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January, 2014 

 
This winter members of the Academy for Lifelong Learning at Empire State College in 
Saratoga Springs, New York will be conducting A Brief Survey Of Elements In Indian, Chinese 
And Japanese Studies. The leader has taught Asian Studies for approximately forty years on 
high school, undergraduate and graduate levels as well as in adult education. He has resided, 
been educated and traveled extensively within each of the cultural regions to be covered in 
this study group. The goal of this study group is to acquaint the participant with a working 
knowledge of three great civilizations whose ten thousand years of collective existence can 
present a challenge to any scholar. A comprehension of the underlying subtleties and 
progression of each respective culture will be a primary objective. The end result should be 
an enlightening exposure to the effect that these great cultures have had upon world history.  
 
Members of the Adult Learning Institute at Columbia-Greene Community College in 
Hudson, New York recently learned about Demography is Destiny: Good Science or Reading Tea 
Leaves?  Population growth is a fundamental force with implications for every aspect of 
society.  Since prehistoric times, it has driven migration patters; lead to the development of 
agriculture; and produced armed conflict in the pursuit of scarce resources.  Longer life 
expectancy and generational differences raise significant public policy questions.  This 
discussion explored major demographic trends and what they may mean for us now and in 
the future. 
 
This winter, members of the Adventures in Learning LLI at Colby-Sawyer College in New 
Hampshire will be studying China’s Relentless Journey to Global Dominance.  This course will 
review the huge transformation China is experiencing economically, politically and culturally.  
It introduces the new leadership team that has just taken office for the next ten years, 
revealing their domestic and foreign policy priorities and also the major challenges they face 
– human rights, pollution, censorship, corruption and intellectual property rights. 
 
Who Was the Apostle Paul? Is the title of a course being given during the spring semester at the 
ENCORE program at North Carolina State University.  This course will examine what 
we now of the man, his contribution to the spread of Christianity, and his continuing legacy. 
 
This winter, members of the Institute for Continuing Learning at Young Harris College 
in Georgia will be studying Active Cults Today. This course on Active Cults Today will seek to 
examine the historic documents of various cults and compare them with Biblical faith and 
authority. We will do so with respect to those who are sincere in their beliefs and live basic 
moral lives.  Tolerance seeks to avoid placing value judgments on anyone or any group that 
is sincere in belief and behavior. In November of 1978, many people renounced this 
definition of tolerance after Jim Jones led about 950 members of his cult, "The People's 
Temple," into suicide. They were sincere, but sincerely wrong.  Webster's Ninth Collegiate 
Dictionary describes a cult as a religious group or movement that is unorthodox or spurious.  
There continues to be many active cults and alternative belief systems in America and 
throughout the world. Some of these are Gautama, Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, Muhammad, 
Joseph Smith, Mary Baker Eddy, Charles Taze Russell, Charles and Myrtle Fillmore, L. Ron 
Hubbard, and Sun Myung Moon. 
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The Winter 2014 Intersession at the Learning in Retirement Association (LIRA) at the 
University of Massachusetts, Lowell includes a session on The Many Lives of Sherlock Holmes.  
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle immortalized Holmes in both novels and short stories.  But when 
he tried to end Holmes career and life at Reichenbach Falls, the reader demand was so great 
it brought about his return.  In this talk and discussion participants will look at the original 
Holmes and at clips of some of the movie and television adaptations.  They will then 
consider the many authors as well as film and television productions, that continue to invest 
new versions of Holmes and his detective career. 
   
During the spring, participants of the Lifelong Learning Lyceum at Newburyport Adult & 
Community Education in Massachusetts will be studying Appreciation of 20th Century Sculpture.  
From the Renaissance to the end of the 19th century, a steady, albeit somewhat predictable 
evolution of sculpture took place.  However, at the dawn of the 20th century, sculptors 
turned rather abruptly to a totally new approach to creating art.  This change contributed to 
a collection of “isms,” true, but it also led the way to work that was at once provocative, 
imaginative and compelling.  Participants will look at slides, discuss what they are seeing and 
put the art into context with other events of the 20th century 
 
This fall, the Mankato Area Lifelong Learners at Minnesota State University are studying 
Why Fantasy Literature Matters.  J.W.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis, as well as other more modern 
Christian fantasy writers, address our deepest needs and desires.  The class will explore how 
fantasy literature taps into our psyches. 
 
This winter, members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Berkshire 
Community College in Massachusetts will be Reading Short Stories Out Loud.  Over six weeks 
they will read and discuss American short stories about family and community from the 
1920s to the 1950s.  The format will include brief lectures, an opportunity for participants to 
read the assigned stories aloud in class, and discussions of the literary and cultural 
significance of the literature. 
 
Whole Brain Drawing is the title of a course being given this spring at the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute at Coastal Carolina University in South Carolina.  We can only draw 
as well as we can “see,” and by coaxing the brain to use both the right and left hemispheres, 
our capacity to “see” deepens. Then we only need to train the hand, and our drawing 
naturally improves. This takes unlearning old habits and drawing by rote. Turning a familiar 
object upside down, exposing the eye just to the linear form and drawing from the 
unfamiliar automatically improves our drawing as we bypass the left brain. Each exercise in 
this course is designed to be completed by the end of the session. Participants will learn 
many ways of creating beautiful, balanced compositions and atmospheric drawings, whether 
they have been drawing for years or are new to the skill.  
 
This spring, members of the Worcester Institute for Senior Education in Massachusetts 
will be exploring Topics in Art History: Love, Death, Sex, War and Money.  Ah the inevitable!  In 
this course they will examine these topics as depicted in art through the ages.  They will seek 
to develop skills in perception, comprehension and appreciation when looking at art.  
Encouraged with the accompaniment of musical selections, they will perform a close analysis 
of visual materials and examine some of the fundamental topics in art and life. 


