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News from Road Scholar 

 
New Financial Assistance Information 
Helping people with limited financial resources attend our learning adventures has been a pillar of 
our mission since our infancy and enhances the learning environment for all participants. This year, 
we are thrilled to make the gifts of lifelong learning available to more people than ever with two 
enhancements to the Road Scholar Impact Grant program. 

• New in 2015: Caregiver Grants 
Road Scholar acknowledges the weighty responsibility carried by adults who serve as family 
caregivers for ill or disabled relatives. We believe the warm, welcoming and friendly nature 
of Road Scholar adventures can provide a much-needed respite from the emotional and 
physical demands inherent in caregiver service and are committed to helping caregivers 
offset the costs of arranging substitute care while they attend programs. Thanks to the 
generous support of our donors, we are able to award financial aid to qualified applicants 
through a limited number of Caregiver’s Grants. 

 
We accept applications for a Caregiver’s Grant from any lifelong learner who can 
demonstrate caregiver status for an ill or disabled family member and expenses as a result of 
providing this care.  
 
• Expanded Eligibility Guidelines for Enrichment Grants 
Under newly expanded eligibility guidelines, we now accept Enrichment Grant applications 
from any lifelong learner whose household income is less than 80 percent of the median 
household income for his/her state of residency.  
 
Road Scholar Enrichment Grants … 
… range from $200 to $900. 
… are valid for any program in the United States that does not cost more than $1,400. 
 
How to Apply for an Enrichment or Caregiver Grant 
To request an application for any of our Impact Grants, just call toll free at (877) 426-8056 
or visit www.roadscholar.org/grant. 

 
Contact Information Update 
As noted in the newsletter cover email, Road Scholar is updating contact information and newsletter 
preferences for all members. By updating your contact information, you will also ensure that visitors 
to the Road Scholar website (2 million in 2014!) will be able to locate your LLI in the “Find an LLI” 



searchable directory. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to promote your LLI — update your 
information here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RSINRenew 
 
Outreach 
Remember, the Road Scholar Ambassador program can help provide presentations for your 
upcoming Spring/Summer sessions or intersessions.  Our network of enthusiastic participants will 
volunteer their time to present about Road Scholar's enriching travel adventures and the value of 
lifelong learning in their local communities and beyond. More than 150 Road Scholar volunteer 
Ambassadors deliver hundreds of presentations across the country each year. If you are interested in 
having an Ambassador speak to your members, please complete our online form.  
 

News from around the Network 
 
Logo Contest at Lifetime Learning Institute of Northern Virginia 
With a goal of modernizing and redesigning the LLI logo in connection with creating an interactive, 
more modern website, the Board is inviting members to participate in an LLI logo contest. The 
winning design will be announced at a spring 2015 Forum and the prize is payment for one year of 
the winner’s LLI membership dues.  
 
From OLLI@FURMAN –  
Congratulations to three OLLI@Furman members who met in an OLLI class and are now finalists 
in the Road Scholar Friendship Story contest! 
 

Road tripping with OLLI’s “Dixie Chicks” 
By Erikah Haavie  
They’ve photographed the lush greenery and cascading waterfalls of Table Rock State Park 
and the mile-high peaks of Pisgah National Forest. They’ve explored beneath the soaring 
sandstone cliffs of Zion National Park and the hoodoos of Bryce Canyon National Park. 
For three members of Furman University’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI), trips 
through beautiful landscapes have been part of a beautiful friendship for Kathleen Allen, 
Barry Gilmer and Carol West. 
 
Their story of friendship has been selected from more than 100 entries to be part of a 
nationwide contest sponsored by Road Scholar as part of its 40th Anniversary celebration. 
 
Road Scholar, founded in 1975 by friends Marty Knowlton and David Bianco, is a not-for-
profit organization whose mission is to inspire adults to learn, discover and travel. It offers 
5,500 educational trips in all 50 states and in 150 countries around the world. 
 
Her Canon Rebel camera still fresh out of the box, Allen first met Gilmer and West about 
four years ago in OLLI’s nature and landscape photography class. As they trekked through 
upstate parks taking pictures on Thursdays, Gilmer shared her expertise with Allen and West 
and the trio continued to learn from each other. 
 
“They are so creative and gifted in photography,” said Allen. “I learn from them all the 
time.” 
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It didn’t take long before the trio began hitting the road regularly, driving to different 
locations with the photography club to take pictures and arranging trips with Road Scholar 
to photograph scenic locations across the country. 
 
“I think we did click right off the bat,” said Gilmer. “We love reading. We’re curious. We all 
have quirky senses of humor.” 
 
Despite their 20-year age difference and busy schedules, the trio, now known by the 
nickname “Dixie Chicks,” has continued to grow closer. 
 
Allen teaches part-time with the Education Department at Furman and stays busy with 
family and hobbies. Gilmer rides her bicycle, makes baskets and spends time with her 18 
grandchildren. 
 
“They’re so busy with their own lives, but they’re so supportive and giving with their time,” 
said West. “They always have time to be there for you. Their friendship is priceless.” 
 
The trio is tentatively planning a trip to Acadia National Park in Maine as part of a joint 
adventure through Furman OLLI and Road Scholar. 
 
Voting for the Friendship Contest is open through July 31. The grand prize winner will 
receive a $5,000 Road Scholar gift certificate. View Kathleen, Barry and Carol’s story at 
www.roadscholar.org/friendscontest 
 

From OLLI at Auburn: 25 years of Lifelong Learning at Auburn University 
 

When members of Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Auburn University (OLLI at 
Auburn) celebrate their 25th Anniversary at Auburn University Alumni Center, Tuesday, 
March 31, the history of the organization will be celebrated along with the founders and its 
present members. 
  
In the First Ten Years, 1990-2000, a book recalling the history of the Auburn University 
Academy for Lifelong Learners, it tells of the “three people most responsible for the birth of 
AUALL.”  Those three were “Mary Burkhart, who had the dream and saw the opportunity, 
Gene Bramlett, who made its fulfillment possible, and Cayce Scarborough, who brought it to 
fruition.”    

 
During her time as director of the Community Courses Program in the Auburn University 
Continuing Education Office, Mary attended a  National University Continuing Education 
Association conference in Washington, D.C., in June 1988 titled “New Programs for a New 
Population: A Seminar on College and University Programs for Adults of Retirement Age.”  
Having served as Alabama Elderhostel State Director since 1979 and having worked as an 
Elderhostel Campus coordinator, Mary “was aware that educational programming for older 
adults was an area growing in popularity.”  Earlier, in 1976, she helped the Extension Service 
with their program “College Days for Retirement People.”  
  
Eager to organize an institute for learning in retirement (ILR) in Auburn, organizations that 
are member-led and member-driven with a university connection, Mary tried over a year to 

http://www.roadscholar.org/friendscontest


start the program with AU Continuing Education and Extension administrators.  Mary had 
little luck until Dr. Gene Bramlett, Director of AU Center of Aging, realized the value of the 
program (he later became an active member), agreed to the funding and financial assistance 
of the new program, giving Mary $1000 to start things off.  He also obtained approval of the 
university administration for its initiation.  
  
Both Mary and Gene realized the need of community support and turned to Cayce and 
Margaret Scarborough, well-known Auburn residents.  Cayce wrote a weekly newspaper 
column “Older and Wiser,” and was informed about ILR because of his research on older 
adults. 
  
At their first meeting, Mary, Gene, Cayce and Margaret developed a brochure for the 
proposed Academy for Lifelong Learners and developed a mailing list for 500 people. After 
making plans to distribute information for radio, newspapers and television, they also rented 
a room at the Auburn Hotel and Conference Center for the first get-together — Oct. 27, 
1989. 
  
Over 30 people showed up for the meeting. Volunteers came forth to serve as an 
organizational group.  They met in the homes of the Scarboroughs and of Evelyn Cook and 
came up with ideas for classes, a draft for a constitution, bylaws, and a name — Auburn 
University Academy for Lifelong Learners.  Over 50 people attended a second member 
meeting Jan. 24, 1990. A  Steering Committee developed mainly from the organizational 
group, and people signed up for the study groups that began meeting in March 1990. 
  
At a meeting at the Conference Center, May 21, 1990, officers for AUALL were confirmed, 
and committee chairmen were appointed for the 1990-1991 term: Administration and 
Finance, Curriculum, Membership and Publicity, and Social.  During AUALL’s first year, the 
Office of Aging supported AUALL’s executive secretary and her assistant.  The university 
also offered office space and equipment, fund raising assistance, and at times helped with the 
rent.  AUALL kept growing and by 2007 had 241 members and 61 classes. 
  
The success then of establishing a viable source of learning in retirement causes Mary to say 
today, “Of all the things I have done in my almost 30-year career in higher education 
administration, AUALL is tops.”     
  
In 2007, the Bernard Osher Foundation, dedicated to improving the quality of life through 
support of art, higher education, and IRL programs, invited AUALL to apply for a grant.  
When AUALL was accepted, the Osher Foundation provided the first of three annual 
$10,000 gifts.  Because of this funding, the name AUALL was changed to OLLI, Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute.  By 2008-2009, membership grew to over 500 members.  
  
Meeting all the requirements, such as maintaining a membership of 500, in 2010 the Bernard 
Osher Foundation gave a $1 million endowment to benefit the OLLI at Auburn program. 
This was invested and a portion of the investment proceeds help pay for activities.  This 
funding plus members’ dues and donations as well as institutional support from Auburn 
University combine to cover expenses for program costs. 
   



Today 119 Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes at academic institutions exist from Maine to 
Hawaii and Alaska, including all 50 states.  OLLI at Auburn, offering 50 classes to 600 
members, is a program of the Office of the Vice President for University Outreach.  It meets 
the goals of the Osher Foundation with the mission of Outreach “engaging its expertise in 
the community to-improve the quality of life for citizens.”  

 
From OLLI at CSU Dominguez Hills: New OLLI Coordinator 
Meet Dr. Cal Caswell, Coordinator, CSU Dominguez Hills College of Extended and International 
Education (CEIE), Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. 
 
Call was born in Baltimore, Maryland, but moved with his family early in life and attended 
elementary schools and high school in Hawthorne and Inglewood. Known by his students as Dr. 
Cazz, he served six years in the United States Air Force and received his undergraduate Business 
Management Degree and Master’s in Business Administration from Loyola Marymount University, 
and attained an Education Doctorate in Higher Education/Workforce Development from Nova 
Southeastern University (Ft. Lauderdale, FL). His doctoral dissertation focused on the 
“Development of a Collaborative Pre-Release Program to Improve Employment Opportunities for 
United States Bureau of Prisons Long-Term Ex-Offenders.” 
 
Cal’s early professional career spanned over 20 years in the aerospace industry. He participated in 
many new business-acquisition proposal activities, including aircraft, maritime vessel applications, 
and satellite contract negotiations for military and commercial production contracts. He also enjoyed 
managing cost and schedule control contracts, including compliance audits and production control 
on critical government defense contracts.  
 
His career includes 15 years as a director of customized training contracts (local industries, U.S. 
Coast Guard Certified Training Programs, Aerospace process improvement training, Los Angeles 
County Hospitals) at a local community college, and as director of a University U.S. SBA-sponsored 
Small Business Development Center and Executive Education Program. Cal remains a nighttime 
community college and university instructor and has taught every semester since 1977. He has had 
the opportunity to teach thousands of students at community college and university levels as well as 
trained and educated a significant number of soon-to-be released U.S. Bureau of Prisons inmates. 
Cal has been a part-time faculty member of the CSU Dominguez Hills College f Business 
Administration & Public Policy since 2012, teaching management, small business management, 
entrepreneurship, and human resource management, compensation, benefits, labor and industrial 
relations courses.  
 
Cal lives with his wife, Pat, and their trusty canine, Eddie the Wonder Dog. Cal and Pat have two 
sons; the older is a retired Los Angeles County Lifeguard Captain and currently a forensic 
investigator, and his younger son, a CSUDH Graduate (undergraduate and graduate) manages a local 
surf shop and is also the South Bay’s “Number One Sports Fan.” 
 
Anniversaries: 
Congratulations to Osher Lifelong Learning Institute Omnilore on celebrating their 25th 
Anniversary as a unique institution for learning.  
 

NEW CURRICULUM IDEAS 
 



In addition to the “most popular” courses submitted directly from LLIs, we read through all of your 
newsletters, course catalogs and announcements to identify new and unique curriculum ideas. One 
of the benefits of belonging to RSIN is the list of ideas that we compile from LLIs across the 
country.  Click here 
 

http://pdf.roadscholar.org/institute-network/program_ideas.pdf

	Road Scholar Institute Network
	MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
	March 2015
	Road tripping with OLLI’s “Dixie Chicks”


