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From LifeWorks Er ie Li felong Learning Inst i tute 
“The Plight of the Honeybee, Two-Part Series” 
Part 1: Many people are familiar with honeybees but few know that bee colonies worldwide 
are in decline due to a number of factors, not all of which are known. Join Sarah Bennett, 
instructor of biology at Mercyhurst University, in exploring this issue of honeybee decline 
including a history of the honeybee, factors affecting honeybee health, and human 
implications of the loss of honeybees.  
Part 2: A local beekeeper will share information related to keeping bees, honey production, 
and what you can do to help increase the bee population in your area. 
 
“CSI in Erie: Hollywood vs. Real Life” 
Former head of the Erie Police Department’s Crime Scene Investigation Division, Jerry 
Skrypzak explains how the reality of police work differs from the one-hour crime shows and 
examines some of Erie’s important cases.  
 
“Keeping the Shores of Erie Safe” 
A discussion of the responsibilities of Custom Border Patrol from the highest level of 
operations to their role and responsibilities locally in Erie.  
 
From Osher Li felong Learning Inst i tute at Humboldt State University 
“Mushroom Walk” 
Fall is the perfect time of the year for identifying Humboldt’s broad variety of very tasty, 
beautiful and strange-looking fungi, including poisonous ones! We will take vans (rain or shine) 
to the beautiful rain forest where Roosevelt Elk, bear and deer love to roam.  
 
From Lifelong Learning Inst i tute, NOVA Annandale Campus 
“Papal Names” 
Why did Popes Pius VII (r. 1800-1823) through Francis I choose their names?  From a legacy 
standpoint, what were they telling Rome and the world?  Did Angelo Roncalli really choose 
John XXIII (r. 1958-1963) because John was his father’s name?  And Francis I?  What was 
the nail-biting relationship between St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) and Innocent III (r. 1198-
1216), the most powerful Pope in history?  With the Papacy there are no short answers, only 
fascinating instructive ones going back centuries. 
 
From Lifet ime Learners Inst i tute — Norwalk Community Col lege 
“Greatest Spies of World War II” 
This course will focus on some of the most successful spies and their systems that had the 
greatest impact on the events of the Second World War and the Cold War. We examine who 
they were, what they did, how they did it and why they did it. They include the notorious Kim 
Philby, a mastermind who rose to almost the top of the very spy organization he betrayed. 



Another is the spy “Garbo,” whose coterie of agents and spectacular exploits surpass the 
fiction of a writer’s dream. We spotlight one of the most complex and fascinating spies who 
ever lived (or died) and we divulge the magnificent and practically byzantine story of an 
espionage effort that successfully altered the course of the war. 
 
From Lourdes Li felong Learning 
“The Worst Way to Elect a United States President … Except for All the Others” 
Perhaps no part of the U.S. Constitution receives more grief and more recommendations for 
change than the Electoral College. This presentation focuses on the negatives, but also on 
the positives, of electing a president via the Electoral College. How can a president be elected 
— as has happened — through the College while losing the popular vote? Alternatives to the 
College will be considered allowing audience members to express their thoughts: leave the 
system as is or replace it with … what?  
 
“Sailing, Racing, and the Lady on Deck”  
Sailboats were not for women 45 years ago, and certainly not sailboat racing. Sybil Turin 
helped change that, and recently completed her 35th run of the all-night Mills Trophy Race. 
Sybil fell in love with racing when she met her husband, John Turin, who was one of the 
founding members of the North Cape Yacht Club. Rather than leave the sport when widowed, 
Sybil kept their passion alive and became a member of the first all-female crew to compete in 
the Mills Trophy Race, a test of navigational skill. Hear how her course was charted from 
growing up on a Maine potato farm to becoming a familiar and revolutionary member of our 
local sailing community. 
 
From Lifelong Learning Program — Colgate University 
“A Fat Admiral, a Tall Mountain, an Historic Eruption, and its Aftermath: Vesuvius A.D. 79 to 
the Present” 
The focus is on the A.D. 79 eruption of Mount Vesuvius, on the burial and rediscovery of 
Pompeii and Herculaneum and other locations, on their incredibly well-preserved remains, 
and on the post-eruption art, literature and film, some of it (especially the artwork) absolutely 
stunning. It will cover the history and geography of Campania (Bay of Naples area), including 
its use as a playground for the very rich (and at times, similarly evil) Romans who came south 
to enjoy the sun and other things. It will also cover the history of the post-eruption discovery 
(and looting) of these long-buried sites, and finally will try and bring things up-to-date. 
 
“Land Trusts: What They Are and How They Contribute to Society” 
The course will consist of two sessions. The first session will be a presentation focusing on 
what land trusts are and what environmental, economic and social functions they perform in 
our society. The examples will be based on the local land trust, the Southern Madison 
Heritage Trust serving the six towns in Southern Madison County. 
 



From Learning in Ret i rement — Nicolet Col lege 
“Superheroes on the Big Screen” 
Did you read comic books as a kid? Did you ever think you would see your favorite characters 
up on the big screen? The superhero film is currently the tentpole movie for most major 
studios with budgets in the hundreds of millions and box office receipts close to a billion 
dollars. Why do movie goers of all ages identify so strongly with these films? We will look at 
the history of superheroes in film and how they progressed from lowly serialized matinees to 
the behemoths of the summer silver screen.  
 
From Cheshire Academy for Li felong Learning at Keene State Col lege 
“Famous Landscapes of New England: Creating a Distinctive Sense of Place” 
Have you ever wondered why some public places appear to flow? Or, why some gardens are 
so easily remembered and others quickly forgotten? How did landscape architects such as 
Frederick Law Olmsted, Beatrix Ferrand and Fletcher Steele create a “sense of place” that 
captured the essence of our regional landscape? This class invites you to learn a bit about 
the cultural history of landscape design as it is reflected in a number of famous gardens and 
public places, including the Emerald Necklace, Naumkeag, the Eyrie and Saint Gaudens. 
 
From George Mason University OLLI 
“Spies and Espionage” 
Have you ever wondered what makes a person spy, or if there are certain personality traits 
that can predict such actions? This course will discuss a number of high-profile spy cases, 
including former CIA officer Aldrich Ames, World War I spy Mata Hari, former FBI officer Robert 
Hanssen, Colonel Oleg Penkovsky (The Spy Who Saved The World) and former U.S. naval 
analyst Jonathan Pollard. Other cases will be discussed as time allows. The course will 
attempt to answer such questions as why these individuals did what they did, how they got 
caught and the damage they caused. A portion of each class will be devoted to the history of 
espionage, beginning about 2000 BCE with a clay tablet found on the banks of the Euphrates 
River, through modern times. Informality and class participation will be encouraged. 
 
“Remembering My Hometown” 
Small towns across this nation are full of hidden gems, complete with their own rich histories 
and unique characters, and each one has a story to tell. No less exciting are the big cities. In 
this course we share our stories of growing up, combining “Hometown Pride” and grassroots 
“American History.”  
 
“The Middle East through Film” 
This film journey will draw from award-winning films that portray the cultures and contemporary 
lives of people from different regions of the Middle East. Regions for study and discussion 
include: Afghanistan, Iran, Lebanon, Golan, Palestine, Israel, Saudi Arabia and Kurdistan. 
Middle Eastern films are particularly noted for their character development and the universal 
themes set within a specific cultural framework. The selected films also provide insights into 
the values, traditions and aspirations of people from different areas of the region.  
 



“Is America a Christian Nation?” 
An article by George Mason’s Robinson Professor Hugh Heclo posed this question and 
presented many approaches to answering it. This course reviews the Heclo perspective and 
also examines the history of the United States in the context of our Christian roots. There are 
2,500 different Christian denominations represented in America. We will discuss U.S. 
Christianity from the perspectives of preachers from William Bradford and Jonathan Edwards 
to Billy Graham; and presidents from George Washington to Barack Obama. If time permits, 
we will also take a brief look at public policy issues like religious freedom, slavery, civil rights, 
the concept of a “just war,” the role of women, obligations to the poor, church-state 
relationships, homosexuality, abortion, taxation, voting rights and scripture-based legislation. 
Both Old and New Testaments will be emphasized and attendees from any belief system are 
welcome. 
 
From Lifelong Learning Inst i tute at Waubonsee Community Col lege 
 
“Coffee and Tea: Origin to Cup” 
This course will focus on how coffee and tea are planted, picked, prepared and potted. We 
will discuss and share with attendees how coffee became the second-largest commodity in 
the world and the health benefits of both coffee and tea.  
 
“Come Play with Us” 
As long as there have been children there have been toys and games. Toys are an integral 
part of childhood. We will examine some of the more popular toys and games of the 1930s, 
1940s and 1950s, learn their historical origins and interesting facts. Come prepared to share 
personal recollections of the toys you enjoyed in your youth and relive those memories 
through a variety of engaging activities.  
 
“Murder Mysteries in Different Cultures” 
How have modern writers from the U.S., Great Britain and Sweden mined cultural trends, 
drug abuse, forensics and improvements in criminal investigation procedures to enlighten and 
intrigue their readers?  
 
From Middlesex Inst i tute for Li felong Educat ion (MILE) 
“The Stealth Invasion: How Non-Native Species are taking Over the Landscape” 
They have marched across Connecticut virtually unimpeded: invasive plants such as 
bittersweet, autumn olive and barberry that blend right in while quietly crowding out and 
strangling native vegetation. They irreversibly change native ecosystems and permanently alter 
the landscape. We will examine Connecticut before the invasion, look at how the invaders 
became entrenched, and consider their far-reaching impacts. We will also look at other types 
of invaders advancing on Connecticut as the climate changes and glimpse what the future 
may hold, including possible solutions such as eating the invaders.  
 
“The Ukraine and Taiwan: Issues of Sovereignty against Imperial Powers” 
Russia and China are both engaged in reviving their empires. The accession of Crimea and 



the pledge to take Taiwan by force if necessary have rekindled the imperial fires of expansion 
and claims to old territory. We tend to think the main purpose is economic nationalism — 
Crimea is a valuable port; Taiwan is rich in human capital. But there are darker motivations, 
including the extension of territory for criminal gangs, the goal to create new geographies of 
power (trans-Russia and trans-China), the spread of new technologies to limit the behavior 
and power of competitive nations, and the monopolization of natural and human resources.  
 
“Tales of the Supernatural” 
Just in time for Halloween, Diane opens up the doors to the supernatural with this unusual 
collection of tales and songs. The performance features a true ghost story Edgecomb 
collected about the misshapen standing stones of Avebury, England, and the eerie forces that 
emanate from them. The program has a decidedly Celtic slant, exploring Gaelic traditions that 
influence Halloween, including a humorous encounter with the devil that resulted in the first 
Jack O’Lantern.  
 
From Osher Li felong Learning Inst i tute at NC State University 
“Deep Roots of the Dutch in American History” 
In September 1609, English captain Henry Hudson of the Dutch Verenigde Oostindische 
Compagnieinst (VOC) dropped his anchor at the tip of an island in a big bay north of James 
Town. This island is now better known as Manhattan. When he stepped ashore with a 
number of Dutch people in the landing party, they were the first Dutchmen to set foot on the 
shores of America. Since that time, the Dutch have put a significant stamp on the history of 
America in every imaginable field — politics, agriculture, arts and sciences, the military, 
language, religion, industry, etc. This course will build awareness about the unique 
relationship between the United States and the Netherlands.  
 
“Volcanoes and Their Impact on Human History” 
Toba, Thera, Krakatoa, Vesuvius and a host of other volcanoes have left footprints in history 
that cannot be erased. We'll explore major volcanic events and examine how mankind has 
been affected in many ways few realize, from their influence on our human origins to their 
influence on our diversified cultures. We'll examine plate tectonics and the causes of 
volcanoes, their destructive forces, and the havoc they have caused in recorded history. We'll 
also look at super volcanoes and what they hold in store for us.  
 
From the Center for Learning in Ret i rement at Rock Val ley Col lege 
“Native Games & Toys: A Peek into Indigenous Play” 
This class will highlight countries from around the world. Toys and games have been used in 
native cultures for thousands of years. Class participants will see some of the toys and play 
some of the games and discuss equipment that could be made from many different items.  
 
From UConn ALP: Adult Learning Program, Hartford County Extension 
“Understanding Greek and Roman Technology” 
This course will expand your knowledge of Greek and Roman civilization with an in-depth 
study of their innovative technologies and feats of engineering.  This course is taught by 



Stephen Ressler, who taught the course Understanding the Great Structures of the World.  
Professor Ressler uses models to help students understand various structures and machines 
created by Greek and Roman engineers and architects. 
 
“Feminism and Fundamentalism” 
The presenter explores the impact of extreme religious conservatism on the power and status 
of women, and the reactions against this of women seeking to establish their own rights in 
society.  Classes will be an hour-and-a-half long, except for one that will be two hours long to 
allow for a longer film (two films, “Burning Times” and “Persepolis,” will be shown at different 
sessions).  Before the first class, participants will be provided with questions for consideration 
and asked to read brief excerpts from the bible and the Quran and to read “Women in 
Religion” (Pearson, 2006), by Mary Pat Fisher. 


