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LLI CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT 
November, 2013 

 
PRESIDENTS IN CRISIS 

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, Berkshire Community College, Massachusetts 
 

Over six weeks this fall, members will explore critical crisis points during the administration 
of five presidents.  Topics include: 
 
Woodrow Wilson: A Righteous Warrior Under Siege – Unseen, the seeds of a number of 
subsequent 20th century crises are sewn at Versailles in 1919.  Did Wilson’s Princeton 
presidency a decade earlier foreshadow his disaster in Paris?  Can the stories of a student a 
busboy and a prince enlighten us? 
 
Truman and the Three Mac Attack: McCarran, McCarthy, MacArthur – The 
Republican “Soft on Communism” offensive and its impact on his administration during the 
late 1940s and early 1950s. 
 
John F. Kennedy: An Almost Fatal Miscalculation – In October 1962, two polar 
opposites become locked in a demonic chess game during which each would be held hostage 
to the frailties of the other.  Barbara Tuchman’s The Guns of August will serve as a primer as 
the world hovers on the brink of nuclear oblivion. 
 
Lyndon Johnson: The Agony of Fixation – Study the background of a compelling but 
seemingly inexplicable fixation, one that contributed tellingly in our slide into the disastrous 
quagmire that the Vietnam War was to become for Johnson and a lost generation of 
Americans. 
 
Richard M. Nixon: The Dark Side Prelude to Watergate – How, with dark demons 
ascendant, the dreadful downfall of the potentially pivotal world leader began. 
 
Richard M. Nixon: Paranoia and Paralysis at the Nuclear Brink – Henry Kissinger, 
Richard Nixon, Metternichian Realpolitik, and the near fatal phenomenon of presidential 
paralysis at a nuclear flashpoint during the Yom Kippur War in October 1973. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
EVENING LECTURE SERIES 

ENCORE, North Carolina State University 
 

The Tuesday evening lectures are open to members, and nonmembers for a fee of $10.  Pre-
registration is required.  Topics for the fall include: 
 
Hoi Toid on the Sound Sold: The Endangered Outer Banks Brogue – The Outer 
Banks Brogue is one of the most distinctive varieties of English in the history of American 
English.  Attendees will examine the historic and current status of the brogue based on more 
than 400 interviews conducted over two decades in Ocracoke, Harkers Island, Roanoke 
Island, and other communities along the North Carolina coast.  Video and audio vignettes 
will demonstrate how these dialects of English are shifting dramatically.   
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Inside WUNC’s The State of Things – This live public interest radio program informs 
listeners about North Carolina’s issues, people, and places.  This presentation will give 
participants an understanding of how the show is produced, the role of other staff, and how 
the moderator prepares for the interviews.   
 
Executions and Playdates – A local TV crime reporter will give attendees a behind-the-
scenes look at covering crime in the modern competitive age of the 24-hour media cycle.  
Her stories are not only on television, but are the subjects of three true crime books. She 
also speaks about her life as a wife and mother of two girls, and gives participants a sneak 
peak into the frantic and interesting world of a crime reporter, author of seven books, and 
mother who hasn’t slept in several years. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: SHORT TALKS ON A VARIETY OF SUBJECTS 
Bucknell Institute for Lifelong Learning, Pennsylvania 

 
Making Places, Making Selves: Locating Inuit Culture and identity in the Canadian Arctic 
 
Traveling Xinjiang: China’s Western Province – A discussion with a retired chemist and 
traveler 
 
Would the Real Mona Lisa Please Stand Up? – New insight on the world’s most famous 
painting. 
 
My Journey with Watercolors – Discussion with a local painter 
 
Dance Therapy for Personal Growth – A dance movement therapist demonstrates and 
discusses the use of dance as therapy. 
 
Poetry Walk – A jaunt along the Bucknell Poetry Walk 
 
Kress Collection of Renaissance Paintings – A docent-led tour at the Bucknell University 
art gallery. 
 
Diamonds from Peanut Butter: A Brief History of Airplanes, Computers, Golf Clubs 
and Just About Everything Else – The president of Bucknell University will take 
participants on a discovery tour. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

THE ARAB NATIONS: TENSIONS, TURMOIL, TRANSITIONS 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 

 
It seems impossible to pick up a newspaper or tune into a news broadcast without being 
drawn into a story concerning the Arab world.  This lecture series will address a number of 
significant issues that cross the boundaries of individual Arab nations.   
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Starting with a discussion of early 20th century historic events that laid the foundation for the 
tumult that now exists, the series will address Muslim law, the Arab Spring, how art has been 
used by revolutionaries for propaganda purposes and women’s issues. It will also include a 
presentation by an eyewitness to the Egyptian revolution that led to the overthrow of 
President Mubarak, including current and ongoing events.  Lecture topics include: 
 
Seeds of Conflict: The Making of the Modern Middle East – A discussion about the 
20th Century history of the Middle East up to the formation of the Arab League. 
 
An Account from an Eyewitness to the Revolution that Ousted Egypt’s Mubarak – 
Not only an eyewitness account of the revolution but a discussion of the causes of, and the 
course of the revolt, and its impact, now and in the future. 
 
Islamic Law in the Arab Countries – A discussion of the origin, history and nature of 
Islamic Law as well as contemporary debates over the role that Islamic Law should have in 
modern nation states. 
 
The Arab Spring – This lecture will look at the rise of the mafia-like police states that 
provoked the revolutions and examine the attempts to transition to forms of democracy.  It 
will look at the impact of the upheavals elsewhere in the Arab world, and consider where the 
region is going. 
 
Arab Women: Beyond Orientalism and Liberal Human Rights – This lecture will 
provide an overview of current challenges facing women in the Arab region as well as future 
opportunities for women’s liberation.  The lecture will focus primarily on Palestine, Iraq, and 
Egypt, and will suggest possibilities of replacing dominant Western understanding of 
women’s issues in the Arab region with alternative frameworks that are more relevant to the 
global and local conditions that shape Arab women’s issues and struggles. 
 
Battling Images: The Arts of the Middle East Uprisings – This presentation will show 
how images of dissention functioned as instruments of subversion during the uprisings.  It 
will explore the extent to which such battling images helped contest the status quo, build 
group consensus, and secure both international and local support for the uprisings. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

STUDY SKILLS 
By Gene Bammel, Sun City Vistoso ILR, Arizona 

 
Gene has shared the following with us. 
 
Of all the courses I have taught over the years, one that sticks out in my memory was “Study 
Skills.” A Dean, concerned over the number of students who were on academic probation or 
who had been compelled to sit out one semester, asked me to devote one hour a week to 
working with these students on their “study skills.” In a few weeks, I had a pretty good idea 
of what the problems were and what could be done about it.  
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Those who had sat out a semester, and those who were coming back to college after several 
years, tended to be highly motivated. The majority of the students, however, did not really 
know what they were doing or where they were going.  Accordingly, we developed a plan of 
action that began with “Establishing Attainable Goals.” This involved sitting down with a 
Counselor and spending some time reflecting on why they were in college, and what college 
was supposed to do for them. My contribution was to tell them that this was a lifetime skill: 
throughout life, every now and then, you have to take a time-out and ask: What am I doing? 
Where am I going? How do I get on the right path? 
 
Pertinent to the predicaments of these particular students, my major contribution was to 
convince them they needed to make “learning” a priority. This too is a lifetime skill: we all 
need to establish times and places where the learning we need to do will be facilitated. For 
the sake of my reading, I try to set aside some time each day when I will not be interrupted, 
when I know I will be able to concentrate for some length of time, and I will be relatively 
free from distractions. As I told the students at that time, having a TV on somewhere or 
having music on, will probably not create the environment you need for real concentration. 
 
There are learning activities that you are more successful at when you work all alone and free 
from distractions. But there is also “group learning,” the kind that goes on in book clubs or 
study groups, and this can provide the stimulus that comes from other minds and other 
perspectives, and may be a source of the “inspiration” needed for solitary reflections. 
 
Heraclitus said: “The world is new each day.” There is always some learning we need to do. I 
hope my students still set aside some time to concentrate on what they need to learn, I hope 
they have found some place where they are not distracted, and I hope they have learned to 
discuss the fruits of their reflections with both those who think as they do, and those who 
think differently.  
 
Learning is a life-long activity. It is much facilitated by those quiet times when we are free 
from distraction, when our concentration is at its best, and when we get so involved in what 
we are doing that we do not notice the passing of time. I like to think that some of my 
students had life-long beneficial consequences for those study-skill courses of long, long 
ago… 
 
If I were adding something today, I would say: if learning is your real priority, do it early in 
the morning, before you have checked your e-mail or other distractions…. and of course, 
during your quiet time, turn off your cell phone…. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 


