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RSIN MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
November, 2013 

Greetings Everyone! 
 
This month the LLI CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT shines on: 

• Presidents in Crisis – OLLI, Berkshire Community College, MA 
• Evening Lecture Series – ENCORE, North Carolina State University 
• Special Presentations – Bucknell Institute for Lifelong Learning, PA 
• The Arab Nations – OLLI, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
• Study Skills – ILR, Sun City Vistoso, AZ 

 
RSIN reads about so many outstanding LLI courses – too many to mention in this 
newsletter – that we have found it necessary to create these two additional columns – LLI 
CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT and LLI CURRICULUM IDEAS.  Both contain great ideas 
and resources from programs just like yours all across the Network. Be sure to give them a 
read. 
 
SAVE THE DATE 

Annual Midwest Lifelong Learning Conference 
April 16-18th, 2014 - Westin O'Hare, Rosemont, IL 

This year's theme is Engagement.  Presenters and participants will be addressing the 
challenges of engaging learners, communities, volunteers and instructors as the concepts of 
leisure time and retirement continue to evolve.  Small group settings and dynamic 
discussions will enhance the conference theme for your lifelong learning group.  Save the 
date and contact us if you are interested in presenting a breakout topic with your research or 
experience. Eastern Illinois University - School of Continuing Education - Marita Metzke, 
Conference Chair - mjmetzke@eiu.edu or by phone at 217-581-5114. 
  
NEW RSIN AFFILIATE 
Please welcome Senior University Georgetown, at Southwestern University in 
Georgetown, Texas, to the Road Scholar Institute Network.  Senior University Georgetown 
is a non-profit membership organization dedicated to the proposition that lifelong learning is 
an essential component of a life of satisfaction and fulfillment, and is committed to 
providing a variety of continuing education opportunities for its members.  They offer fall 
and winter terms of six weeks each as well as a summer term of one week.  Senior University 
also offers a program of free lectures open to the public during the fall and winter terms.  
Learn more about them at www.senioruniv.org. Welcome Senior University! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Kudos to the Center for Lifelong Learning at Northwest State in Ohio.  They just celebrated 
Seminar Fifty! – 50 seminars over the last 25 years.  Also, their Ties that Bind program, a 
way to forge closer bonds with their academic host, is so successful that the College 
President and his wife are in the group taking advantage of the CLL’s Fall travel-study 
experience, an overnighter to Chicago.  Well done, CLL! 
 
 
 

mailto:mjmetzke@eiu.edu
tel:217-581-5114
http://www.senioruniv.org/
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IMPROVING HOST RELATIONS 
Here’s another good way to improve your relationship with your academic host.  The OLLI 
at George Mason University in Virginia hosted a special luncheon this summer for 150 
members of the support staff - janitors, painters, locksmiths, and many others in the 
Facilities Office and other support offices such as the architects who provide excellent 
services to OLLI now and will be vital to their future. These are George Mason staff who 
are often not shown appreciation for their services. They make OLLI run smoothly and are 
critical to keeping facilities repaired and operating. Several Board members and other OLLI 
members were on hand to help serve the food and to welcome and thank the guests for all 
the services they provide. This is another excellent way, along with the scholarships they 
award to the departments who provide teachers for the courses, to express thanks to George 
Mason University.  Taken from the September OLLI National Resource Center newsletter. 
 
PEACHES- KUDOS- GRANTS 
Against huge odds, the PILLAR Institute of Lifelong Learning in Colorado Springs, with the 
help of many volunteers and partners, had a very successful 10th annual peaches fundraiser 
on September 14. They raised over $7,000, making this their best peach fundraiser ever. 
Many volunteers were needed to help distribute the over 20,000 peaches that were sold.  
They sent special thanks to the Colorado Springs Utilities volunteers for managing two of 
the five distribution sites, Care and Share for storing peaches overnight, and Blue Star 
Recycling for distributing the peaches to their five pick-up locations the day of the sale.   
 
All of this might not have happened without one of their members, Ross Eastman. Ross 
battled Mother Nature in Palisades, Colorado when their grower lost his entire crop of 
peaches, found a grower in Utah who had delicious peaches available, negotiated with a 
trucking firm to get the refrigerated peaches to Colorado Springs, kept them fresh overnight 
and delivered them the next day to five locations before 10:00 am. Ross even gave them a 
blue sky after several days of torrential rains and floods.  Well done, Ross and everyone at 
PILLAR! 
 
The Board of Directors is also pleased to announce that the PILLAR Institute of Lifelong 
Learning has received a $2,500 grant from the Bruni Foundation for the continuation of its 
educational programs.  Congratulations! 
 
TWO NEW RECORDS 
The Center for Learning in Retirement at Rock Valley College in Illinois will set two new 
records this fall with 157 class offerings and six free Community Awareness classes.  Among 
them will be a number of new and off-site offerings.  Congratulations CLR! 
 
ART EXHIBIT 
During late September and early October, the Institute for Retired Professionals in New 
York City held an Art Exhibition featuring thirty members of the IRP.  The event, held in 
the New School’s Art Gallery, began with an opening reception. 
 
GRANGE SCHOLARSHIPS 
The Chemeketa Center for Learning in Retirement in Oregon has an excellent relationship 
with the local Woodburn Grange; so much so that the Grange is offering scholarships to 
those who would like to attend classes but feel the cost is over their budget.  Kudos to the 
CCLR for cultivating this relationship – a great idea! 
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A TASTE OF ENCORE 
The Taste of ENCORE series at North Carolina State University is designed to give 
Triangle-area residents a sample of lifelong learning.  This special program, open to the 
public at no charge, is made possible by a grant from the North Carolina Humanities 
Council, a statewide nonprofit and affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities.  
After a continental breakfast participants will sample several different offerings.  This fall 
topics include The Changing South: Who’s Benefitting, Who’s Losing? and Women, the Law and Court 
in the Post-Civil War South. 
 
DIAMONDS FROM PEANUT BUTTER 
Last month, members of the Bucknell Institute for Lifelong Learning in Pennsylvania were 
privileged to have the President of the University give a talk entitled Diamonds from Peanut 
Butter: A Brief History of Airplanes, Computers, Golf Clubs, and Just About Everything Else.  John 
Bravman is in his fourth year as president of the University, and in his talk he shared his 
insights into the world of everyday engineering.  What a great way for the LLI to cement 
their relationship with the University! 
 
NEW MEMBER BREAKFAST 
The Learning in Retirement at Iona College (LIRIC) program in New York gives new 
members a nice way to meet current members as well as each other.  Each semester they 
hold a New Member Breakfast at the local Elks Hall. 
  
GETTING TO KNOW EACH OTHER 
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor also offers 
members a nice way to get to know each other while having fun.  About Town With OLLI 
connects them with new acquaintances while sharing An Arbor’s social and cultural life.  
When members register for About Town ($15) they will be included on an email list for 
invitations to upcoming social/cultural events. Anyone on the list can coordinate an event 
and invite others to meet up.  Concerts, sporting events, movies, walks in the park, art 
exhibits or anything that interests members can be included. 
 
ACADEMY FOR LIFELONG LEARNING OFFERS GIFT CERTIFICATES  
The Academy for Lifelong Learning at Saratoga Springs (A.L.L.) in New York has come up 
with the perfect new, unusual, and lasting birthday, anniversary or retirement gift – Gift 
Certificates. Available in any denomination, they are a great way to introduce friends and 
relatives to this LLI, which is sponsored by Empire State College and offers non-credit 
academic study groups for mature learners. Certificates may be applied toward membership 
fees in any future term and may be purchased at the Academy office.  This is a great idea for 
any LLI. 
 
COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 
This fall, members of the Clement Manor Center for Enrichment in Wisconsin are getting to 
know their local community organizations.  So far through guest speakers, they have learned 
about Exploit No More, a local collaborative to end child sex slavery in the city of Milwaukee, 
Common Ground, an organization dedicated to people working together to have the power to 
improve their communities and the world, and Serve 2 Unite, an interfaith group serving 
youth while working side by side within the community to build a better world. 
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TED TALKS 
The Princeton Senior Resource Center in New Jersey offers members a chance to take part 
in a lively discussion every Tuesday.  They first watch a 15-minute Ted Talk and then discuss 
it.  In September the Ted Talk topics included “How to Restore a Rainforest” – “Learning 
from a Barefoot Movement” – “How Great Leaders Inspire Action” – The Way We Think 
about Charity is Dead.”  If you’ve never heard about Ted Talks or want more information 
just visit www.ted.com 
 
MORE OLLI AUTHORS 
Congratulations to the following authors, all members of the Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute at Berkshire Community College in Massachusetts for their latest novels: 
In the Land of Milk and Honey: The Struggle in the Jewish Soul, by Inge Kuenkler-Etzbach 
Mountain Ash: A New England Memoir, by Elna Fone Nugent 
In Silence: Growing Up Hearing in a Deaf World, by Ruth Sidransky 
Luna (2006) – Leslie (2008) - Janey (2012), three novels by Richard Matturro 
 
COURSE PREVIEWS 
Before the start of each semester, the Institute for Continuing Learning at Young Harris 
College in Georgia holds what they call Course Previews.  During this session each 
instructor presents a two to three minutes overview of the class they will be teaching.  The 
presentations are very interesting and can help members decide what courses to take. 
 
JFK COMMEMORATION 
To commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy 
this month, the Middlesex Institute for Lifelong Education (MILE) at Middlesex 
Community College in Connecticut has three different offerings for their members.      
 
1. Special Agent Francis Xavier O’Neill And The Kennedy Assassination 
This program about the assassination of John F. Kennedy is a lecture by Regis O’Neill, the 
son of Special Agent Francis Xavier O’Neill, who was one of the two FBI personnel present 
at the autopsy of President Kennedy. He attended the autopsy on orders from J. Edgar 
Hoover, head of the FBI at that time 
 
2. Jack Kennedy: Elusive Hero  
Members can study the naval and political career of JFK through the eyes of Chris 
Matthews’ recent book, Jack Kennedy: Elusive Hero. References to several other works, 
including O’Reilly’s Killing Kennedy, will also be included. 
 
3. President Kennedy:  Would He Have Withdrawn from or Stayed in   
A popular “what if” question asks what Kennedy would have done in Vietnam if he had 
lived. The pro-Kennedy tribe of pundits, scholars, and followers claim that he would have 
withdrawn. The responsibility for leading into the quagmire of Vietnam is loaded onto the 
back of LBJ. There is another argument, however. It is not one that relies on Kennedy’s 
allergy to foreign adventures since the failure of the Cuban invasions and nearly cataclysmic 
Cuban Missile Crisis. Much more persuasive is the narrative of Kennedy’s foreign policies in 
East Asia.  These adventures could easily lead us logically to believe that Kennedy would 
have ordered the landing ships into Vietnam, perhaps earlier than March of 1965. They will 
discuss the various theories, as well as discuss the nature and value of “what if” history. 

http://www.ted.com/
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BEHIND THE SCENES IN YOUR COMMUNITY 
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Alabama Huntsville has been 
going behind the doors of local businesses.  Members recently toured a local soap-making 
company and a Waste-to-Energy Steam Plant.  Why not seek out the businesses in your 
community?  You’ll make some good friends and perhaps even find sponsors too. 
 
ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBIT 
The Lifetime Learning Institute of Northern Virginia has so many talented and creative 
members that they decided to have an arts and crafts exhibit last month.  Painters, needle 
workers, woodcrafters, photographers, etc., took the opportunity to share their creativity 
with the LLI community. 
 
MORE ON THE CIVIL WAR 
From ENCORE at North Carolina State University: 
The Unfinished War – Ongoing reflections about the American Civil War bring the stories of 
the people and places to life.  In each class participants will discuss two essays. 
North Carolina Reconstructed: The Freedom Writings of Harriet Jacob and Charles Chesnutt – These 
two exiled African-Americans, who as writers re-created the experiences of North Carolina 
slaves, are now considered the state’s most important 19th century literary figures.  
Participants will trace their journeys away from and back to a reconstructed state that they 
helped to transform. 
Women, the Law and Court in the Post-Civil War South – This program explores the ways in 
which women used new and existing laws to protect their assets and be self-supporting, and 
challenged the assumption of their economic dependence on men. 
From the ILR at Kellogg Community College, Michigan: 
American Civil War – Participants will recount the background of the war and discover the 
strategies of both the North and South.  This eight-week ILR class will end on the 150th 
anniversary of the Gettysburg Address. 
From the Lyceum, Binghamton University, New York: 
Chickamauga/Chattanooga: The First Nail in the Heart of the Confederacy – The consequence of this 
campaign was to drive the first major nail into the heart of the Confederacy.  It opened the 
door towards Atlanta and brought two generals to prominence in the Union order of battle. 
From Bucknell Institute for Lifelong Learning , Bucknell University, PA: 
Civil War Christmas - The Civil War Reenactment Community will again be hosting a “Civil 
War Christmas” at the Union Church in Hartleton, PA.  This traditional event will be held 
on Friday, December 13th beginning at 7:30 pm.  There will be readings from 1863 
Christmases, caroling and refreshments.  Members of Cooper’s Battery B, 1st PA Light 
Artillery as well as members of the Sons of Union Veterans Camp No. 503 will be the 
hosts.  This is a unique Civil War Christmas experience in a beautiful setting to enhance the 
evening.  Members of the LLI, along with the public will be in attendance.   
 
EDUCATING THE YOUNG 
This fall, members of the ILR at Cedar Crest in New Jersey will be studying this challenging 
topic through a comparative analysis of European and American educational systems.  The 
course will be given by a learner who has experienced both systems. 
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BRUSH UP ON YOUR SHAKESPEARE 
This fall, members of the Rollins Center for Lifelong Learning in Florida will be studying the 
impact of Shakespeare, which is universal - on young and old, native and foreign, specialist 
and layman, professional and amateur, in the past, present and the future. He is read and 
seen by the schoolboy, the people of the theatre, the person in his study, and the person by 
his fire. Shakespeare’s words and phrases have rooted themselves in the language, his themes 
and attitudes become sounding boards for all people everywhere. This brief survey of 
Shakespeare’s plays will examine the brilliance of his story telling, the beauty of his poetry, 
and the incomparable characters. Class discussions, video/film presentations will enhance 
their understanding.  
 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF THE PANAMA CANAL 
This fall, members of Lifelong Learning at Baylor University in Texas are studying U.S. 
involvement in Central America from the old Panama Canal to the new canal.  Along the 
way they will examine the role of United Fruit, School of the Americas, guerillas, drugs, 
gangs and expats. 
 
MASS HYSTERIA 
This fall, members of the Lifelong Learning at Regis College program in Massachusetts are 
exploring this very interesting topic.  Mass hysteria in America goes back to 1692 and the 
Salem Witch Trials.  Within our lifetime we have repeatedly encountered it;  “loyalty 
hearings” in the 1940’s and 50’s; the trial of Robert Oppenheimer as a “security risk;” the 
black-listing of prominent actors and writers; the trial and execution of Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg; the Army-McCarthy hearings, and up to the present day there have been 
sensational trials and convictions. Irrational fear is the common factor.  How such fear can 
lead to mass hysteria is what this course is about 
 
APPRECIATING YOUR DREAMS 
Members of the Adult Learning Program (ALP) at the University of Connecticut are taking 
this course over the fall semester.  It will involve learning and using a specific method of 
exploring volunteered dreams in a small group setting.  The group members, through a 
specific sequence of exercises, will help the dreamer tease out associations and possible 
meanings of his or her dream.  Each subsequent class will use that same process to explore a 
volunteered dream. 
 
ANATOMY: HOW WE ARE PUT TOGETHER 
This fall, members of the Learning Institute at New England College (LINEC) in New 
Hampshire will explore this fascinating topic.  They will study the nature and rules of 
biological boundaries that are used to divide us into different compartments in order to sub-
serve a variety of functions.  Each week they will explore one organ system followed by a 
discussion/question session. 
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ECONOMICS, MEDIA & PROPAGANDA 
This fall, members of the Rollins Center for Lifelong Learning in Florida will be studying 
this challenging topic.  This course examines how economic rhetoric in the media is shaping 
popular understanding of political-economic issues and public policy. There is a gap between 
professional economics and the public discourse about economics. This is particularly 
apparent in political public rhetoric and thus has a significant effect on decisions taken, 
policies enacted, and the democratic process in general.  This course will attempt to 
disentangle the actual social science from the ideologies and interest groups that dominate 
the media. In the words of one of the greatest economists of the 20th century, Joan 
Robinson (1955): "The purpose of studying economics is not to acquire a set of ready-made 
answers to economic questions, but to learn how to avoid being deceived by economists." 
 
POST-WORLD WAR II AMERICAN FICTION 
The fall, members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Berkshire Community College 
in Massachusetts will examine fiction of the 1950s and 1960s that embodied – and in most 
cases defined – the emergence of the Beats, black humor, postmodernism, Women’s and 
Jewish-American writing, and the nonfiction novel.  Each week, one of the following books 
will be discussed: 
On the Road, by Jack Kerouac 
Catch-22, by Joseph Heller 
Pale Fire, by Vladimir Nabokov 
The Bell Jar, by Sylvia Plath 
Herzog, by Saul Bellow 
The Armies of the Night, by Norman Mailer 
 
MONUMENTS MEN 
Over the fall, members of the Institute for Continuing Learning at Young Harris College in 
Georgia will be studying this fascinating topic.  The Monuments Men was the commonly 
used term for the Monuments, Fine Arts and Archives Unit, which consisted of 340 
individuals (316 men, 24 women) from 13 nations during World War II. They were 
organized by General Dwight Eisenhower who charged them with the task of recovering 
and saving tens of thousands of art and cultural objects that had been stolen by the Nazis 
prior to and during the war. These persons were military, non-combatants operating in front 
line areas. (Nevertheless, 2 were killed, performing their duty.) This is their story, the story of 
the art recovered, the story of the art that is still being recovered, and the story of the art yet 
to be recovered. 
 

THE BOOK CORNER 
Members of Lifelong Learning at Baylor University in Texas are reading: 
Hiroshima, by John Hersey 
In Cold Blood, by Truman Capote 
Traveling Mercies, by Anne Lamott 
Behind the Beautiful Flowers, by Katherine Boo 
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This fall, members of the Adult Learning Institute at Columbia-Greene Community 
College in New York are reading: 
Escape from Camp 14, by Blaine Harden 
In the Garden of Beasts, by Erik Larsen 
Escape from Camp 14, by Blaine Harden 
 
Members of the Learning in Retirement Association (LIRA) at the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell are reading: 
Ike and Dick: Portrait of a Strange Political Marriage, by Jeffrey Frank 
The Twelve Tribes of Hattie, by Ayana Mathis 
My Beloved World, by Sonia Sotomayer 
The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 
CURRICULUM RESOURCES: NEW WEB SITES 

 
Social Science Research Network Electronic Library  
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/DisplayAbstractSearch.cfm 
The Social Science Research Network (SSRN) is devoted to the rapid worldwide 
dissemination of social science research and is composed of a number of specialized research 
networks in each of the social sciences. The site offers access to a wide array of research 
such as accounting, economics and the law. 
 
Society for Computational Economics -  http://comp-econ.org 
This site has links to topics exploring the intersection of economics and computation. It also 
includes links to conference information, special interest group contact information, journal 
and book pointers, information regarding graduate student paper contest, and details on 
joining the SCE.   
 
Society for Economic Dynamics - http://www.economicdynamics.org/society.htm 
This site hosts the Society for Economic Dynamics, the Review of Economic Dynamics and 
the Economic Dynamics Newsletter. It contains lots of interesting material on all aspects of 
economic dynamic theory, including dynamic games, dynamic general equilibrium theory, 
and empirical studies. 
 
Nancy Merz Nordstrom, M.Ed. 
Road Scholar Institute Network 
Road Scholar 
11 Ave de Lafayette | Boston, MA 02111 | (617) 457-5564 tel.  
nancy.merz-nordstrom@roadscholar.org 
www.roadscholar.org/ein/intro.asp 
Road Scholar is the program name of Elderhostel, Inc.,  
the not-for-profit world leader in lifelong learning. 
 

An investment in knowledge pays the best interest - Benjamin Franklin 
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