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LLI CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT 
January, 2014 

 
AUTUMN MELANGE 

Learning in Retirement at Iona College, New York 
 

A series of seven lectures – something for everyone!  Topics included: 
 

• How to Deal with the Local EMS 
 

• Hyperbaric Medicine 
 

• Sharp Again Naturally: Preventing and Reversing Dementia & Alzheimer’s 
 

• Immigration in the Hudson Valley 
 

• The Financial Meltdown of 2008 
 

• Undoing Racism in our Lifetime 
 

• The Asian Economic Revolution 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
GREAT DECISIONS 

Mankato Area Lifelong Learners, Minnesota State University 
 

2014 Great Decision topics include the following: 
 
Defense Technology -  From robotic planes to cyber weapons to 3D printing and human 
enhancement, new “game-changing” technologies are moving from science fiction to 
battlefield reality – all during an age of fiscal austerity.  But in wrestling with the new, we can 
actually learn a great deal from the past.  What are the “killer applications” of the 21st century 
battlefield, and in turn, what are the issues that the U.S. must navigate in adapting to them? 
 
Israel and the U.S. - Modern Israel’s struggles with the Palestinians have turned what was 
meant as a safe haven for Jews into the center of a decades-long conflict.  The U.S. has 
stepped in as Israel’s ally due to the two countries shared values, providing years of 
unparalleled military and diplomatic support. But now those ties are being tested. 
 
Turkey’s Challenges – Turkey, a nation at a crossroads, a bridge over an ever-growing 
chasm between the East and West.  But as the clashes between secular and religious groups 
and the recent protests in Taksim Square show, the soul of Turkey is still very much up for 
grabs. 
 
 
 



 2 

Islamic Awakening – The aftermath of the Arab Spring has resulted in unforeseen changes 
in the political landscape in many countries, especially regarding the role of Islam and 
democracy.  How have the countries reacted, including Tunisia, where the Arab Spring 
began?  Is U.S. Foreign policy adapting successfully to all of the changes in the region? 
 
Energy Independence – Energy independence, by taking the bargaining chip of oil 
dependence off the table, would be good for American foreign policy.  But the very 
technological advances that make independence possible have created a dilemma for 
lawmakers. 
 
Food and Climate – Even as a sixth of the world’s population suffers from chronic hunger, 
a changing climate threatens to wreak havoc on already insecure and vulnerable populations. 
As food and water become scarce and once fertile land becomes barren, the U.S. finds itself 
faced with new challenges in securing the globe.  The U.S. is getting ready but can it lead the 
way to climate reform? 
 
China’s Foreign Policy – China has gone to great lengths to emphasize the “peaceful” 
nature of its meteoric rise.  Yet few dispute that China is the dominant regional power in 
Asia – and in recent years Beijing began to flex its muscles regionally in order to advance its 
strategic interests.  What does the rapid rise of this new superpower mean for other 
countries in the region, and are there potential points of conflict with the U.S. as it “pivots” 
to Asia? 
 
U.S. Trade Policy - America’s foreign policy tools are not limited to sanctions, treaties or 
military campaigns – they also include the sales pitch.  The logic behind this pitch, or 
“economic statecraft” is simple: promote the benefits of democracy and the free market.  
Now, as China and other emerging nations battle the U.S for global influence, Secretary 
Kerry has taken the reigns as a free market matchmaker. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

SATURDAY WINTER LECTURE SERIES: 
Soundings: Conversations with NC Authors 
ENCORE, North Carolina State University 

 
North Carolina is a rich, diverse home for creative, contemporary writers. This series 
thoughtfully pairs ten of these authors, not only for their accomplishments, but because of 
their unique friendships, some going back to youth.  Join moderator-led conversations with 
five pairings of award-winning North Carolina authors as they speak to their sources of 
inspiration and support.  Rooted in North Carolina, these authors represent superbly, in 
poetry and prose, fiction and non-fiction, our state’s claim to its literary heritage.  Since 
several of these authors also teach at North Carolina universities, the continuance of this 
literary tradition holds promise for the future.   
 
The Saturday Lecture Series beings each Saturday with coffee at 9:30 a.m., followed by the 
lecture and discussion from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Cost is $15 for each lecture or all five 
for $70.  The Saturday Winter Lecture Series is open to both members and non-members, a 
great way to introduce the general public to the LLI. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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WINTER SEMINAR GROUPS 

College of Older Learners (CoOL), Northern Essex Community College, MA 
 

All seminars run for six weeks and are $30 each.  Among the many topics for the 
winter/spring semester are the following four: 
 
Middlemarch: A Glimpse of Glory – They will read George Eliot’s fabulous novel and, for 
a few weeks, inhabit the Victorian world she creates.  Together participants will discuss the 
characters, themes, and plot, AND what they can show us about the way we live now. 
 
Science of the Times – Every day brings headlines of new discoveries from the various 
sciences.  In this seminar participants will study in some depth what goes on behind those 
headlines.  Class members will choose topics that appeal to them, do research on the 
Internet, and present their findings to the class. 
 
In Search of Common Ground (Comparative Religion) – Participants will meet as 
laymen and women with no presumed background to explore the three great monotheistic 
Abrahamic religions – Christianity, Islam, and Judaism in search of common ground without 
being judgmental.  Students will research topics chosen by the class as time allows. 
 
The Hispanic Caribbean: Between Culture, Dictators, Colonies and Revolutions – 
What is the Hispanic Caribbean? Themes will include identity of the islands, Afro-Caribbean 
religions, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Colonies, Dictators, and others. Participants will read 
materials provided to them and discuss the themes in class.  Visual materials and movies will 
help to explain the most important ideas. 

~ ~  ~ ~ ~ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


