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From Inst i tute for Continuing Learning at Young Harr is Col lege 
The Constitutional Office of Sheriff in Georgia and Basic Personal Safety 
The first class will look at the history of the oldest elected office in the world and learn more 
about the role the sheriff has played in the development of our system of government and 
laws, as well as what it means to us today. Thomas Jefferson, in The Values of Constitutions, 
called the office of sheriff the most important of the county offices. This class will give 
participants a better understanding of what the office of sheriff is really all about. The second 
class will discuss basic personal safety. This class is for anyone who would like to learn the 
basic awareness 
necessary to help prevent becoming the victim of a violent crime. Students will learn simple, 
yet effective ways to protect themselves. This class is appropriate for any age adult at any 
level of fitness. This class will be a very honest look at the mindset of criminals and the 
mindset needed to avoid or overcome an encounter with a violent criminal. 
 
From OLLI at University of Connecticut 
The Fascinating and Twisted Story of Modern Iraq 
Do you find yourself wondering why the troubles in Iraq never end? Compared with today, 
was Iraq a greater or lesser threat while Saddam was in charge? Do you read today's news 
and get lost in the confusion of names, groups, acronyms, who is friend and who is foe? In 
four sessions, we will open up the background of Iraq and shed light on the events in today's 
Iraq. When we finish, you will have a clear sense of what is happening in Iraq today and why. 
Also, you will have an informed opinion toward US foreign policy in the region. 
 
Stanley Kubrick: The Later Years 
This course is an analytical review of the later works of master director Stanley Kubrick, from 
Dr. Stangelove through Eyes Wide Shut. Also included will be Rodney Ascher’s documentary 
on The Shining. 
 
From Osher Li felong Learning Inst i tute, Saginaw Val ley State Universi ty 
Our Marvelous Earth: Geological Wonders 
Whether you are an armchair traveler drawn to exotic places via TV or books, or the 
adventuresome sort who has been around the world, you will find this class informative and a 
motivator to continue your quest for new horizons. We will consider some of the world’s most 
spectacular geologic wonders with explanations of the forces that have formed them and the 
telling of stories of human concert that add meaning to specific places. Drawing upon material 
from The World’s Greatest Geological Wonders: 36 Spectacular Sites ( one of the Great 
Course offerings), Bob Enszer, OLLI member and retired science teacher, will be our guide. 
We will consider the following topics: the impact of volcanic eruptions, mid-ocean ridges, 
rocks and fossils, tropical forests, worlds underground, ice, deserts, and geological mini-



wonders. By including scientific background and geo-history to our focus, this class will add 
further dimension to your appreciation of spectacular geologic formations. 
 
Swans of the Saginaw Bay  
The Saginaw Bay is unique in uncountable ways, but its role as a primary destination for 
thousands of Tundra Swans is an annual highlight of spring for area birdwatchers. In this 
three-session class, naturalist Janea Little, of Little’s Touch of Nature, will introduce you to the 
natural history and identification of Tundra Swans, as well as that of other birds of the Bay. 
The first session will be in the classroom, with a presentation on swans and the logistics of 
birding the Bay during this brisk season. The other two sessions will be field trips, with 
participants choosing to either meet the group at the destination sites, or caravanning from 
SVSU. Destinations will include Fish Point Recreation and other public access sites on the 
east side of the Bay, and Nyanquing Point, Pinconning Park, and Bay City Recreation Area on 
the west side. Some stops may require a day or annual pass for each vehicle and this is not 
included in the class fee. Lunch will be on your own. Up to one-half mile of walking may be 
required for best views. 
 
Madonna 
This course will examine the life and career of one of the most successful and controversial 
women in the history of popular music. During the past 32 years, Madonna has achieved 
international success as a singer, songwriter, actress and businesswoman. Often called the 
“Queen of Pop,” she is the best-selling female artist in history with over 300 million records 
sold worldwide. Born Madonna Louise Ciccone in Bay City, Mich., in 1958, her grandparents 
were lifelong residents, and her mother, Madonna Louise Fortin was born and married there. 
Despite her Bay City roots, Madonna’s relationship with her hometown has been rocky at 
best. The course will include many classic music videos, scenes from her films, and several 
hundred photos, including some rare family photographs. It will also examine her family’s 
history in the area and also discuss why Bay City has failed to capitalize on its most famous 
native. 
 
From Lifet ime Learning Inst i tute at Northern Virginia Community Col lege at 
Annandale campus 
The Myths and Realities of Pirating 
“Yo Ho Ho and a bottle of rum.” Is this the sum of your knowledge of pirates? They have 
captured our imaginations for centuries. Attend this class and you will learn the real story 
about these “plunderers of the seas.” 
 
The Art of the 1930s from the Smithsonian American Art Museum 
When we think about the 1930s, we think about the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl, the 
New Deal, and how artists reflected their times and impacted our culture. In this presentation, 
we will examine works by many artists including Thomas Hart Benton, William H. Johnson, 
William Gropper, Paul Cadmus, and Alexandre Hogue to see how each depicted this period 
in our history.  
 



Lincoln’s Last 100 Days 
April 15, 2015 marks the 150th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s death after he was shot at 
Ford’s Theater. During his last 100 days as President, Lincoln delivered his eloquent Second 
Inaugural Address, won Congressional approval of the 13th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution abolishing slavery, held key meetings with enemy negotiators and Union generals 
Grant and Sherman, visited the fallen capital of Richmond, and prepared the country for 
reunification and for protecting the freed slaves. The discussion will cover what happened as 
well as clues to what might have happened had he lived. There will be time for questions and 
answers. 
 
From OLLI at Berkeley 
Case Studies in Cross-Cultural Miscommunications 
Explore how cross-cultural differences in values and prisms often contribute to 
misperceptions of meaning and intent. We’ll examine some tools to help us untangle 
miscommunications across cultures, then analyze case studies in the worlds of diplomacy, 
business, education, child rearing, health, and religion. Discover how Americans are 
perceived from beyond these shores. The course is designed to heighten students’ 
awareness of their own values while expanding their understanding of other cultural realities. 
 
From The Evergreen Forum at Pr inceton Senior Resource Center 
Downtown Abbey and Beyond: British Fiction and Memoirs From the 1920s and ’30s 
Memoir and fantasy ... fiction and detective fiction ... This course will use four different literary 
genres to help portray British literary and social trends in the unsettled years that we see in the 
post-war Downton Abbey segments. Readings will include: Vera Brittain's powerful memoir, A 
Testament of Youth, for the transition between the Victorian era and the war years; E. M. 
Forster's A Passage to India for the waning days of the British Empire; Virginia Woolf's fantasy 
novel Orlando for the theme of England itself; and Dorothy Sayer's Gaudy Night for an 
entertaining excursion into the newly popular world of the detective story. Film excerpts will 
accompany each of the classes. 
 
From Osher Li felong Learning Inst i tute at Humboldt State University 
Restoration & Renewal at Redwood National & Stats Parks 
Using watershed, forest, and fish passage restoration techniques, the Lower Prairie Creek 
Restoration Project, being considered by Redwood National and State Parks, would tie the 
two largest stands of old-growth redwood forest back together. Join us for a discussion of 
restoration practices and an all-day fieldtrip in the parks.  
 
Science News: Who Gives a Quark When Scientists & Journalist Collaborate or Collide? 
What goes on behind the headlines as funding, agendas, sociopolitical crusades, research 
communities, and unforeseeable circumstances shape news stories about science? At their 
best, journalists and science both seek generally, however, they come from different cultures 
to do so and use vastly different approaches. We will scrutinize how science news develops, 
places to find it, and how to understand it — or even cover it — better.  
 



From Bucknel l  Inst i tute for Li felong Learning Bucknel l  University  
Treasures of Arts, Great and Small 
For thousands of years mankind has created works of art, certain of which are of sufficient 
importance historically or of such artistic excellence that they may be considered treasures.  
Some are as familiar as a Michelangelo pieta, while others are as relatively obscure as a 
painting by Michelino Besozzo.  Yet, each has proved worthy, having on its own merit 
survived the inexorable judgment of time. From the late Stone Age we will move selectively 
through the great stages of development from primitive to mature, from the painted cave of 
Lascaux to the Greek funerary stele of Hegeso, the Romanesque church at Vezelay, the 
Baroque decorations of the Gesu, to Manet’s Bar of the Folies-Bergere, and beyond. 
Illustrated by slides, we will visit mostly those societies which have been ancestral to the 
Western world, touching upon content and meaning, aesthetics, composition, and whatever 
else may help to explain the creations that genius has left to intrigue and delight us. 
 
OLLI at Aquinas Col lege  
Reading the American story 
An American short story journey beginning with Ambrose Bierce’s “An Occurrence at Owl 
Creek Bridge” and Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper.” Later including 
discussions on Hawthorne, Melville, Twain, Hemingway, Fitzgerald and ends with some 20th- 
and 21s-century stories to take a look at what has happened to the short story in America 
through the years. 
 
Image and Object Approaching Medieval Art 
The arts of medieval Europe and the Mediterranean dynamically engaged with issues of life, 
death, knowledge, power, and the miraculous. This two-week course will explore how these 
themes were addressed in a variety of media produced between A.D. 500 and 1400. Rather 
than a chronological overview, the class will focus on selected examples to illustrate how 
medieval artists and viewers used the visual arts to connect with ideas that were meaningful. 
Using a range of methods, we’ll challenge some old expectations about medieval art while 
engaging with new ways to approach these works in the 21st century.  
 
Inst i tute for Learning in Ret i rement at Baldwin Wal lace Universi ty 
Rock and Roll History: The (First) British Invasion – 1963-1967 
Forty-two artists and groups constitute the “first British Invasion” of America’s rock and roll 
music scene. Hear about each of them and listen to many of their recordings, including the 
Beatles, the Stones, Herman’s Hermits and the Dave Clark Five, plus others less well-known. 
 
Li felong Educat ion at Colby-Sawyer Col lege 
How the Architecture of Our Homes Reflects our Values 
This course follows the basic ideals and dreams of America from the very first Americans to 
the present, as reflected in the style and structure of their homes. Emphasis will be placed on 
the English influence, in early colonization and subsequent cultural connections, and its 
impact on American values and style. Participants will be introduced to the various styles and 
techniques of building American homes to demonstrate how values and goals have changed 



throughout our history. Classes will center on discussion of slides of the variety of American 
homes and the values demonstrated in their appearance.  
 
Aviation Yarns 
The previous AIL course on the history of aviation tied together the technical aspects of flying 
and some of the characters who were involved in its history. This course will cover stories 
about certain memorable individuals and situations that were honorable, exciting, daring and 
real, including, for example, an in-depth study of the Doolittle raid on Japan in World War II 
and civilian adventures in the Arctic. Many of these stories are not widely known, some are 
funny and some sad. A few will be personal experiences of the study group leader and some 
of those of his friends who fought the wars and kept the peace from sea level to 75,000 feet. 
 
Universi ty of Connecticut ALP — Horn Adult Learning Program 
The World Was Never the Same: Events that Changed History 
This video lecture series covers events during the 20th century, including both World Wars, 
and the dropping of the Atom Bomb, and concluding with the attack on the World Trade 
Center. In each session, two half-hour DVD presentations will be shown, followed by 
discussions that focus upon specific questions primarily intended to integrate lecture material 
with situations and issues of the present day.  
 
Evolution and Human Variation 
The presenter explores and evaluates the human’s place in nature, the role of adaptability and 
diversity on human survival and success as a separate species. The topics to be discussed 
include: Evolution/historical perspective; influence of genetics,  heredity and environment; role 
of social behavior (culture, ethnicity, and sex) ; and the impact of cultural changes in humanity; 
issues and controversies.  
 
Osher Li felong Learning Inst i tute of Southern Flor ida 
I Heard It on the Radio: The Formative Years 
Niney-two percent of American adults listen to the radio each week, but few really understand 
what goes on behind the microphone or how radio has grown from one a.m. broadcast 
station in 1920 to the more than 15,000 stations in the U.S. today. In this course, we’ll 
examine the formative years of radio — how stations were assigned, marketed and 
programmed during the first half of the 20th century. We’ll listen to “Amos & Andy,” “Fireside 
Chats,” “War of the Worlds” and we’ll create our own radio drama — with you as the star! 
 
I Heard it on the Radio: Segmentation, Growth and the Future 
Nearly everyone depends on the radio for information and entertainment, and today more than 
15,000 stations serve their niche audiences with carefully researched programming, ranging 
from alternative rock to conservative talk. We’ll hear how radio responded to competition from 
television and subsequently achieved its greatest audience and financial success. We’ll listen 
to excerpts from stations we grew up with, examine the dynamics of the radio market in 
Tampa/St. Petersburg, learn how you can influence what you hear and get a look behind the 
scenes of a leading local station. 



 
Art and Treasure of Florida Pirates 
Pirates once plied the Florida coasts, the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, as ships with 
gold and silver traversed the waters. Hear stories of real Florida pirates, as well as Jose 
Gaspar and other legendary pirates of our past. Spend a session enjoying the “Art of Piracy” 
exhibit, as well as the treasures uncovered by underwater sea and shipwreck exploration.  
 
Rose Inst i tute for Li fe Long Learning (Menoah Park Center for Senior Liv ing) 
Through the Eyes of the Artist 
In this three-week series, you will enjoy uncovering fascinating details of the lives and works of 
some of our most renowned and influential artists. Artists include Henri Mattise, Tamara de 
Lempicka and Georges Seurat.  
 
Presidential Couples … Who “Wore the Pants” in the Family 
We will examine the public and private lives of four U.S. Presidents and First Ladies: FDR and 
Eleanor, JFK and Jackie, LBJ and Lady Bird and Bill and Hillary Clinton. Learn about the 
assets, influence and power the wives possessed in these four political partnerships. You 
may be surprised! 
 
Taconic Learning Center 
From Microbes to Molecular Biology and Why it Matters 
Do not worry if you last took biology in 10th grade. This series of lectures, discussions, 
readings and demonstrations will take the mystery out of modern biology. We will begin with 
the 19th century, where most of the origins of modern biology can be found. We’ll describe 
the discovery of microbes by Pasteur and applications by Lister, and Koch. We will learn how 
Miescher discovered DNA. There were dramatic moments of discovery and we will not 
neglect personalities, conflicts, and lost opportunities. We will examine the biology and 
genetics of cells, learn how DNA translates its code into proteins, and proteins work to create 
and maintain the cell cells that are the basis of life. We’ll learn about bacteria and viruses, how 
we defend against them, and why sometimes, they win. We’ll talk about vaccines and the 
immune system. There will be time for discussion and if there are special topics that people 
would like to discuss — GMO crops, Ebola and flu viruses, neurodegenerative diseases, 
resistance to antibiotics, or whether we should have our genomes sequenced — we can 
include those topics.  
 
NC State University - OLLI 
What’s Wrong — and What’s Right — With America? 
“My country, right or wrong; if right, to be kept right; and if wrong, to be put right,” said 
Senator Carl Schurt in 1899. So what is wrong with politics and government, education, the 
economic system, the media, our trust and income inequality? We will watch and discuss 
talks on video delivered by some of the best scholars who have studied these issues. Class 
discussions will be led by local academics involved in these topics. If time allows, we will 
compare today’s crises with those of the past (e.g., the American Revolution, the Civil War, 
the Great Depression, World War II, McCarthyism and the Cold War). We will also compare 



America’s problems with those of other democracies and an alternative to democracy. There 
is much that is right about America; how can we keep it right?  
 
Religions “Made in America” 
Americans have a reputation for inventing new ways to solve problems and even new ways of 
expressing religious faith. During the 19th century we gave birth to an astonishing variety of 
new spiritual movements and institutions, which are now global religions. Our study will focus 
on Mormonism, Pentecostalism, Christian Science, Scientology, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and 
Protestant Fundamentalism (for which we share credit with the British). 
 
The History of Financial Markets 
This course will cover the history of currency, stock, and bond markets from Mesopotamia to 
today. We will discuss periods of hyperinflation, panics, bubbles, and defaults.  
 
Shariah for Newbies — Nuts, Bolts and Controversies 
This two-session course will be a brief introduction to Islamic law (Shariah) and is designed for 
those who are unfamiliar with this topic. We will focus both on the underpinnings and sources 
of this ancient legal tradition and the history of its development. We will also explore current 
controversies and how it can be relevant for modern Muslims and non-Muslims in 
predominantly Muslim societies. We will also examine the role of Shariah in societies where 
Muslims are a minority and how Islamic law can interact with secular law.    
 
EXPLORERS LIFELONG LEARNING INSTITUTE AT SALEM STATE UNIVERSITY 
  
Recent Chal lenges in Art Conservat ion at the PEM 
Mimi Leveque is a conservator at the Peabody Essex Museum. Her special interests are 
objects and textiles. Today in explaining what a conservator does, she discusses her current 
projects at the PEM including updates on the treatment of the Rush figurehead. 
 
Humane Immigrat ion  
Avi Chomsky is Professor of History and Coordinator of Latin American, Latino and Caribbean 
Studies at Salem State University. She traces much of her scholarly work back to the year 
that she worked for the United Farm Workers union in 1976-77. Today Professor Chomsky 
looks at why immigration has become such a hot-button topic in the United States and 
examines a humane approach to immigration.  
LIFELONG LEARNING AT REGIS COLLEGE 
 
Very New Afr ican Literature 
As illustrated dramatically in Chimamanda Adichie’s award-winning novel Americanah, African 
writers are increasingly casting their eyes and words on their character’s lives in the United 
States. We shall reflect on circumstances, discomforts, and insights. Participants will present 
briefly on elements of the literature, or the backgrounds of the characters, or African 
circumstance from which they come, or some other mutually agreed upon topic. The books 



to be read are very new and most are available in paperback. This seminar will require 
approximately 150 pages of reading each week. 
 
Upstarts, Rogues and Visionar ies: Women in Victor ian America 
When we think of Victorian women, what comes to mind are genteel beauties constrained by 
corset and culture; however, there were some women who broke free of those bonds and 
dared to live by their convictions. Some were virtuous, some were infamous, all were 
scandalous. In this course we will study familiar names such as Annie Oakley, Mother Jones, 
Lizzie Borden, Carrie Nation, Belle Starr and the Scarlet Sisters.  
 
The Breakup of European Colonial Empires After WWII 
Destruction during World War II led to severe economic challenges to the European powers. 
The UK, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Portugal and Italy tried to hold onto their colonial 
empires, but could no longer afford to maintain them. After the war, the Axis powers promised 
to give independence to the European powers’ empires. While some European powers 
voluntarily retrenched from their colonies, others fought to keep them. This voluntarily 
retrenched from their colonies, others fought to keep them. This course will explore the 
courses of action taken by the European powers.  
 
A Moviegoer Looks at the Red Scare 
The (Second) Red Scare refers to the anti-communist fanaticism and paranoia that flourished 
in the U.S. between 1947 and 1960 when the notion that “reds” (Communists) were an 
overwhelming present danger to the U.S. Through readings, film and discussion, we will 
examine our historical antipathy towards communism, the origins of the Cold War, Huac, the 
Hollywood Blacklist, McCarthyism and the political repression that per-vaded this country and 
affected so many lives during this post war era. We will see most of the following 
documentary and commercial films: Hollywood On Trial, Point of Order, McCarthy: Death of a 
Witch Hunter, The Unquiet Death of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, Dr. Strangelove, The Front, 
The Manchurian Candidate, the Iron Curtain, I Was a Communist for the FBI, On the Beach 
and My Son John. During the first thirty minutes of our three hour classes, we will discuss 
questions raised by the readings. Then we will watch a film for about two hours. The 
remaining class time we will discuss the film. This course is for he serious student willing to 
make the time commitment to participate in a study of an unpleasant period of our history that 
continues to impact us today. Internet access will be required.  
 
The Wyeths: Three Generat ions of American Art ists 
We will study the works of three of the Wyeth family artists: NC (1982-1945), the illustrator 
whose body of work is considered a national treasure; Andrew (1917-2009) recognized by 
some as “America’s foremost realist”; and Jamie (1946-) who glibly admitted, “Everybody in 
my family paints, excluding possibly the dog.” We will look closely at their lives, influences, 
relationships and subjects. Some participants will be asked to select one of the three artists to 
research and to share insights with the class. A list of readings will be provided before the first 
meeting. Readings will be approximately fifty pages per book.  
 



The Business of Horses: From Stal l  to Racetrack 
The business of horses, straight from the horse owner’s mouth: Jeff Epstein will share his 
expertise drawn from over 50 years of horse ownership. He’ll take you sauntering through the 
world of the thoroughbred horse and harness racing. You’ll pace through breeding, training 
and even the “tough business” of buying and owning a horse. You’ll trot in the world of 
jockeys and trainers; you’ll gallop through the anatomy of a race, and canter through 
intricacies of handicapping and the importance of wagering. You can bet there’s more: You’ll 
go on a field trip to the Plainridge Race Course. Jeff volunteers there, analyzing live races 
broadcasted to 86 TV stations throughout the United States and Canada. In this class, 
everybody’s a winner! 
 
 


