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News from Road Scholar 
 

Road Scholar Research: RSIN National Member Survey 2015 
The 2015 survey is focused on creating a detailed profile of individual LLI’s rank-and-file 
membership and — by aggregating the results — creating the first-ever national profile of 
LLI members. The Membership Survey will measure attitudes about individual LLIs, gauge 
several indicators of healthy aging, and compile a deep demographic profile of LLI 
memberships. If you did not receive the invitation email, please contact 
network@roadscholar.org. 
 
If your LLI is participating in the 2015 National Member Survey, by Nov. 10th you will 
receive an email — embedded with a link to the survey — to send to your members asking 
them to complete the survey. As a reminder, we know the privacy of your members is 
critically important, as is the confidentiality of your LLI’s individual membership profile. At 
no time in the process will RSIN have access to participating LLIs’ email lists and, since the 
survey itself is anonymous, we will not be able to identify individual names or addresses of 
respondents.  

 
Scholarships 
Do you know someone who could benefit from an educational travel experience with Road 
Scholar? Road Scholar is pleased to announce that we have more than $200,000 in 
scholarship awards this year, made possible through the generous support of our donors. 
Road Scholar offers Lifelong Learning scholarships to older adults who have the desire to 
learn but not the means to take part in its enriching educational programs.  
 
Applicants must be at least 50 years of age and live in the United States. In addition to the 
application, Scholarship recipients are required to submit a personal statement of 150-500 
words, explaining why a particular program was selected, and they must complete an 
evaluation form upon completion of the program. For more information and to download 
an application, visit: http://www.roadscholar.org/about/scholarship.asp  
 
Curriculum Ideas 
Like many LLIs, Road Scholar is marking the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War’s end with 
explorations of the people, battles and events. Below is an overview of some of Road 
Scholar’s 16 different Civil War courses in 2015. If you would like more detailed 

http://www.roadscholar.org/about/scholarship.asp


information, you can enter the program number into the search field on the Road Scholar 
website at www.roadscholar.org. If you would like to see the recommended reading lists for 
any of these subjects, please email network@roadscholar.org.   We hope that these courses 
may be of interest to your members who have been studying the Civil War and/or spark 
some ideas for classes, special events or field trips for your LLI. 
 

Three Civil War Battlefields: Harper’s Ferry, Antietam and Gettysburg #16301 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 5 nights: 03/29/2015, 06/07/2015, 07/26/2015, 
09/27/2015 
In Harpers Ferry, W.V., recall John Brown’s 1859 anti-slavery raid — when Robert 
E. Lee led Federal forces. The Battle of Antietam in Sharpsburg, Md., led to 
President Lincoln’s issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation. In Gettysburg, Pa., 
trace the chronology of America’s most devastating battle, July 1-3, 1863. 
• Explore the site of John Brown's Fort at Harpers Ferry National History Park and 
climb the rock where Thomas Jefferson proclaimed Harpers Ferry to be "one of the 
most stupendous scenes in nature." 
• Try to imagine the battle on a field trip to Antietam, where 23,000 soldiers were 
killed, wounded, captured or missing after 12 hours of combat on Sept. 17, 1862. 
 
Richmond in the Civil War: Confederate Capital and Union Objective #21375 
Richmond, Virginia, 5 nights: 03/29/2015, 10/11/2015 
When the U.S. divided into North and South, some expected a quick and glorious 
war. Instead came four long years of attrition and sacrifice. Richmond was at the 
center of the conflict as the capital of the Confederacy and the object of the Union’s 
military campaign. With authors, historians, and other experts, examine the big issues 
that led to rupture, survey battles and leaders, and investigate the consequences of 
the war for all players. 
• At the White House of the Confederacy, be introduced to the rooms where 
Confederate President Jefferson Davis lived with his family, and at the adjacent 
museum examine one of the richest collections of Civil War artifacts. 
•At the Richmond National Battlefield Visitor Center — located at Tredegar Iron 
Works, the South’s essential armory — gain an overview of the military campaigns 
for Richmond.  
 
On the Home Front in Vicksburg, Key to the Confederacy #1607 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, 5 nights: 04/05/2015, 09/13/2015 
Learn the story of civilians living on the home front while generals plotted strategy 
and soldiers fought the battles of America’s most uncivil war. During field trips and 
lectures by experts, gain a keen appreciation for daily life amid the turmoil, as you 
ponder these people’s lives and hear their voices in antebellum mansions and key 
sites in the Vicksburg area and Jackson. 
• In Jackson, learn how “Chimneyville” was burned four times by Federal troops in 
the 1860s, and visit the old capitol and The Oaks, one of only a few buildings to 
survive the fires. 
• Discuss the Vicksburg military campaign in antebellum Cedar Grove, built in 1840 
and home to original furnishings and remnants of the siege, including a Union 
cannon ball embedded in the wall. 
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Lincoln’s Journey Home: Honor the Life and Legacy of a Fallen Hero #21777 
Springfield, Illinois, 6 nights: 04/28/2015 
Salute one of history’s greatest leaders during an authentic reenactment of the arrival 
of Abraham Lincoln’s funeral train at Springfield, Illinois. In May 2015, 150 years 
after the 16th president’s assassination, reenactors, civilians, scholars and dignitaries 
will convene in Springfield to pay solemn tribute to President Lincoln through a 
historic recreation of the funeral procession to Oak Ridge Cemetery. Take part in 
this special event, exploring the president’s life, death and legacy in symposia by 
leading Lincoln scholars and historians Michael Burlingame and Edna Greene 
Medford. See the recreated funeral train arrive in Springfield and proceed to the Old 
State Capitol and the cemetery, and attend an Illinois Symphony Orchestra concert 
and other commemorative exhibits and events. 
• Pay tribute to fallen President Abraham Lincoln by experiencing a reenactment of 
his funeral train, comprising a casket, hearse and horse-drawn carriages faithful to 
the period. 
• Explore Lincoln's life in the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum and learn the 
story of the museum’s creation. 
 
The Experience of Gettysburg: The Battle, the People, the Place #16198 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 5 nights: 04/12/2015, 07/05/2015, 08/09/2015, 
09/20/2015, 10/04/2015 
The Battle of Gettysburg — July 1-3, 1863 — determined the outcome of the Civil 
War. This bloodiest of battles resulted in 28,000 Confederate and 23,000 Union 
casualties. Expert guides bring history alive as you trace battlefield strategies, separate 
legend from lore, and gain an understanding of the impact on the town and its 
people. 
 
Freedom, Faults and Frustrations: The Real Story of the Civil War on the 
Virginia Peninsula #17428 
Williamsburg, Virginia, 5 nights: 05/11/2015, 10/12/2015 
Historians of the Civil War often overlook the events of the 1861-62 campaigns on 
the Virginia Peninsula and their tremendous impact on the war’s politics, strategies 
and length. The missteps and bungles of overconfident generals needlessly 
prolonged the war, and with each day that the conflict dragged on, more citizens got 
caught in the middle, more families were left fatherless and slaves hungry for 
freedom grew more desperate. Come walk the hallowed ground of a half-dozen 
battlefields as local experts set the record straight on this turbulent time and study 
these critical campaigns from the perspectives of the soldiers and civilians who lived 
through and too often died in them. 
 
A Divided State: The Civil War in Missouri #21626 
St. Charles, Missouri, 6 nights: 08/30/2015 
Only two states during the Civil War saw more battles than Missouri, a border state 
unique in its divided allegiances and particular variety of guerilla warfare. Let history 
come alive as you set out each day from St. Charles on dynamic field trips to 
important battle sites and significant places where the Civil War left its mark on 
Missouri. Local authors accompany you both on site and en route to these historic 
locales, sharing their considerable Civil War expertise in discussions of battle 
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strategies, guerilla tactics and the men and women who lived, fought and made 
history in Civil War-era Missouri. 
• Visit Fort Davidson Historic Site, the oldest-operating U.S. military station west of 
the Mississippi, the site of the Dred Scott decision and many other key locations in 
Missouri’s Civil War history. 
• Gain further insight during a series of fascinating museum visits, including the St. 
Louis History Museum, Campbell House Museum, Missouri Civil War Museum and 
White Haven, home of Ulysses S. Grant, to name but a few. 
• Enjoy a dramatic performance at the Missouri History Museum, a Civil War Trivia 
Night and an authentic Civil War-era meal in Jefferson City, and lunch at the Arcadia 
Academy. 

 
Appomattox: An End and a Beginning #15625 
Smith Mountain Lake, Virginia, 3 nights: 09/14/2015 
Gen. Robert E. Lee and Gen. Ulysses S. Grant met on April 9, 1865 at the house of 
Wilmer McLean in the little village of Appomattox Court House, Va. At the 
conclusion of the short meeting, terms had been arranged that set the stage for 
Reconstruction and the rise of regional differences that persist today. Through 
lecture, anecdotes and expert-led exploration of the Appomattox site learn the real 
significance of the Confederate surrender in 1865. 
• Trace the events of the Civil War and General Robert E. Lee’s ascendancy to the 
leadership of the Confederate Forces that led up to the historic scene at 
Appomattox. 
• Visit the birthplace of Booker T. Washington, who rose from slavery and abject 
poverty to become a respected educator, early African American Civil Rights leader 
and advisor to three U.S. Presidents. 
 

News From Around the Network 
 

The Center for Learning in Retirement at Rock Valley College in Rockford, Illinois introduced its 
new program assistant, Beverly Pomering, on June 30. Previously, Bev worked for the City 
of Rockford for several years and, most recently, at Valkommen Plaza as the assistant 
building manager. She feels CLR is a hidden gem that offers hands-on learning through the 
experiences of others in the classroom. When not working, Bev enjoys gardening, crafts and 
baking.  
 
The Princeton Senior Resource Center celebrated its 40th anniversary this year! Congratulations! 
 
The Center for Learning in Retirement at Rock Valley College’s held its annual meeting for about 
450 attendees on Aug. 7. Tammy Lewis was introduced as the new CLR Program Director. 
She reviewed some surprising statistics: A total of 348 classes were held in the summer, 
spring and fall semesters, proving that CLR more than fulfills its mission of promoting 
lifelong learning. CLR at Rock Valley College is one of only a handful of organizations with 
over 2,000 members.  
 
On Oct. 1st, Joseph Pincus — chair of the Lifetime Learning Institute in Annandale, Va., and Phi 
Beta Kappa graduate — presented on the Internet’s hidden consequences and their affect on 
our lives. The researcher examined current discussions such as why heavy Internet users are 
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having problems concentrating on serious studies in college and in professions, as well as the 
popular question — can the Internet be altering our brains and changing the way we learn? 
 

News You Can Use 
 
Membership Idea: Members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Alabama in 
Huntsville are participating in a membership contest to win two tickets to the OLLI Holiday 
Party in December! In order to enter, the current member must invite someone to join the 
OLLI family. The member’s name is entered into the drawing for every person who puts 
his/her name on their membership application form. The winner will be drawn in 
November at the Fall Teacher Appreciation Luncheon. Good luck members! 
 
Ten members of the OLLI at University of Alabama, Huntsville Board of Directors attended the 
2014 Southern Regional Lifelong Learning Conference at the University of North Carolina, 
Asheville and reported back on their learning. Points covered included what makes good 
instructors. They work hard and love to learn. They are great storytellers and great 
conversationalists. Research shows that new members join more than 85 percent of the time 
because of invitations from current members. 
Here are some comments from the UAH attendees: 

 “Self-government is hard” — remember Thomas Jefferson’s 18th-century warning 
about our “democratic experiment.” Lifelong learning organizations’ success 
depends on age-old tenets — a) keep financial viability; b) respect every member; c) 
honor diversity; d) give back to community; e) build strong partnerships; f) develop 
leadership internally; g) embrace change. 

 Gaining new ideas for our OLLI and having quality time each evening after a day at 
the conference to digest and discuss these ideas with our UAH OLLI members were 
important. 

 OLLI members, who may be natives or transplanted citizens, really enjoy learning 
more about the area they live in, its culture, history, natural phenomena, local 
treasure.  

 Great lifelong learning programs are a significant way to grow or improve a 
community. 

 Successful Lifelong Learning Institutes vary in organization, size, and funding. 
Common goals to provide stimulating classes, trips, and experiences are evident in 
the way members respond to the institutes.  

 
New Orientation Feedback: The Academy of Lifelong Learning (ALL) at Lincoln Land Community 
College held an orientation on Oct. 16th to refresh ALL operations and to inform those who 
wanted to know more about the academy. ALL started the orientation last year and new 
members have stated how much they appreciate it as an introduction to how the committee 
plans and schedule their programs. Other topics discussed included Community Education 
staff members who support the group’s work, member involvement and governance of the 
organization.  
 
Community Involvement Idea: The Princeton Senior Resource Center’s “GrandPals,” a joint 
venture between the PSRC and the Princeton Public Schools, is an Intergenerational 
educational program connecting Princeton School children with older adults. The program’s 



goals are to foster positive intergenerational relationships and to create a lifelong love of 
reading and learning in our young children. This year, the program is expanding to 15 classes 
in four elementary schools.  
 
Service Education Idea: Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Alabama in Huntsville 
visited the Food Bank of North Alabama in downtown Huntsville. Katherine Strickland, the 
Food Bank’s new director, described how they try to fill the nutrition gaps with families, 
especially for children. Through an extended network of churches, senior centers, and 
community centers, the Food bank supplies donated food to 11 counties in northern 
Alabama. Members brought canned goods to support the program.  
 
 

NEW CURRICULUM IDEAS 
 

One of the benefits of belonging to RSIN is the national exposure we enjoy. That often 
translates into our learning about new and unique curriculum opportunities.  
 
This month the LLI CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT shines on: 
 

 “The Words of Wall Street: Deciphering the Jargon” from Lifetime Learners 
Institute at Norwalk Community College 
This is not an investment course; instead, we focus on the jargon we hear when 
talking with our financial advisors, reading the financial press or watching CNBC or 
Bloomberg television. While learning the terminology, participants become familiar 
with the structure and functions of Wall Street. Participants are encouraged to bring 
in words, phrases and expressions for translation into everyday English. 

  “Healthcare in the Prison System” from Learning in Retirement — Nicolet College 
In 1976, the U.S. Supreme Court established an inmate’s constitutional right to 
health care based on the Eighth Amendment of deliberate indifference. This 
presentation will describe the impact and challenges facing the corrections system in 
providing health care delivery systems to meet this legal standard, particularly within 
Wisconsin’s state prisons and county jails.  

 “Basic Bones” from Cheshire Academy for Lifelong Learning at Keene State College 
This is a hands-on, not-for-credit lab course exploring how the human skeleton is 
utilized in the identification of otherwise unrecognizable remains. Participants will 
learn how to use observable skeletal traits to provide estimations of ancestry, sex, 
age, and stature, which may, in turn, lead to a positive identification. 

 
RSIN reads about so many outstanding LLI courses — too many to mention in this 
newsletter. Be sure to give them a read. Click here 

http://pdf.roadscholar.org/institute-network/program_ideas.pdf

