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Members of the Adult Learning Program (ALP) at the University of Connecticut are 
taking a course entitled Stories that Jewelry Can Tell Us About the Ancient World.  They will 
explore the 100,000-year history of jewelry’s place in society.  Worn as a status symbol or 
talisman to ward of danger, jewelry reveals the traditions, beliefs and trading patterns of 
ancient civilizations as well as their creative and technical skills.  Included will be evidence of 
jewelry-making and use from prehistoric times, and ancient jewelry traditions in such 
countries as Turkey, Iraq and Peru. 
 
This fall, members of the Clement Manor Center for Enrichment in Wisconsin are 
focusing on J. Edgar Hoover and the FBI.  They will delve into his long reign as director, and 
the many controversial aspects of that reign. 
 
This fall, members of ENCORE at North Carolina State University are taking a course 
entitled History of the US Secret Service.  This course will take members through the historical 
events that have required the US Secret Service to take on new duties and responsibilities 
beyond the initial counterfeit investigations from which it initially sprang. 
 
This fall, members of the ILR at Cedar Crest in New Jersey will be studying Then There 
Were Six.  They will learn about this little known story of the Rangoon Disaster, when only 
one of the eleven B-29s returned to its home base, and the subsequent story of 29 men 
captured by the Japanese. 
 
This fall, members of the Learning in Retirement program in Stamford, Connecticut will 
be studying The Navajo Nation.  The Navajo Indians, the largest tribe in the U.S., living in 
parts of Utah, Arizona and New Mexico on a West Virginia size reservation, have 
maintained their cultural identity.  Participants will discuss their history, arts, culture and 
contemporary issues, with emphasis on their gorgeous art form, the hand-woven rug. 
 
During this fall, members of the Lifelong Learning Institute at James Madison 
University in Virginia are learning about the Clash of Cultures at Shenandoah National Park.  
They will explore the conflicts and consequences caused by the clash of opposing cultures in 
the creation of the Park.  They will visit the actual sites of the lost people and lifestyles of the 
various cultures that created and made the Park what it is today.  Their search will take them 
from the ruins of Pocosin to the elegant teas and social parties of the rich and famous.  They 
will cover the culture of mountain life; occupations, churches, schools, food, social activities, 
medical remedies, folklore and myth.  They will also consider some future concerns about 
the Park.  Their study will combine classroom discussions with field trips to historic sites. 
 
High Over Prince William: An Aerial View is the title of a presentation being given this fall at 
the Lifelong Learning Institute in Manassas, Virginia.  A virtual plane ride over the 
region through the lens of a digital camera at 1200 feet will give a perspective that few get to 
view – new businesses and residential developments, roads and schools under construction.  
Participants will get to witness “then & now” comparisons from the mid-1980s to present.  
Also included will be several aerial views of the Civil War battle reenactments of 2011. 
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This fall, members of the Lifetime Learning Institute at NOVA Annandale, in Virginia 
gave members a chance to learn more about the Berlin Airlift.  During a 50-minute video and 
a recounting of his own experiences, the facilitator related the background, the build-up and 
the success of the herculean effort to supply the occupation forces plus two million 
Berliners. 
 
Feminism, Gender and Nation is the title of a course being given this fall at the Lyceum at 
Binghamton University in New York.  This course will introduce participants to a range of 
feminist concepts that can be used to understand the interrelationship between nation and 
gender.  There will be both an international and domestic focus that will analyze the ways in 
which gender and nation are defined by and against each other and in so doing will examine 
the influences of such factors as colonialism, imperialism, racism, class and religion in the 
ways in which the boundaries of both nation and gender are construed.  Particular focus will 
be given to gender and post-Arab Spring, gender formations in pre-divided Korea and the 
development of gendered rights in the United States. 
 
This fall, members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor are exploring a topic entitled A Purse of Her Own.  This course 
concerns 19th century women.  It is based on Susan Nenadic’s research for her book, A Purse 
of Her Own which uses the women of Washtenaw County as examples against a national 
backdrop.  Although the book deals with women’s employment, it also provides information 
concerning marriage, divorce, health and education. 
 
This fall, members of the Rollins Center for Lifelong Learning in Florida will be studying 
Florida: Visions of Paradise from the Spanish to the Present. Whether traveling by Spanish galleon, 
by RV's or by airline, generation after generation has come to Florida with hopes or 
restoration or re-creation. From Ponce de Leon’s mythological quest for the fountain of 
youth and Spanish explorers seeking riches, to Creek Indians escaping British domination 
and African slave finding freedom, to 19th travelers escaping industrial cities, and 20th 
tourist basking in unfettered leisure, waves of immigrants have carried to Florida dreams of a 
new life in paradise. Such visions have profoundly reshaped the peninsula’s history and 
culture. Each group seemed obsessed with writing about their experiences. 
 
This fall, Members of the ROSE Institute for Life Long Learning at Menorah Park 
Center for Senior Living in Beachwood, Ohio are learning about Diseases That Changed the 
World.  Throughout the millennia, epidemics have changed the course of history.  This 
course will focus on how malaria and yellow fever influenced the building of the Panama 
Canal.  They will also examine the polio epidemic of the 1940s and 1950s. 
 


