country.  The program was begun by a group of 
retired teachers, who approached the New School — a progressive university in 
Manhattan and obtained support to begin a continuing education program at the 
university and the ability to design and run their own program.  This was particularly 
attractive for the New School, as it would not have to fund faculty and curricular 
activities. 
 
Philosophy 
The philosophy of the IRP is to provide intellectual stimulation for retired adults in a 
way that recognizes that adult learning is different from that provided to traditional 
university students.  The IRP members are both faculty and students who determine 
the curriculum as well. Participants submit proposals for a subject of study that is 
reviewed by the curriculum committee as to relevance and potential interest to the IRP 
community at large. 
 
Classes, defined as study groups, and teachers as coordinators, emphasize the 
continuity of teachers and students.  The study group coordinators are responsible for 
organizing the classroom experience for each session emphasizing an interactive 
experience between study group coordinators and class participants.   Each first-time 
coordinator receives formal training in running the study groups.  The training 
emphasizes limiting instruction of a particular subject to accommodate an 
approximately 15-minute attention span of senior learners, creating a safe environment 
for study group members to encourage all to participate, encouraging discussion and 
providing neutral responses that do not favor some discussants over others . 



 
Selfhelp Community Services  
Background 
Selfhelp Community Services is a non-profit agency providing services to over 20,000 
seniors living throughout New York City and Nassau County.  With governmental and 
private funding, they developed a program of interactive distance learning with 
facilitators. Most facilitators are from the Metropolitan New York City region but a 
few are out of state like Chicago, California, Michigan and one from Spain since all you 
need is a computer and Internet connection!. Selfhelp currently consists of about 180 
homebound seniors interested in participating in a long distance learning and 
socialization program from the initial pilot project of six in 2010. Selfhelp supplies 
each senior with an all-in-one touchscreen computer to allow for virtual learning 
classes.    During these classes, the participants are able to see, hear and speak to each 
other and the program facilitator via video-chat technology and hold virtual round-
table discussion of the topic under discussion. 
 
The participants simply turn on their computers to see the l ist of that day’s classes to 
access the learning program schedule.  Each participant can then decide which 
programs they want to log onto.  At the appointed time, they log onto the particular 
program with the click of a mouse or touch the “join” button.  Each program currently 
can accommodate up to 10 participants including the facilitator.  Selfhelp currently 
provides approximately 25 classes on a wide variety of topics each week for 
homebound senior participants.  
 
History of the Virtual learning program at the IRP 
In 2013, the IRP was approached by Selfhelp Community Services to collaborate in 
providing educational and recreational programs for homebound seniors living 
independently at home and interested in continued education despite limited mobility   
The IRP and Selfhelp thus began a collaboration to develop an interactive program of 
continued education for low income homebound seniors.. The IRP provides eight 
educational interactive sessions per semester lasting 45 minutes to one hour.  The 
topics under discussion are scheduled each semester by potential facilitators and 
administrators.  Classes are posted on the Virtual Senior Center calendar online, and 
those interested in a particular class can join a class shortly before the class begins.   
Each class stands alone and doesn’t require pre-registration to accommodate for 
people not feeling well or having other appointments. Presenters for each session 
volunteer from the IRP membership and have a particular interest or expertise in a 
given subject.  At each session, the homebound seniors and IRP presenter can see, hear 
and speak to each other and participate in an interactive discussion as would occur in a 
classroom setting. 
 
Examples of sessions during a typical semester include American folk art, the poetry of 
Robert Frost, great photographers, and immigration to name a few.  
 
Conclusions 
The collaboration of Selfhelp Community Services and the Institute for Retired 
Professionals has proven to be beneficial to participants from both institutions and has 
been well received.  This project demonstrates the feasibility of collaboration between 



facilities serving persons with limited mobility and life-long learners who are able to 
travel to an educational site.  Such programs can seek funding from both the public 
and private sector, which have shown interest in funding online educational programs.  
 
Susan Forlenza 
Student at the Institute for Retired Professionals 
New School for Social Engagement 
New York, NY 
 

NEW CURRICULUM IDEAS 
 

In addition to the “most popular” courses submitted directly from LLIs, we read through all of your 
newsletters, course catalogs and announcements to identify new and unique curriculum ideas. One 
of the benefits of belonging to RSIN is the list of ideas that we compile from LLIs across the 
country.  Click here 
 

http://pdf.roadscholar.org/institute-network/program_ideas.pdf

