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LLI CURRICULUM IDEAS 
February, 2014 

 
This winter, members of the Adult Learning Program at the University of Connecticut, 
Hartford are studying Voice in Creative Writing.  They will focus on voice in creative literature.  
They will use Now Write? Nonfiction, by Sherry Ellis; a compilation of exercises, as well as 
models from other sources to help them write nonfiction, fiction, poetry, or memoir.  
Topics for the sic classes are: Listening: Voices, Memories, Delivery – Listening: The Artful 
“I” – Listening: The Interview – Listening: Eavesdropping – Listening: Whose Voice – 
Revision. 
 
Thinking, Fast And Slow, being given by the ENCORE LLI at North Carolina State 
University, is based on the best-selling book of the same name, by the Nobel Prize winner, 
Daniel Kahneman.  Participants will learn his ideas about how we think and choose, why we 
make so many thinking errors and snap judgments, our cognitive biases and inability to 
evaluate evidence, the experiencing and remembering selves, and narrative fallacies.  Class 
exercises will test thinking skills. 
 
This winter, members of the Institute for Continuing Learning at Young Harris College 
in Georgia will be studying the Internet for Other Uses.  This course will cover utilizing the 
Internet for non-computer services. It will discuss the requirements that these services need 
and the things you need to be aware of to have the proper expectations. They will be 
discussing TV streaming using a Roku, play-on as a content provider, telephone over 
internet, and faxing as a service with email.  
 
The Winter 2014 Intersession at the Learning in Retirement Association (LIRA) at the 
University of Massachusetts, Lowell includes Color Revolution: Style Meets Science in the 1960s.  
Chemists and manufacturers were experimenting with new fibers and dyes after World War 
II and these experiments in technology, combined with a cultural reaction against the 
perceived dreariness of the wartime legacy, resulted in an artistic explosion of color and 
patterning in the 1960s.  Participants will listen to and participate in a talk on the Color 
Revolution by staff and the Director of Interpretation at the American Textile History 
Museum. 
 
This winter, members of the Learning in Retirement program at Waukesha County 
Technical College in Wisconsin are studying the World’s Greatest Structures: Science and 
Innovation from Antiquity to Modernity.  Participants will delve into the science of structure and 
then go on a whirlwind tour of more than 150 great structures.  They will come to 
understand the structures they’ve seen and anticipate the ones they will see in the future 
 
This spring, members of the Lifelong Learning at Regis College (LLARC) program, at 
Regis College in Massachusetts will study Modern Middle East History Through Stamp Collecting.  
The course will illustrate the history of the Middle East since 1900 with stamps issued by the 
governing powers, including pre-World War I Ottomans, British and French colonial rulers, 
independent states, and local stamp issuing authorities.  The stamps will detail the 
geographies, histories, cultures, currencies, important sites, clash of governing authorities 
and local independence movement.   
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The goal will be an understanding of how the Middle East has evolved through the year 
2000, during wars and peace, from the Ottoman era to colonial eras, during revolutions, 
dictatorships, and elections.   
 
This spring, members of the James Madison Lifelong Learning Institute in Virginia will 
be studying Environmental Chemistry.  This class will introduce students to the concepts of the 
earth’s evolution, biogeochemical cycles, and the development of the earth's atmosphere. 
The sulfur cycle will serve as an example to demonstrate how overloading a natural system in 
equilibrium (the pre-industrial sulfur cycle) can result in unanticipated changes (acid rain), 
and create problems that require solution to maintain the quality of life we currently enjoy.  
The Montreal Protocol will illustrate how public policy can prevent a potential 
environmental disaster. The overall goal is for students to gain a better appreciation for the 
practice of science by understanding how the earth became what it is today and how fragile 
that balance is. 
 
Over the winter, members of the Lifelong Learning program at Baylor University in Texas 
will be studying Sons of Abraham: The Historical, Political, and Religious Background.  According to 
Jewish and Muslim tradition, Abraham sired two sons. Isaac the son of the aged wife Sarah, 
became the ancestor of the Jews. Ishmael, the older brother borne by the Egyptian 
concubine Hagar, became the founding father of the Arabs.  The offspring of these two 
“blood brothers” are now locked in an intractable conflict.  Participants will trace the 
religious, historical, political, cultural and social factors and how they shaped this situation, 
beginning 4000 years ago until today’s ongoing “secret” negotiations between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 
 
Over the winter, members of the Lifelong Learning Lyceum in conjunction with 
Newburyport Adult & Community Education in Massachusetts will be getting together for 
three classes to read and discuss some of their Favorite Poems and Poets.   
 
This winter, members of the Lifetime Learning Institute at NOVA in Annandale, Virginia 
will learn About the Organization and How it is Run.  Participants will discuss how LLI is 
structured, the role of the Board of Directors, the responsibilities of various committees, and 
the functions and importance of their volunteers.  There will be time for Q&A. 
 
This winter, members of the Lyceum at Binghamton University in New York are studying 
Eleanor of Aquitaine: The English Lioness.  From medieval times until today, historians and 
writers of fiction have refashioned Eleanor of Aquitaine into an Everywoman – and for 
good reason.  The lack of detailed records of her life has enabled writers of annals, 
chronicles, histories, poems and novels to create varied and fantastic tales about the woman 
who was both Queen of France and of England. 
 
A Modern Islamic Success Story is the title of a course being given this spring at the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute at Coastal Carolina University in South Carolina.  After the 
defeat of the Ottoman Empire in World War I, Ataturk changed the Turkish Constitution 
and attempted to turn Turkey into a secular state.  
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The Constitution “delegated” to the Military the authority to guarantee that Turkey remains 
secular (at the cost of several military coups) only to see, in 2002, a landslide victory of the 
“Islamists” who have since won (democratically) every election, almost in a landslide. Is 
Turkey a good example of how successfully the Islamists can rule a country in the Middle 
East?  
 
This winter, members of the ROSE Institute for Life Long Learning in Beachwood, 
Ohio will be learning about Great Thinkers and Inventors. What can we learn from Franklin, 
Gandhi, Curie and others who asked “what if” and changed the world?  This course expands 
on information found in the best seller, How To Think Like Leonardo da Vinci, featuring the 
genius of Leonardo da Vinci.  Through profiles, concepts, discussions and learning exercises, 
we have the opportunity to increase our learning and expand our brainpower. 
 
This spring, members of the Worcester Institute for Senior Education in Massachusetts 
will study The Why, Where and When of Art.  The aim of this course is to determine the cultural 
need for various objects of art and to visualize these objects as they were intended to be 
seen: in/on their original site. 
 


