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LLI CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT 
February, 2014 

 
DVD LIBRARY 

Learning in Retirement, Waukesha County Technical College, Wisconsin 
 

Their library of DVD’s include the following.  Contact LIR (lir@wctc.edu) if you want to 
know where they purchased these DVDs, which form the basis of great discussion groups, 
moderated by a facilitator. 
 

The Roots of Human Behavior 
The Old Testament 

History of Hitler’s Empire, 2nd Edition 
Earth’s Changing Climate 

How Music and Mathematics Relate 
What are the Chances? Probability Made Clear 

Understanding Genetics, DNA, Genes, and Real Life Applications 
Understanding the Human Factor: Life and its Impact 

The Human Body: How We Fail, How We Heal 
Psychology of Human Behavior 

Understanding the Mysteries of Human Behavior 
Optimizing Brain Fitness 

Oceanography: Exploring Earth’s Final Wilderness 
Medical Myths: Half Truths and Lies 

Masterpieces of Short Fiction 
Lost Worlds of South America 

Great Tours: Greece and Turkey 
Great Pharaohs of Ancient Egypt 
Exploring the Roots of Religion 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
THURSDAY MORNING LECTURE SERIES 

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
 

A Future for Michigan: Facing the Challenges, Embracing the Solutions is the title of the winter 
Thursday Morning Lecture Series.  The 21st century has been difficult for the state of 
Michigan.  This series outlines Michigan’s challenges in its transition from a manufacturing 
past to a knowledge-based future.  Topics for this six-week series include: 
 
A Vision for Michigan’s Third Century – In 2017-2018, the University of Michigan will 
celebrate its Bicentennial Year.  By that time, James and Anne Duderstadt will have 
completed 50 years of participation in the University community and the state.  With both 
anniversaries in mind, Professor Duderstadt will offer a possible vision for the Third 
Century of the University and the State. 
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The Center for Michigan: Provoking the Public’s Agenda to Make Michigan a Better 
Place – The Center for Michigan works to make Michigan a better place by 1) calling for the 
public views through community conversations, 2) nourishing and amplifying those views 
through journalism and 3) taking those views into the halls of power.  For example, over the 
past year the Center for Michigan successfully worked to increase state support for the Great 
Start Readiness Program, the state’s pre-K programs aimed at low-income four-year-olds. 
 
Successful Schools=Successful Citizens: Lessons from Hamtramck High School (A 
Panel Discussion) – The presenters will outline a vision of what a truly successful school 
looks like. 
 
Reimagining Detroit – In his books John Gallagher explores the many ways that legacy 
cities around the world are trying to reinvent themselves, including innovative solutions to 
the problems of government dysfunction, vacant and abandoned land, and economic 
distress stemming from the loss of a traditional manufacturing economy.  Drawing from 
examples in many cities, the presenter shows that urban distress is not irreversible but that 
cities everywhere are working at urban revolution in new and creative ways. 
 
Michigan’s Economy: Past, Present and Future – Michigan’s manufacturing-based 
economy in the mid-20th century was the envy of the world.  However, currently Michigan’s 
citizen skill level lags behind that which is needed for manufacturing excellence.  The 
presenter will discuss strategies for improving the economy by improving the skills of the 
citizens. 
 
The Fun and Fear of Encore Careers: How Older Adults Can Help Themselves and 
the Michigan Economy – The presenter will describe his own experience as a serial 
entrepreneur in which he enjoyed some success, followed by a period of financial and 
personal failure.  He arrived that the age of sixty with few resources or confidence, but 
rebuilt his career and his life.  He will discuss how his personal experience has informed his 
belief that with the right support older adults can be an important part of Michigan’s 
economic future. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

2014 WINTER INTERSESSION 
Explorers Lifelong Learning Institute, Salem State University, Massachusetts 

 
The following topics will be explored over the winter intersession, which runs during 
January and February. 
 
Forced Confrontation: Nazi Death Marches, U.S. Liberation and German Witnessing 
of the Holocaust – A discussion of the American discovery of mass atrocity sites along the 
routes of death marches in Germany and the practice and meanings of the U.S. military 
directive compelling German civilians to witness, disinter and rebury the victims of these 
marches.  
 
No, We Can’t Just Get Along – An explanation of why we cannot just get along with those 
who are trying to remake the government and society in today’s United States. 
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Sea Level Rise: The Plum Island Story – A review of the hottest year on record that led 
up to Hurricane Sandy and the damage on Plum Island.  The presenter also chronicles the 
storms of this past winter and why they were so destructive to Plum Island. 
 
Obtain the Legal Services You Need in the Modern World – A local law firm tells the 
members how modern law firms provide competent legal representation. 
 
Salem’s Next Four Years – The Mayor of Salem discusses her vision for the City of Salem 
for her third four-year term.  She will also review Salem’s many recent accomplishments and 
successes and mentions some of the challenges that Salem and many other communities are 
facing. 
 
Semester at Sea – The presenter describes the 2 ½ month cruise he took to 21 countries on 
the MV Explorer after he celebrated his 80th birthday.  In addition to the amenities of a 
standard cruise ship, the MV Explorer functions as a 700-student floating university that 
features classrooms, a 9,000 volume library, a computer lab, art classes, writing classes and 
numerous lectures by experts in their field each day. 
 
Controversial Topic – A surprise topic, led by a popular LLI facilitator.  Participants 
should be willing to share their thoughts and ideas and be interested in learning.  They 
should be open-minded and accepting of others in the discussion where opinions are 
different from each other. 
 
Ataturk – Mustafa Kemal Ataturk was a Turkish army officer in the Ottoman military, 
revolutionary statesman, and the first President of Turkey.  Ataturk sought to transform the 
former Ottoman Empire into a modern, secular and democratic nation-state. 
 
Explorers Morning at Hollywood Hits – Meeting at a nearby movie theatre, members will 
view a movie and discuss the theatre with the manager. 
 
Ought Women to Learn the Alphabet? The History of Women’s Education in the 
United States – The presenter highlights women who resisted the prevailing expectations to 
break down educational barriers as teachers and students. 
 
Susan B. Anthony Drama and Discussion – History Tellers of the Northshore present 
“The Trials of Susan B. Anthony,” a two-person dramatization of the life of Susan B. 
Anthony as she crusades for women’s suffrage.  After the play, the two actors take questions 
and lead a discussion. 
 
Learn about Reiki, Witchcraft, and Psychic-Mediumship - A local practitioner explains 
her activities to the attendees as she has to others on BBC Radio, The Travel Channel, Fox 
News, The North Shore Sunday and local newspapers. 
 
LBJ – Lyndon Baines Johnson was renowned for his political power and weird persona.  He 
exercised great power in the US Senate, served as Vice President and pushed the federal 
government into the new areas of the Great Society as President.  The presenter, a student 
of history, tells the attendees the hard to believe story of LBJ. 
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THE EVERGREEN FORUM 

Princeton Senior Resource Center, New Jersey 
 

Intellectually engaging daytime courses for adults, these meet for two hours, once a week.  
Topics for spring, 2014 include: 
 

• What’s So Great About Art? 
• Recognizing Randomness 
• Great Decisions 2014 

• The Novels of Edith Wharton 
• Reading and Writing Poetry 

• The Dark Side of the Enlightenment 
• America in the 1960s 

• Biblical Women in Cultural Perspective 
• Russian History Through the Eyes of the Artist 

• The Films of the Angry Young Men 
• Martyrs for Religion: Conspicuous Proponents 

• Chinese Civilization 
• Ishiguru and Murakami: Two Postwar Japanese Novelists 

• Scientists Against Time: The Role of Allied Scientists in WWII 
• Masterworks of Handel and Bach 

• Much More Shakespeare Off the Page 
• Challenges of the Future 
• Science in the News 

• Three Ancient Cultures: Greco/Roman, Chinese, Ancient American 
• Little Engines, Purple Crayons, and Big, Bad Wolves: Why Children’s Books Endure 

• Topics in Cosmology: The Dark Universe 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


